=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Jun 1996 07:36:17 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Katy Gottschalk <kkg1@CORNELL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
 
        Ben, at Cornell the Writing Program reports to the  dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences, where the Knight Writing Program is situated.
The dean reports to the provost of the university (who, by the way, has
taught freshman writing seminars and used to be dean of the arts college).
We also check in regularly with the associate deans of the six other
colleges (who meet regularly) to be sure that we are in touch with how well
the first-year writing courses are serving those colleges. It's a system
that has worked well since it began in about '82.
        Hope this helps.  Katy
        (I wrote more about it in last winter's ADE Bulletin.)
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Jun 1996 11:28:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Lauren L. Sewell" <llsewe01@HOMER.LOUISVILLE.EDU>
Subject:      graduate student socialization
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960531184215.5851A-100000@omni.cc.purdue.edu>
 
Is anyone out there doing (or know of anyone who's doing) any empirical
research on graduate student socializaton in comp/rhet--particularly how
graduate students begin to think of themselves as "professionals" in the
field?  I'm mostly interested in things that haven't made it to publication
yet.
 
Thanks
**********************************************************************
Lauren Sewell
Department of English
University of Louisville
Louisville, Kentucky 40292
502-852-6801
llsewe01@homer.louisville.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Jun 1996 13:35:59 MST7MDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Lynn Meeks <FAMEEKS@WRITECTR.USU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: graduate student socialization
 
One of our graduate students, Shawn Fullmer, is finishing a thesis on
the socialization of graduate students.  He is focusing primarily on
how they become or don't become teachers, but you may find his work
helpful.  His address is English Department, Utah State University,
Logan, Utah 84322-3200.  You may also try him at his email address:
fafullme@wpo.hass.usu.edu.
 
I would certainly be interested in getting a copy of the results of
your study.
 
Lynn Meeks
Director of Writing
English Department
Utah State University
Logan, Utah 84322-3200
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Jun 1996 14:57:29 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
In-Reply-To:  <v02120002add5a2dfc36d@[132.236.155.67]> from "Katy Gottschalk"
              at Jun 1, 96 07:36:17 am
 
Katy, I missed your ADE Bulletin article, but could find it, so if you
dealt with this issue there, just let me know.  I do remember at one
point that Cornell actually had a Dean of Writing.  I'd be very
interested to know how that worked and why it didn't work out.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 2 Jun 1996 14:02:13 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Establishing an organization
 
This goes out to all the greybeards on the list, especially:
 
I'm involved in establishing the Alliance for Computers and Writing as a
national professional organization, and I expect that the WPA, in the
beginning probably had to solve one of the problems we're having.  Everyone
who's spoken to a lawyer (probably a mistake in itself!)  comes back with
horror stories about the complexity and expense of establishing/registering
the organization as a non-profit.
 
If someone out there was/is involved with the way WPA set itself up, I'd
really appreciate finding out how it was done.
 
Please reply off-list, since I can't imagine that the answer jwould be of
general interest.
 
Thanks!
 
 
 
Bill Condon, Director                                bcondon@umich.edu
English Composition Board                            Phone:  313-764-9961
1025 Angell Hall                                     FAX:  313-763-0937
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 07:15:21 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS" <cthaiss@OSF1.GMU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
In-Reply-To:  <199605311649.LAA13450@sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu>
 
Ben:
 
The parts of our de facto Univ. Writing Program report differently.  The
composition program reports to the English chair who reports to the Dean
of CAS.  The WAC program (including the WI course structure) reports to
the academic VP.  The Writing Center officially reports to the comp.
director, who reports to the English chair, etc., but it also applies for
some funds to the CAS dean and other parts of its operation are directly
subsidized by the academic VP.  There are historical reasons for this
maze, which isn't as difficult as I'm making it sound.
 
Chris Thaiss
George Mason Univ.
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 09:34:52 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Martha A. Townsend" <writmat@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
>    A few weeks ago I asked the members of the list for information
>    concerning the number of grad assistants assigned to WPAs, how many
>    hours a week, etc.  I had to put together a defense for the Dean
>    arguing why I needed a grad assistant for fifteen hours a week.  I put
>    together a chart with the information I received.  If you would like a
>    copy, e-mail me and give me your snail-mail address.
>
>    Sincerely,
>
>    Mara Holt
>    Director of Composition
>    Ohio University, Athens
 
Mara,
 
I'd appreciate a copy.  Snail address follows.  Thanks, Marty
 
Martha A. Townsend, Ph.D.                573-882-4881 (M-F, 8-5)
Director, Campus Writing Program         573-884=5438 (fax)
Assistant Professor, English             writmat@showme.missouri.edu
325 GCB                                  http://www.missouri.edu/~writcwp
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO  65211
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 10:15:04 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Amy Devitt <devitt@KUHUB.CC.UKANS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
In-Reply-To:  <199605311649.LAA13450@sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu>
 
Ben,
At the University of Kansas, our "Freshman-Sophomore English"
program reports to the chair of the English Department.  Our
"Writing Center," writing across the curriculum program,
reports, after a recent reorganization, to an Associate
Provost who reports to the Provost who reports to the Chancellor.
Let me know if you want other information.
Amy Devitt
devitt@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 11:21:12 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bob Schwegler <RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Establishing an organization
In-Reply-To:  Message of Sun, 2 Jun 1996 14:02:13 -0500 from <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
 
Bill,
I remember some reports to the WPA Executive Committee from Jeff Sommers
about this subject, and I think he can probably give you some current
information about legal and financial arrangements for non-profits.  I am
sure that Lynn Bloom and Ed White will have plenty to say (along with Ben
McClelland, Barbara Cambridge and others).  I don't have Jeff's email
address, however.
Bob Schwegler
College Writing Program
University of Rhode Island
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 10:18:25 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Joan Hawthorne <hawthorn@BADLANDS.NODAK.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
 
>5-31-96
>        Where does a University Writing Program belong in the university
>chart of organization?
 
 
Ben -
 
At UND, the comp program is in the English Department and reports up through
that administrative structure.  The University Writing Program is a
free-standing body with lines of reporting to the VPAA/Provost and to a
university-wide faculty committee.
 
Joan Hawthorne
University of North Dakota
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 11:35:55 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Margaret P. Morgan" <mpmorgan@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
X-To:         Writing Program Administration <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@ncren.net>
 
>Ben,
>At the University of Kansas, our "Freshman-Sophomore English"
>program reports to the chair of the English Department.  Our
>"Writing Center," writing across the curriculum program,
>reports, after a recent reorganization, to an Associate
>Provost who reports to the Provost who reports to the Chancellor.
>Let me know if you want other information.
>Amy Devitt
>devitt@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
 
 
 
Ben
 
At UNC-Charlotte, the set-up is very much like the one Amy describes at
Kansas.  The first year writing progroam is in the department and reports
to the chair;  the WAC program reports to the Associate Vice Chancellor for
Undergraduate Programs (in Academic Affairs not Arts and Sciences)  The
writing center is within the WAC program.
 
Meg Morgan
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 09:39:36 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Establishing an organization
In-Reply-To:  <199606021800.OAA09839@yog.rs.itd.umich.edu> from "Bill Condon"
              at Jun 2, 96 02:02:13 pm
 
Bill, I'm replying on list, since I suspect that the early days of WPA
are of some general interest.  The founding parents (I was NOT one) were,
I think Harvey Weiner and Ken Bruffee; Harvey, in particular, was very
able in such matters.  He applied for (and obtained) the
Consultant/Evaluator grant from
EXXON, which provided the financial base for WPA from the start.  I think
the organization originated at CUNY, in fact, as an extension of some
group that already existed.
        I was in on the founding of another group, the CSU English
Council, and we found affiliation with NCTE a crucial step in freeing us
from political domination.  I think WPA found affiliation with MLA (some
irony there) important as well.  You are absolutely right to take pains
with the early steps of an infant organization; everything is a precedent
and some missteps can be fatal.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 10:40:44 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V1.2
From:         Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSUNJEDOMS>
Subject:      congrats and thanks
 
Thanks so much to Kris Hult and her staff for making the C&W conference
so mind-bogglingly informative!  All was organized and smooth-running.
The food was great and the company was friendly and lively.  A great
conference!
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 10:54:08 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V1.2
From:         Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSUNJEDOMS>
Subject:      Re: a test
In-Reply-To:  note of 09/08/93 07:56
 
Hi.  Ok, so where were you?  I expected to see you riding your bike down
Logan canyon this weekend.  Anyway the conference was terrific as usual.
What kind of distance learning/computer (mooing, e-mail, www, etc.) stuff
are ya'll planning or doing for East and West- especially related to WAC?
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 13:49:28 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
Mara, I'd appreciate a copy, too.
 
Becky Howard
Department of Interdisciplinary Writing
Colgate University, Hamilton NY 13346-1398
Voice (315) 824-7315;  FAX (315) 824-7045
http://www2.colgate.edu/diw/rhoward
bhoward@center.colgate.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 13:52:42 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      1989 "Principles and Standards" and Writing Intensive Courses
X-To:         wac-l@postoffice.cso.uiuc.edu
 
In the wake of a North Central Accreditation visit, our Associate
Provost has asked an interesting question:  Do the 1989 CCC Principles
and Standards for the Postsecondary Teaching of Writing (published
in CCC 40:3, Oct 89) apply to writing intensive courses?
 
My reading is that they were meant to apply primarily to "straight"
writing courses, but if anyone else has dealt with the issue of
how big WI courses should and shouldn't be, and if you've used the
Principles as part of your argument, I'd be grateful to hear.
 
Thanks,
 
Rich Bullock
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 13:10:15 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Alice M Gillam <agillam@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
In-Reply-To:  <v0151010badd8b674be7b@[128.206.30.199]>
 
6/3
 
Mara - I would like a copy of your chart.  Thanks in advance.  My snail
mail address:  Alice Gillam, Coordinator of Composition, Department of
English, P.O. Box 413, University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI
53201.
 
Alice
 
On Mon, 3 Jun 1996, Martha A. Townsend wrote:
 
> >    A few weeks ago I asked the members of the list for information
> >    concerning the number of grad assistants assigned to WPAs, how many
> >    hours a week, etc.  I had to put together a defense for the Dean
> >    arguing why I needed a grad assistant for fifteen hours a week.  I put
> >    together a chart with the information I received.  If you would like a
> >    copy, e-mail me and give me your snail-mail address.
> >
> >    Sincerely,
> >
> >    Mara Holt
> >    Director of Composition
> >    Ohio University, Athens
>
> Mara,
>
> I'd appreciate a copy.  Snail address follows.  Thanks, Marty
>
> Martha A. Townsend, Ph.D.                573-882-4881 (M-F, 8-5)
> Director, Campus Writing Program         573-884=5438 (fax)
> Assistant Professor, English             writmat@showme.missouri.edu
> 325 GCB                                  http://www.missouri.edu/~writcwp
> University of Missouri
> Columbia, MO  65211
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 13:24:22 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Anthony Petruzzi <PETRUZZIA@PLATTE.UNK.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
    Please send me a copy of your information. Thank you.
Anthony Petruzzi                Thomas Hall, Room 202f
Director of Composition         Fax # (308) 865-8806
Department of English           Home phone# (308) 236-8023
University of NE-Kearney        Office phone # (308) 865-8291
Kearney, NE 68849-1320          E-mail: petruzzia@platte.unk.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 13:47:46 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Jan M. Levine" <JLEVINE@MERCURY.UARK.EDU>
Organization: University of Arkansas
Subject:      The Association of Legal Writing Directors
 
I've been off this list for a while, but I wanted to announce that the
Association of Legal Writing Directors adopted by-laws in April and
elected officers and a Board of Directors in May.  Here's the list of
our officers and Board:
 
    President:      Jan Levine (Arkansas, next Temple)
 
    Vice President: Katie McManus (Marquette)
 
    Sec/Treasurer:  Katie Mercer (Case Western)
 
    Board Members:  Mary Beth Beazley (Ohio State) (one year)
                    Ralph Brill (Chicago-Kent) (two years)
                    Susan Brody (John Marshall) (three years)
                    Linda Edwards (Mercer) (two years)
                    Steve Jamar (Howard) (one year)
                    Richard Neumann (Hofstra) (three years)
                    Nancy Schultz (George Washington, next Chapman)
                        (two years)
                    Martha Siegel (Suffolk) (two years)
                    Ruth Vance (Valparaiso) (three years)
 
We expect publication of the Proceedings from our July 1995
conference sometime this summer.  If any WPA'er is interested in a
copy, please let me know.
 
On our agenda is a discussion of our relationship with the C-WPA,
including possible concurrent conferences.
 
I'd like to thank the C-WPA for supplying no small degree of
inspiration to our endeavor.
 
Jan M. Levine
Associate Professor
Director, Legal Research and Writing Program
University of Arkansas School of Law
Fayetteville, AR  72701
 
email: <jlevine@mercury.uark.edu>
telephone:(501) 575-7643
fax: (501) 575-2053
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 15:33:37 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Elizabeth Hodges <ehodges@SATURN.VCU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@cunyvm.cuny.edu
In-Reply-To:  <v0151010badd8b674be7b@[128.206.30.199]>; from "Martha A.
              Townsend" at Jun 3, 96 9:34 am
 
Mara--
 
        I would very much like a copy of your report.  Thank you in advance,
 
Elizabeth Hodges
Department of English
Box 842005
Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, VW  23284-2005
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 16:18:53 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Portable computer help
 
Hello, everyone:
 
I have  a query that is only partly germane to this list. I need to buy
a portable/laptop computer. I can--and have--gotten a good bit of technical
info and advice elsewhere. But this list is made up of people who know best
the kind of work I need a computer for--i.e., word processing and electronic
communications like this--so I would like to ask for advice.
 
My key requirements are: (a) that this machine operate on European electrical
and telephone systems (I'll be in Europe for 96-97); (b) that it be IBM
compatible; and (c) likely that it is a Toshiba. (The place I'll be teaching
supports Toshibas, and there is a Toshibe dealer in that city. I'd hate to
get stranded.)
 
So, any suggestions? Probably off-list would be most appropriate:
 
sn282@cnsvax.albany.edu
 
Thanks!
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 14:22:32 MST7MDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Lynn Meeks <FAMEEKS@WRITECTR.USU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 1989 "Principles and Standards" and Writing Intensive Cours
 
Richard,
 
Me, too.  Our Associate Provost is asking the very same question and
we're tying to come up with some kind of definition.  I'd be
interested in anything that you find out.
 
Lynn Meeks
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 17:19:31 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: Establishing an organization
 
1.  It does cost money.
 
2.  It is not complex.
 
Step 1.
Incorporate.
 
Step 2.
 
Write bylaws.
 
Step 3.
 
Obtain tax exempt status.
 
These steps may take time and money, but are not complex.  The hardest part
is writing bylaws - what do you want them to say?  Complexity here is the
result of reconciling conflicting inputs, not legal.
 
I have been involved in creating an organization and am knowledgeable about
another.  Of course these orgs involved law professors so the legal costs
were pretty low.
 
Cheers,
Steven D. Jamar
Assoc. Prof. & Dir. LRW Program
Howard University School of Law
sjamar@law.howard.edu or sjamar@aol.com
 
"Expediency may tip the scales when arguments are nicely balanced."  Justice
Cardozo, Woolford Realty Co. v. Rose, 286 U.S. 319, 330 (1932)
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Jun 1996 23:18:07 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Linda K. Shamoon" <shamoon@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
 Mara,
 
 I'd appreciate a copy.  Snail address follows.  Thanks, Linda
 
Prof. Linda K. Shamoon                        tel. 401-874-4203
Director
College Writing Program                 email: shamoon@uriacc.uri.edu
Department of English
Independence Hall
60 Upper College Rd., suite 2
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 09:21:41 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Jan M. Levine" <JLEVINE@MERCURY.UARK.EDU>
Organization: University of Arkansas
Subject:      establishing an organization
 
Bill, we did it in less than a year.
 
We had our first directors-only meeting in San Diego in July 1995.
We created committees exploring affiliation and independence,
reported back in January at another group's meeting, drafted bylaws
by committee and amended/adopted them in April.  Held elections in
May.  Concurrent work was being done by committees on
incorporation/tax status, and conference planning.
 
We made very heavy use of email listservs for committee meetings and
deliberations, votes, etc..  Without that, it would have been
much more difficult to do.  We also had two models for by-laws,
and yes, we are all lawyers and writing teachers.
 
But incorporation isn't very hard or very expensive.  I seen law
students and non-lawyers go through the process, with minimal
involvement of lawyers or accountants.
 
Your first step is to figure out which organizations are to serve as
your models, and the second step is to select the state which your
organization will use as a base of operations.
 
Jan M. Levine
Associate Professor
Director, Legal Research and Writing Program
University of Arkansas School of Law
Fayetteville, AR  72701
 
email: <jlevine@mercury.uark.edu>
telephone:(501) 575-7643
fax: (501) 575-2053
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 09:22:30 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         George Otte <GOTBB@CUNYVM.BITNET>
Subject:      beginnings
 
On Mon, 3 Jun 1996 Ed White said:
>Bill, I'm replying on list, since I suspect that the early days of WPA
>are of some general interest.  The founding parents (I was NOT one) were,
>I think Harvey Weiner and Ken Bruffee; Harvey, in particular, was very
>able in such matters.  He applied for (and obtained) the
>Consultant/Evaluator grant from
>EXXON, which provided the financial base for WPA from the start.  I think
>the organization originated at CUNY, in fact, as an extension of some
>group that already existed.
 
Just a quick footnote.  That group was the CUNY Association of Writing
Supervisors, which persists into the present. (Bonne August of Kingsborough
Community College and I are co-chairs.)  CAWS, in turn, was brought into
existence by the special pressures open admissions policies brought to bear on
writing administrators.  Harvey was one of the keynoters at last year's CAWS
conference--it marked the 25th anniversary of Open Admissions in CUNY--and he
recollected the beginnings of CAWS and WPA.
 
///////////////////////////////////////////
/George Otte, Director of Writing Programs/
/Baruch College, CUNY  PHONE: 212 387-1772/
/17 Lexington Avenue     FAX: 212 387-1785/
/New York, NY 10010  GOTBB@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU/
///////////////////////////////////////////
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 11:51:45 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS" <cthaiss@OSF1.GMU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
X-To:         Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>
X-cc:         Multiple recipients of list WPA-L
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <v0151010badd8b674be7b@[128.206.30.199]>
 
Mara:
 
Hi!  I'd like a copy of your chart, too.  Thanks so much for compiling it
and making it available.
 
Chris Thaiss
Dept. of English
George Mason University
Fairfax, VA 22030
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 09:02:25 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portable computer help
In-Reply-To:  <01I5H81WJ71U8Y4YTM@cnsvax.albany.edu> from "Steve North,
              SUNY Albany" at Jun 3, 96 04:18:53 pm
 
To those responding to Steve North's request for computer info, please
respond on list.  I'm in roughly the same market and would much
appreciate hearing the good advise I know is out there.  And Steve, is
there a prize for anyone who can guess your destination in Europe from
the scanty clues you provide?  Sarajevo?  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 09:21:06 +0000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Lisa Johnson-Shull <ljohnson@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      request for info: all univ. assessment and Writing Centers
 
Susan Wyche and I (Lisa Johnson-Shull) are working on an article that
discusses the repercussions of housing our University Portfolio--a General
Education outcomes assessment that affects all junior-level students at
Washington State University--in our campus Writing Center.  In a literature
search, Susan was able to find numerous articles linking Writing Centers
and assessment, but the majority of articles discussed assessment that was
"in house"--having to do primarily with tutor-training, grading in freshman
composition, and protocols for evaluating student writing in the Writing
Center.  What Susan and I are interested in accessing is information on
other writing programs which have tried to join the forces of the Writing
Center with an all-university assessment of student writing abilities.  Our
main interest is in discovering how the connection between university-wide
student assessment and the instructional support services of the Writing
Center is working out at institutions other than our own.
 
If you are part of a writing program which has united these two
services--all-university writing assessment and writing instruction--under
the auspices of the Writing Center (successfully or unsuccessfully), we
would like to correspond with you.  Please e-mail us at
ljohnson@mail.wsu.edu.
 
Thanks for your time
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 12:28:43 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portable computer help
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.bitnet@CNSIBM.ALBANY.EDU
 
Ed (and all): Sorry! Wasn't being cryptic--or trying to be. Thanks to
support from a lot of people, good timing, and good luck, I've been
offered a Fulbright to teach at Turku University and Abo Akademi University
in Turku, Finland. I am not the first Rhet/Comp person to go there,
I have since learned: both Geoff Chase and Carolyn Matalene have been in
those institutions before, and I think made it more possible for others
to follow. (From what I can tell, the Fulbright program tends not to
recognize what we do particularly well; in this case, I will be teaching
very much in my field.)
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 12:41:44 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portable computer help (fwd)
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward J.D.                   INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Mon, 3 Jun 1996 13:29:58 -0900 (PDT)
From: Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu> <mja@cwsl.edu>
To: "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject: Re: Portable computer help
 
 
Dear Steve,
Having just gone through the "looking for a laprop" routine, I can say
that i am very happy with the Toshiba I just bought.
It's a SAtellite 415C -
11.3" dual scan color monitor
8 MG RAm (We upgraded to 16, however)
810 MG hard drive
it has built in power pack, so you don't need to deal with those "bricks"
of yore.
oh, it's a Pentium 90 mhz
 
It's such a relief to have bought something!
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward J.D.                   INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
On Mon, 3 Jun 1996, Steve North, SUNY Albany wrote:
 
> Hello, everyone:
>
> I have  a query that is only partly germane to this list. I need to buy
> a portable/laptop computer. I can--and have--gotten a good bit of technical
> info and advice elsewhere. But this list is made up of people who know best
> the kind of work I need a computer for--i.e., word processing and electronic
> communications like this--so I would like to ask for advice.
>
> My key requirements are: (a) that this machine operate on European electrical
> and telephone systems (I'll be in Europe for 96-97); (b) that it be IBM
> compatible; and (c) likely that it is a Toshiba. (The place I'll be teaching
> supports Toshibas, and there is a Toshibe dealer in that city. I'd hate to
> get stranded.)
>
> So, any suggestions? Probably off-list would be most appropriate:
>
> sn282@cnsvax.albany.edu
>
> Thanks!
> Steve North
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 17:27:58 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Deborah Holdstein <gas54r0@UXA.ECN.BGU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portable computer help
X-To:         Writing Program Administration <WPA-L%ASUACAD@UICVM.CC.UIC.EDU>
X-cc:         Multiple recipients of list WPA-L <WPA-L%ASUACAD@UICVM.CC.UIC.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <199606041602.JAA26122@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
On Tue, 4 Jun 1996, Edward White wrote:
 
> To those responding to Steve North's request for computer info, please
> respond on list.  I'm in roughly the same market and would much
> appreciate hearing the good advise I know is out there.  And Steve, is
> there a prize for anyone who can guess your destination in Europe from
> the scanty clues you provide?  Sarajevo?  --Ed White
>
Sorry if this reply is a bit late, Ed--I've been in Utah!--but I'm
scandalously happy with my low-level model Macintosh Powerbook, which reads
mac
and windows/dos files perfectly well (with a little program called PC
exchange) and which is wonderful for both general word processing and net
communications.  I'm a big MAC champion, being literate (and having )both
a Compaq/windows (office) and two macs (powerbook and home).
 
Check a Macwarehouse or Mac Mall catalog to start.
 
Deb
 
Deborah H. Holdstein
Governors State University
University Park, Illinois 60466
gas54r0@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 4 Jun 1996 23:10:57 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Miriam Herrera <herrem@SAGE.EDU>
Subject:      Writing Practicum Course
In-Reply-To:  <199606041602.JAA26122@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
Hello Friends,
 
Several weeks ago I posted a message to this group requesting suggestions
of readings to use in a peer writing practicum designed to train tutors
for our new writing lab.  The responses I received were very helpful,
and I thank you!
 
Our English department will now submit the proposal for this new course to
the College's curriculum committee, but there has already been one
preliminary reservation, which has to do with whether or not the in-class
lecture/discussion hours to practicum (tutoring in our writing lab) hours
are in line with the credit hours earned.  We have proposed that our
students do three hours of tutoring and one hour of lecture/discussion per
week during the course of the semester.  (The students will earn three
hours of credit.)
 
Does this sound reasonable to those of you who know of, or have designed
or taught such courses on your campuses?  I would be interested to know if
we are on the right track and consistent with what other colleges do in a
course of this type.
 
Thank you very much for your help.
 
Miriam
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ MIRIAM HERRERA ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                   English Department  &  Academic Support Center
                              Russell Sage College
                                 Troy, NY 12180
   (518) 270--2026                     ***                  herrem@sage.edu
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 5 Jun 1996 00:05:13 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Dona J. Hickey" <hickey@URVAX.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Writing Practicum Course
 
In our course to train tutors for the Writing Center (and Writing Fellows
for the WAC program), students earn three credits for two hours of tutoring
per week and three hours (MWF 55 min/TR 75 min) of class discussion.  In
class, they discuss readings,
engage in mock tutorial sessions, learn various instructional technologies
as they respond to readings, practice written commentary, and work with each
other (The computer applications are used in many of the courses in which
they tutor/fellow, and we want to give them experience in a networked
classroom.)  The training course is also required of Education students.
 
 
At 11:10 PM 6/4/96 -0400, Miriam wrote:
>Hello Friends,
>
>Several weeks ago I posted a message to this group requesting suggestions
>of readings to use in a peer writing practicum designed to train tutors
>for our new writing lab.  The responses I received were very helpful,
>and I thank you!
>
>Our English department will now submit the proposal for this new course to
>the College's curriculum committee, but there has already been one
>preliminary reservation, which has to do with whether or not the in-class
>lecture/discussion hours to practicum (tutoring in our writing lab) hours
>are in line with the credit hours earned.  We have proposed that our
>students do three hours of tutoring and one hour of lecture/discussion per
>week during the course of the semester.  (The students will earn three
>hours of credit.)
>
>Does this sound reasonable to those of you who know of, or have designed
>or taught such courses on your campuses?  I would be interested to know if
>we are on the right track and consistent with what other colleges do in a
>course of this type.
>
>Thank you very much for your help.
>
>Miriam
>
>
>
>~~~
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dona J. Hickey, Associate Professor   hickey@urvax.urich.edu
Director of Composition and WAC       http://www.urich.edu/~writing/dona.html
English Department                    804-289-8302
University of Richmond, VA 23173
 
"An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly considered."  Chesterton
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 5 Jun 1996 11:20:11 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         BARBARA CAMBRIDGE <BCAMBRID@INDYCMSNJEDOMS>
Subject:      Re: The Association of Legal Writing Directors
In-Reply-To:  Message of Mon, 3 Jun 1996 13:47:46 CST from
              <JLEVINE@MERCURY.UARK .EDU>
 
Congratulations on the constitution of your organization. I would be very
interested in documents from your proceedings.
 
Barbara Cambridge
Associate Dean of the Faculties
IUPUI
355 N. Lansing St.
Indianapolis, IN  46202
 
-----
BARBARA CAMBRIDGE
AO138
278-2661
BCAMBRID@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 5 Jun 1996 11:58:56 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: Paperback edition of Comp in the 21st Century
X-To:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
 
    I only recently received a copy and am reading it like a
thriller.  What a terrific collection of articles.  Congratulations.
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 5 Jun 1996 11:56:49 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: request for info: all univ. assessment and Writing Cent
X-To:         Lisa Johnson-Shull <ljohnson@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
 
> interested in accessing is information on
> other writing programs which have tried to join the forces of the Writing
> Center with an all-university assessment of student writing abilities.  Our
> main interest is in discovering how the connection between university-wide
> student assessment and the instructional support services of the Writing
> Center is working out at institutions other than our own.
>
> If you are part of a writing program which has united these two
> services--all-university writing assessment and writing instruction--under
> the auspices of the Writing Center (successfully or unsuccessfully), we
> would like to correspond with you.
 
I run both Bishop's University Writing Proficiency Programme and the
Writing Centre.  We do not have a compulsory first year composition
requirement; in fact, composition and ESL courses, all elective, are
gathered in the English Language Unit (created after a split from the
English Department).  All undergraduates, however, are required to
fulfill the writing proficiency requirement which they can do by
either passing a basic academic writing course or an exemption
credit exam for the course.  Students receive credits for either
option, but these credits have been added to their academic
programmes.  The Writing Centre staff which consists of part-time
professional (ie, not student) tutors teaches part of the course,
assists in marking the exemption exam, and offers appointments to all
students who seek advice on their written work, whether they have
yet satisfied the writing requirement or not.
 
If this programme fits your profile, I'd be happy to answer any
questions I can.  Mieke
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 5 Jun 1996 13:38:37 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: Writing Practicum Course
X-To:         "Dona J. Hickey" <hickey@URVAX.BITNET>
 
I'd be interested in the readings you use, if that's not too much
trouble.
 
Thanks, Mieke
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 5 Jun 1996 22:32:22 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Miriam Herrera <herrem@SAGE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Writing Practicum Course
In-Reply-To:  <AFC87D3F@arus.ubishops.ca>
 
Dear Friends,
 
Several of you have asked for the readings that this group
suggested to me for a new  Writing Practicum course.
 
Here are snippits of the suggestions I received.  If any of you have any
others to add, that would be great.
 
"...(with the ST. MARTIN'S HANDBOOK),
you can get their ancillary SOURCEBOOK FOR WRITING TUTORS, which
contains, among other good articles, that popular Brooks piece."
 
"pp. 70-75 of Ed
White's DEVELOPING SUCCESSFUL WRITING PROGRAMS, on "Keeping the Focus on
Writing" (rather than on grammar rules themselves)."
 
 
THE PRACTICAL TUTOR, by
Emily Meyer and Louise Z. Smith, Oxford UP (1987).
 
"Our tutors overwhelmingly choose Jeff Brooks' "Minimalist
Tutoring: Making Students Do All the Work" (WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER 15.6
(1991): 1-4) as the single most helpful article among those I've given
them."
 
 
Thank you,
 
Miriam
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ MIRIAM HERRERA ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                   English Department  &  Academic Support Center
                              Russell Sage College
                                 Troy, NY 12180
   (518) 270--2026                     ***                  herrem@sage.edu
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 6 Jun 1996 00:53:56 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      A request and an opportunity
 
Folks,
 
Liz Hamp-Lyons and I are in the final stages of a book on portfolio
assessment in college, for Hampton Press, and we'd like to include a set of
descriptions from people who are currently mounting portfolio assessments
in writing programs, WAC, entry-level, graduation, or exit assessment, etc.
Especially programs that haven't been widely written about.
 
What we propose is this:
Send us a *brief* description of your program, via return e-mail.  No more
than a screenful.  And attach your signature file.  In one chapter we
describe some of the typical programs--ones we're probably all familiar
with from the literature--in order to show how the theory of portfolio
assessment we've developed works in practice.  We think that chapter will
be much more helpful to readers if it ends with a list of working programs.
 
 
So, send us your description and we'll put it in the book, in as close to
your own words as we can manage (if you go on too long, we might snip a bit
here and there, in the service of including all the descriptions people
send us).  And we'll retain your signature file, so that interested parties
can contact you.  A little free publicity for you, and and more
comprehensive chapter for us--deal?
 
Thanks,
Bill (and Liz)
 
 
 
Bill Condon, Director                                bcondon@umich.edu
English Composition Board                            Phone:  313-764-9961
1025 Angell Hall                                     FAX:  313-763-0937
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 6 Jun 1996 06:52:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS" <cthaiss@OSF1.GMU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Writing Practicum Course
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960605222111.26674A-100000@hopper>
 
Miriam:  I'm sorry I missed the first go-round of contributions to this
thread.  My teaching of writing students have consistently praised NUTS
AND BOLTS, ed. Tom Newkirk (Heinemann).
 
Chris Thaiss
George Mason Univ.
Fairfax, VA 22030
 
On Wed, 5 Jun 1996, Miriam Herrera
wrote:
 
> Dear Friends,
>
> Several of you have asked for the readings that this group
> suggested to me for a new  Writing Practicum course.
>
> Here are snippits of the suggestions I received.  If any of you have any
> others to add, that would be great.
>
> "...(with the ST. MARTIN'S HANDBOOK),
> you can get their ancillary SOURCEBOOK FOR WRITING TUTORS, which
> contains, among other good articles, that popular Brooks piece."
>
> "pp. 70-75 of Ed
> White's DEVELOPING SUCCESSFUL WRITING PROGRAMS, on "Keeping the Focus on
> Writing" (rather than on grammar rules themselves)."
>
>
> THE PRACTICAL TUTOR, by
> Emily Meyer and Louise Z. Smith, Oxford UP (1987).
>
> "Our tutors overwhelmingly choose Jeff Brooks' "Minimalist
> Tutoring: Making Students Do All the Work" (WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER 15.6
> (1991): 1-4) as the single most helpful article among those I've given
> them."
>
>
> Thank you,
>
> Miriam
>
> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ MIRIAM HERRERA ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>                    English Department  &  Academic Support Center
>                               Russell Sage College
>                                  Troy, NY 12180
>    (518) 270--2026                     ***                  herrem@sage.edu
> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 6 Jun 1996 07:25:13 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "J. Reed and W. Wheeler" <reedww@CRIS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Writing Practicum Course
 
I know it has been around awhile, but what about Muriel Harris's book
*Teaching One to One: The Writing Conference* NCTE 1986.  I used it in an
undergraduate  writing practicum course for tutors and others going on to
teach writing in elementary and high school.
J. Reed
 
At 10:32 PM 6/5/96 -0400, you wrote:
>Dear Friends,
>
>Several of you have asked for the readings that this group
>suggested to me for a new  Writing Practicum course.
>
>Here are snippits of the suggestions I received.  If any of you have any
>others to add, that would be great.
>
>"...(with the ST. MARTIN'S HANDBOOK),
>you can get their ancillary SOURCEBOOK FOR WRITING TUTORS, which
>contains, among other good articles, that popular Brooks piece."
>
>"pp. 70-75 of Ed
>White's DEVELOPING SUCCESSFUL WRITING PROGRAMS, on "Keeping the Focus on
>Writing" (rather than on grammar rules themselves)."
>
>
>THE PRACTICAL TUTOR, by
>Emily Meyer and Louise Z. Smith, Oxford UP (1987).
>
>"Our tutors overwhelmingly choose Jeff Brooks' "Minimalist
>Tutoring: Making Students Do All the Work" (WRITING LAB NEWSLETTER 15.6
>(1991): 1-4) as the single most helpful article among those I've given
>them."
>
>
>Thank you,
>
>Miriam
>
>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ MIRIAM HERRERA ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>                   English Department  &  Academic Support Center
>                              Russell Sage College
>                                 Troy, NY 12180
>   (518) 270--2026                     ***                  herrem@sage.edu
>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 6 Jun 1996 07:36:13 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "J. Reed and W. Wheeler" <reedww@CRIS.COM>
Subject:      Re: A request and an opportunity
 
When I was at Mansfield University of Pennsylvania from 1990 - 1993, I
initiated portfolio assessment for basic writing, replacing an exit exam
that had been in existence for 20+ years.  Portfolios students compiled
included 3 of the essays they wrote during the term, including one in-class
impromptu essay and two others, one involving at least one reading and the
other an expressive (or more personal) piece.  Teachers of the courses all
read portfolios together for several hours, (sometimes other members of the
department helped out, but only those who had taught basic writing in other
semesters).  We read the portfolios with a given set of criteria in front of
us to mark off.  The reading was strictly pass/fail.  Each portfolio was
read at least twice, and when there was disagreement, the portfolio went to
a third reader.  My former colleagues at Mansfield tell me that portfolio
assessment for the basic writing course continues and has become a fixture
there.
                                        Janine Reed
 
If you choose to include this, I'd like to send you a bio directly rather
than to the list.  thanks.
 
 At 12:53 AM 6/6/96 -0500, you wrote:
>Folks,
>
>Liz Hamp-Lyons and I are in the final stages of a book on portfolio
>assessment in college, for Hampton Press, and we'd like to include a set of
>descriptions from people who are currently mounting portfolio assessments
>in writing programs, WAC, entry-level, graduation, or exit assessment, etc.
>Especially programs that haven't been widely written about.
>
>What we propose is this:
>Send us a *brief* description of your program, via return e-mail.  No more
>than a screenful.  And attach your signature file.  In one chapter we
>describe some of the typical programs--ones we're probably all familiar
>with from the literature--in order to show how the theory of portfolio
>assessment we've developed works in practice.  We think that chapter will
>be much more helpful to readers if it ends with a list of working programs.
>
>
>So, send us your description and we'll put it in the book, in as close to
>your own words as we can manage (if you go on too long, we might snip a bit
>here and there, in the service of including all the descriptions people
>send us).  And we'll retain your signature file, so that interested parties
>can contact you.  A little free publicity for you, and and more
>comprehensive chapter for us--deal?
>
>Thanks,
>Bill (and Liz)
>
>
>
>Bill Condon, Director                                bcondon@umich.edu
>English Composition Board                            Phone:  313-764-9961
>1025 Angell Hall                                     FAX:  313-763-0937
>University of Michigan
>Ann Arbor, MI 48109
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 6 Jun 1996 11:54:02 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ruth Mirtz <rmirtz@GARNET.ACNS.FSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
Mara: I'd like a copy of the chart, too.  Thanks for putting it together.
 
Snail Mail:
Ruth Mirtz
406 WMS
Florida State University
Tallahassee FL 32306-1036
Ruth M. Mirtz
Director, First Year Writing Program
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL  32306-1036
rmirtz@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 6 Jun 1996 13:36:37 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         sharon quiroz <squiroz@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Putting the Writing Program in its Place
 
Like Tim Peeples, I love this strand!
 
CALL:
 
THE JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE AND LEARNING ACROSS THE DISCIPLINES seeks
manuscripts on Putting the Writing Program in Its Place for the Fall issue,
1997.    Deadline for submissions is August 15.
 
 
 
I attach the announcements for Volume 2, three issues next year.
 
 
TIME TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO
 
 LANGUAGE AND LEARNING ACROSS THE DISCIPLINES
 
Volume 2
 Fall, Winter, Spring/Summer 1996-97
 
Issue #1: Locating Programs
positions,  practices,
 
* Writing in the Disciplines
* Writing from the English Department
 
* Writing  at the Research University
* Writing  at the Small College
* Writing at the Community College
 
 
Issue #2: WAC Retrospective
 
an issue featuring the
  Writing Across the Curriculum
National Conference in
Charleston, Feb. 6-8, 1997
 
Issue #3: Resources
 
* Collaborating across the Disciplines
* Bibliographies for the Disciplines
* Review Essays of Research
* Book Reviews for Writing in the Disciplines
You are invited to submit manuscripts for Issues 1 and 3.  All manuscripts
will be carefully reviewed by members of the editorial board and
appropriate outside readers.  You may expect to hear from us in two months.
When submitting a manuscript please:
 
        *follow the current MLA or APA style sheet
        *submit three copies (3,000 to 7,000 words)
*print your name, address, telephone number and affiliation on a cover
sheet, not on the manuscripts
*enclose sufficient postage clipped, not pasted, to an addressed envelope
 
SEND MANUSCRIPTS TO:
Sharon Quiroz and Michael Pemberton, Editors
Journal of Language and Learning Across the Disciplines
1111 Angell Hall
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1003
(313) 936 3141
Fax: 313 764 2772
squiroz@umich.edu
 
 
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:
 
The Journal of Language and Learning across the Disciplines  is published
three times a year.  All subscriptions are handled on an academic,
calendar-year basis (no matter when you join us during the academic
year--beginning in September and ending in August--we will mail you all
three issues).
 
___Yes, I want to subscribe to The Journal of Language and Learning across
the Disciplines
 
                ___ Institutional Subscription--$25.00
                          Check or money order issued by an institution or
organization
 
                ____ Personal Subscription--$20.00
                          Payment remitted by personal check or money order
 
 
 Name___________________________________________________
 
Address__________________________________________________
 
Mail subscription and ordering forms to
 
Michael A. Pemberton
Assistant Professor, Department of English
Director, Writers' Workshop
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
608 S. Wright St.
Urbana, IL  61801
(217) 333-7014
michaelp@uiuc.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 7 Jun 1996 10:57:19 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David J. Coogan" <coogan@CHARLIE.CNS.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: request for an email address
In-Reply-To:  <9605311735.AA55668@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu>
 
Does anyone have Cindy Selfe's email address handy?  If you do, please
backchannel to me.
 
Thanks!
 
Dave Coogan
coogan@charlie.acc.iit.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 7 Jun 1996 14:22:16 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         D'Ann George <dgeorge@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      How To ALWAYS Win Arguments
 
                        How to ALWAYS Win Arguments
                            (a bit of humor)
 
I argue very well. Ask any of my remaining friends. I can win an argument
on any topic, against any opponent.  People know this, and steer clear of
me at parties.  Often, as an even greater sign of their great respect,
they don't even invite me.  You too can win arguments. Simply follow these
rules:
 
         * DON'T BE AFRAID TO BOOST YOUR CONFIDENCE WITH LIQUOR
 
Suppose you're at a party and some hotshot intellectual is expounding
on the economy of Peru, a subject you know nothing about.  If you're
drinking some health-fanatic drink like grapefruit juice, you'll hang
around, afraid to display your ignorance, while the hotshot entralls your
date.
 
But if you drink several large shots of scotch, you'll discover you
have STRONG VIEWS about the Peruvian economy.  You'll be a WEALTH of
information.  You'll argue forcefully, offering searing insights and
possibly upsetting furniture.  People will be impressed. Some may leave
the room.
 
         * DON'T BE AFRAID TO MAKE THINGS UP.
 
Suppose, in the Peruvian economy argument, you are trying to prove
Peruvians are underpaid, a position you base solely on the fact that
YOU are underpaid,
 
and you're damned if you're going to let a bunch of Peruvians be better
off.
 
DON'T say: "I think Peruvians are underpaid."  Say: "The average
Peruvian's salary in 1981 dollars adjusted for the revised tax base is
$1,452.81 per annum, which is $836.07 before the mean gross poverty
level."
 
         NOTE: ALWAYS MAKE UP EXACT FIGURES
 
If an opponent asks you where you got your information, make THAT
up, too.
 
Say: "This information comes from Dr. Hovel T. Moon's study for the
Buford Commission published May 9, 1982.  Didn't you read it?"  Say
this in the same tone of voice you would use to say "You left your
soiled underwear in my bath house."
 
         * USE MEANINGLESS BUT WEIGHTY-SOUNDING WORDS AND PHRASES
 
Memorize this list:
              Let me put it this way
             In terms of
             Vis-a-vis
             Per se
             As it were
             Qua
             So to speak
 
You should also memorize some Latin abbreviations such as "Q.E.D.,"
"e.g.," and "i.e."  These are all short for "I speak Latin, and you do
not."
 
Here's how to use these words and phrases.  Suppose you want to
say:
 
"Peruvians would like to order appetizers more often, but they don't
have enough money."
 
You never win arguments talking like that.  But you WILL win if you
say:
"Let me put it this way.  In terms of appetizers vis-a-vis Peruvians qua
Peruvians, they would like to order them more often, so to speak, but
they do not have enough money per se, as it were.  Q.E.D."
 
Only a fool would challenge that statement.
 
         * USE SNAPPY AND IRRELEVANT COMEBACKS.
 
You need an arsenal of all-purpose irrelevent phrases to fire back at
your opponents when they make valid points.  The best are:
 
         You're begging the question.
         You're being defensive.
         Don't compare apples and oranges.
         What are your parameters?
 
This last one is especially valuable.  Nobody, other than
mathematicians, has the vaguest idea what "parameters" means.
 
Here's how to use your comebacks:
 
     You say                "As Abraham Lincoln said in 1873..."
     Your opponents says    "Lincoln died in 1865"
     You say                 "You're begging the question."
 
                              OR
 
     You say                 "Liberians, like most Asians..."
     Your opponent says      "Liberia is in Africa."
     You say                 "You're being defensive."
 
 
 
       * COMPARE YOUR OPPONENT TO ADOLF HITLER
 
This is your heavy artillery, for when your opponent is obviously right
and you are spectacularly wrong.  Bring Hitler up subtly. Say:
 
"That sounds suspiciously like something Adolf Hitler might say" or
"You  certainly do remind me of Adolf Hitler."
 
You now know how to out-argue anybody.  However, Do not try to pull any of
this on people who generally carry weapons.
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 7 Jun 1996 14:37:41 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Diana George <dgeorge@MTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: request for an email address
 
>Does anyone have Cindy Selfe's email address handy?  If you do, please
>backchannel to me.
>
>Thanks!
>
>Dave Coogan
>coogan@charlie.acc.iit.edu
 
cyselfe@mtu.edu
 
     ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
 
 
 
        Diana George
        1400 Townsend Dr.
        Department of Humanities
        Michigan Technological University
        Houghton, MI 49931
        906-487-2016
        FAX 906-487-3559
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Jun 1996 18:16:27 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Carol Bailey <baileyc@VT.EDU>
Subject:      Call for Proposals
 
Feel free to post this call for proposals to other relevant lists.  Thanks.
 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS
 
"netWORKS:  Connecting Learners Across the Curriculum"
 
Mid-Atlantic Alliance for Computers and Writing Conference
October 4-5, 1996
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA
 
Hosted by: The University Writing Program at Virginia Tech
 
The Mid-Atlantic Alliance for Computers and Writing Conference being held
this fall at Virginia Tech will provide a forum for examining how computer
technology can connect learners--to the material, to instructors, and to
each other--through the written word.  We will explore the pedagogical
benefits of connecting students via computers across disciplines, across
academic levels, and across the world.  "netWORKS: Connecting Learners
Across the Curriculum" will offer hands-on workshops, round table
discussions, demonstrations, concurrent sessions, and addresses by keynote
speakers.
 
As one of the nineteen regional organizations of the  Alliance for
Computers and Writing, the goal of MAACW is to advance the use of computers
for teaching writing by helping faculty explore the use of computers in
their teaching, providing computer training and consultation for teachers
wishing to use computers, locating and disseminating up-to-date information
regarding the use of computer teaching aids, and creating more
institutional support and recognition for those who use computers in
conjunction with their teaching.  Although MAACW's roots are in the
computers and writing community, this conference will be valuable to anyone
interested in technology and education.
 
We welcome proposals for this conference from faculty and administrators
from all disciplines and academic levels.  We especially would like to
receive proposals from teachers in disciplines traditionally
under-represented at conferences like MAACW,  e.g., agriculture, business,
engineering, mathematics, and chemistry. Proposals for interactive
demonstrations, workshops, team and interdisciplinary presentations, panels
involving faculty and students, and round table discussions are strongly
encouraged. Proposals for individual twenty-minute papers and three-person
panels also are welcome.
 
Papers and presentations covering any aspect of the use of computers for
writing will be considered.  Suggested topics include:  gaining access to
technology, assessment of computers and writing projects, administration of
computer labs/technology initiatives, curriculum innovation for the
integration of computers, the internet and writing, hypertext/hypermedia,
MOOS and teaching in cyberspace, linking K-16 via computers,  computers and
the community college, ESL and computers, training faculty in
computer-aided instruction, gender, race, and social class issues relating
to technology and learning, and student responses to use of computers for
writing.
 
Registration, travel, and accommodation information will be posted on our
homepage, which is currently under construction.  This information should
be available by June 15, 1996.  After this date, please visit our Web site
at: http://www.phil.vt.edu/MAACW/
 
Guidelines for Proposals
 
Those wishing to submit individual or panel proposals should send a 250-500
word summary of the presentation to one of  the addresses given below.  All
proposals should include the following:  Title of presentation, name(s),
institutional address(es), phone number(s), and email address(es) for all
presenters, and a list of computer (IBM/Mac, internet hookup, etc.) and
audiovisual equipment requirements.
 
Review of proposals will begin on August 15, 1996.  Rolling review will
continue until September 15, 1996.  Initial notification of acceptances
will be sent out on September 1, 1996.
 
Send email submissions to:
 
baileyc@vt.edu
 
Send paper proposals to:
 
Carol Bailey
University Writing Program
130 Hillcrest Hall
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061-0454
 
Ph:  (540) 231-6995
Fax: (540) 231-4522
 
From:   Carol A. Bailey
Office: Director, University Writing Program
        Hillcrest Hall
        Virginia Tech
        Blacksburg, VA  24061-0454
Phone:  540-231-7534
        540-231-6995
e-mail: baileyc@vt.edu
fax:    540-231-4522
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 12:05:09 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      2nd attempt at message--apologies for header-stuff
 
From:   IN%"postmaster@cnsvax.albany.edu"  "PMDF Mail Server" 11-JUN-1996 10:50:11.36
To:     IN%"SN282@cnsvax.albany.edu"
CC:
Subj:   Undeliverable mail: local delivery failure
 
Return-path: <>
Received: from cnsvax.albany.edu by cnsvax.albany.edu (PMDF V5.0-7 #8051)
 id <01I5S304XF9C8WWOQ4@cnsvax.albany.edu> for SN282@cnsvax.albany.edu; Tue,
 11 Jun 1996 10:49:08 -0400 (EDT)
Date: Tue, 11 Jun 1996 10:49:08 -0400 (EDT)
From: PMDF Mail Server <postmaster@cnsvax.albany.edu>
Subject: Undeliverable mail: local delivery failure
To: SN282@cnsvax.albany.edu
Message-id: <01I5S308ASH48WWOQ4@cnsvax.albany.edu>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: MULTIPART/MIXED; BOUNDARY="Boundary (ID LS5VDCkPTdCp6tARpbNrbw)"
 
 
--Boundary (ID LS5VDCkPTdCp6tARpbNrbw)
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
The message could not be delivered to:
 
Addressee: "in%wpa-l@asuacad.bitnet"
Reason:
  %MAIL-E-USERSPEC, invalid user specification '@ASUACAD.BITNET'
The message could not be delivered to some or all recipients.
 
--Boundary (ID LS5VDCkPTdCp6tARpbNrbw)
Content-type: MESSAGE/RFC822
 
Received: from cnsvax.albany.edu by cnsvax.albany.edu (PMDF V5.0-7 #8051)
 id <01I5S302F0HC8Y5ITA@cnsvax.albany.edu> for
 "in%wpa-l@asuacad.bitnet"@cnsvax.albany.edu; Tue,
 11 Jun 1996 10:49:00 -0500 (EST)
Date: Tue, 11 Jun 1996 10:49:00 -0500 (EST)
From: "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <sn282@cnsvax.albany.edu>
Subject: consultancy in the near future
To: "in%wpa-l@asuacad.bitnet" <"in%wpa-l@asuacad.bitnet"@cnsvax.albany.edu>
Message-id: <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960611103622.541094014A-100000@cnsvax.albany.edu>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
 
Hello. First, my thanks for all who advised me on portables/laptops. I ended
up (for $ reasons, among others) with a Toshiba Satellite 100CS. Nice, but
not very fancy. Under other circumstances . . . but, maybe later.
 
However, I now have a VERY SERIOUS (no irony) request. Our English Dept.
here is having some serious conflict. To put it in very brief terms, a
group of us--about 14 of the total 30 tenure-track faculty--have proposed
to create a new unit, the Department of Writing Studies. This unit would
sponsor first-year writing, a writing major (that includes both rhetoric and
poetics), an MA, and our PhD ("Writing, Teaching, Criticism"). The
proposal would presumably leave the rest of the faculty in English, but
in fact we said nothing about that. Our concern is to pursue what we
understand to be our disciplinary work--as writers, teachers, and
scholars--and that appears to require a unit founded on the centrality of
writing.
 
The Administration is taking this very seriously. At present, we are
trying to reach agreement on consultants to help negotiate this proposal.
In particular, we are looking for people holding ADMINISTRATIVE
POSITIONS--Deans, Vice Presidents, Deans of Grad Studies, and the
like--who have a background in English, and who (this is an obvious
concern) have some understanding of/sympathy with the troubles writing
tends to face in English Depts.
 
If you know of such people--and I know there are some on this list--could
you please let me know, and help me contact them? (The consultancy would,
I understand, take place this fall, 1996.)
 
As I say, this is extremely serious business--in fact, I have never been
involved in any institutional issue of greater moment. So any help will be
much appreciated.
 
Steve North
sn282@cnsvax.albany.edu
 
--Boundary (ID LS5VDCkPTdCp6tARpbNrbw)--
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 10:06:59 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 2nd attempt at message--apologies for header-stuff
 
>
>The Administration is taking this very seriously. At present, we are
>trying to reach agreement on consultants to help negotiate this proposal.
>In particular, we are looking for people holding ADMINISTRATIVE
>POSITIONS--Deans, Vice Presidents, Deans of Grad Studies, and the
>like--who have a background in English, and who (this is an obvious
>concern) have some understanding of/sympathy with the troubles writing
>tends to face in English Depts.
>
Steve--the first folks who come to mind:
 
Dave Schwalm, at Arizona State West, soon to be at Arizona State East with
a new and improved title (Vice Provost level, Dave?  Am I remembering
correctly?)
 
Elaine Maimon, incoming provost of Arizona State West
 
Joe Comprone, a Dean at ASU West
 
You might also contact Ann Johns, Associate Dean of Arts & Letters at San
Diego State, where she is also a member of the newly formed Department of
Rhetoric and Writing Studies.
 
BTW, for those on this list, I am leaving my position as Associate Dean of
the College of Liberal Arts and will be the new Chair of English here at
WSU.  There are a lot of us folks who used to be in writing program
administration who are moving into other administrative positions.  We
might start a new thread:  taking over the institution.
 
Cheers, Sue McLeod
 
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 13:59:15 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 2nd attempt at message--apologies for header-stuff
 
Steve, you'll want to get in touch with Barry Maid at Little Rock-Arkansas.
He's former chair of such a department;  he's list manager of a discussion
group for free-standing writing programs/departments;  he can give you a
comprehensive list of such programs/departments;  and he can tell you who
has the qualifications for consultants that you list.
 
Best wishes,
 
Becky Howard
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 14:01:34 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU>
Subject:      and Barry's address is.....
 
bmmaid@ualr
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 11:55:11 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
 
Yo, Rickly!
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 15:27:27 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU>
Subject:      Elbow on violence
 
Years ago I read a Peter Elbow piece in which he talked about learning as
violence:  the process of learning is a process in which one's ideas are
constantly embattled.  I'm racking my brain but can't remember where this
is.  Is it *Writing Without Teachers*?  Anyone remember?
 
Thanks,
 
Becky Howard
Department of Interdisciplinary Writing
Colgate University, Hamilton NY 13346-1398
Voice (315)
24-7315;  FAX (315) 824-7045
http://www2.colgate.edu/diw/rhoward
bhoward@center.colgate.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 16:36:37 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
X-To:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU>
 
> Subject:        and Barry's address is.....
> To:             Multiple recipients of list WPA-L <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
> bmmaid@ualr
 
 
This address does not work for me.  Mieke
 
 
 
 
 
 
>
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 15:41:01 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         BMMAID@UALR.EDU
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
 
Mieke--
 
And anyone else who might be interested.
 
My email address is
 
bmmaid@ualr.edu
 
Becky simply forgot the edu.
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 17:18:24 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karin Evans <KarinEvans@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Sympathetic deans and administrators
 
How aobut Erika Lindemann--is she still a dean at UNC-Chapel Hill?  She was
the head of writing programs in a fairly contentious situation at UNC, I
think.
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 14:25:36 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/11/96 13:34
 
I was going to suggest Barry Maid, Sue Mcleod, Carol Hartzog, Barbara
Cambridge, and (oh Alzheimers!) from Colorado School o' Mines (a very familiar
name that will come to me just as I press the send key) Argh.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 18:45:45 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Deborah Holdstein <gas54r0@UXA.ECN.BGU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96061114253829@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
On Tue, 11 Jun 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> I was going to suggest Barry Maid, Sue Mcleod, Carol Hartzog, Barbara
> Cambridge, and (oh Alzheimers!) from Colorado School o' Mines (a very familiar
> name that will come to me just as I press the send key) Argh.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
 
Sorry to waste everyone's bandwidth, but, David, I need to know if you've
received this message.  None of my posts lately have given me the "list
acknowledgement" I'm used to getting.
 
Thanks and apologies,
Deb
 
Deborah H. Holdstein
Governors State University
University Park, Illinois 60466
gas54r0@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 17:05:49 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/11/96 16:46
 
Yes, I received the message. Something happened to Listserv about a week ago,
and possibly some of your default settings got changed, such as repro/no repro
or ack/noack.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jun 1996 22:18:09 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
 
And the Colorado School of Mines name is (envelope please), Barbara Olds.
The school is also known, thanks to a typo in the RMMLA program one time,
as Colorado School of Mimes.  Marcel Marceau, look out.
 
Sue McLeod
 
 
 
>On Tue, 11 Jun 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
>
>> I was going to suggest Barry Maid, Sue Mcleod, Carol Hartzog, Barbara
>> Cambridge, and (oh Alzheimers!) from Colorado School o' Mines (a very
>>familiar
>> name that will come to me just as I press the send key) Argh.
>>
>> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
>> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
>> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
>> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>>
>
>Sorry to waste everyone's bandwidth, but, David, I need to know if you've
>received this message.  None of my posts lately have given me the "list
>acknowledgement" I'm used to getting.
>
>Thanks and apologies,
>Deb
>
>Deborah H. Holdstein
>Governors State University
>University Park, Illinois 60466
>gas54r0@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jun 1996 11:03:05 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         linda adler kassner <kassn001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      Elbow on violence
 
Becky:
It's not in _Writing Without Teachers_ -- I've just finished re-reading it for
an article I'm working on.
I don't know what you're working on, but if it's violence/literacy stuff you're
looking for, don't forget Elsbeth Stuckey's _The Violence of Literacy_.
 
Linda Adler-Kassner
General College
Teaching Specialist/Writing Program Co-Administrator
University of Minnesota
140 Appleby Hall, Mpls. 55455
(612)625-6383-phone (612) 626-7848-fax
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jun 1996 19:37:43 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene Patterson Ward <iward@KSU.KSU.EDU>
X-To:         "Ann M. Woodlief" <awood@saturn.vcu.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <9606122302.AA89862@saturn.vcu.edu>
 
WPA-L Readers,
Has anyone else out there set up a computerized writing classroom like
the one discribed below? or know of one?  In other words, one based in
collaborative software primarily.
 
Ann, to answer your question:
 
Well for instance I just discovered a whole range of software that
supports collaboration, the products I've been most impressed with in
this area are PictureTel, and it's LAN version called LiveLan, and LANShare.
PictureTel works over ISDN phone lines and LiveLan over the network.
Both have compressed video and audio, and the ability to share any
windows application over the lines or net.  For instance you could
prepare a PowerPoint slide presentation and send to each student to view,
copy, and take home to review. You have real-time conferenceing feature
and a whiteboard application that lets more that one person revise and
edit, good for small group work on a single document, the white board
also lets you draw diagrams and tables, and lets you write with colored
pens on documents as well as edit them.
 
I designed a classroom with LANShare, which is LiveLAN minus the
compressed video and audio, for our first dedicated writing classroom and
then have Dadelus for it's classroom email and other features.
 
This should make for a very flexible teaching evironment, I hope.
 
 
Irene Ward
Director of Expository Writing
Kansas State University
iward@ksu.ksu.edu
 
On Wed, 12 Jun 1996, Ann M. Woodlief wrote:
 
> >
> >
> > Ann,
> >
> > There is a whole world out there of software, much of it just beginning
> > to be marketed in education. Some very interesting software has been
> > designed to share software (hence documents), as well as application that
> > let students or anyone work on the same document while in dfferent
> > locations, from different computers,
>
> I know of CONNECT and Common Space; what others do you know?
>
>  -- In other words there are lots of
> > ways to do things. I would <a> look around some before committing, <b>
> > have an
> > idea what you would like to do and then see if there is software that
> > allows you to do that.
> >
> > But would hypertext versions of the Major Norton anthologies be more
> > useful than the print copies?
> >
> > Irene Ward
> > Director of Expository Writing
> > Kansas State University
> > iward@ksu.ksu.edu
> >
> > On Wed, 12 Jun 1996, Ann Woodlief wrote:
> >
> > > Next Thursday (June 20) I will be meeting with the folks from W. W. Norton
> > > (of Norton anthology and CONNECT fame) and some other faculty/computerhead
> > > folks to talk about what Norton (with its considerable interest, clout,
> > > reputation, not to mention nice and knowledgeable folks) might be able to do
> > > with computers and CD media that we faculty members could use for our
> > > teaching (or even for our research). I have my own little ideas, but we
> > > really need to hear from you. Dream a little: what would you most like to
> > > have in hand, in terms of software, disks, or CD, or even Website
> > > possibilities, for your teaching?
> > >
> > > Here's what Steve Hoge, Norton's BMD ("big media dude"), is thinking about,
> > > for starters:
> > >         Topics that I'm interested in discussing regarding
> > >           literature involve CD-ROM vs/and/or the Web.
> > >
> > >           I've some reason for believing that many teachers feel that
> > >           CD-ROM is "limited."  However, the customizable Bookworm
> > >           platform allows anyone to blow the roof off the existing
> > >           content and even add to it.
> > >
> > >           Also, part of the reason I feel CD-ROM has lost some steam
> > >           is due to the yet unfulfilled promises of the web, mostly
> > >           related to bandwidth, multimedia stuff.  It's bound to
> > >           happen, but it's going to take some time.
> > >
> > >           So, I suppose I'm wondering how we as a producer of content
> > >           can help establish a model of symbiosis between web and CD.
> > >           With the promises of plug-ins like Shockwave it could be
> > >           that CDs become more content oriented, _served_ by a web
> > >           interface.
> > >
> > >           Also, the biggest marketing concern regarding electronic
> > >           media is the fork in the road branching to instructor's needs
> > >           on the one hand and student's on the other.  I've seen too
> > >           many projects that try to be too much to too many audiences.
> > >           Currently there are at least 3 major Shakespeare web projects
> > >           in development and I can't imagine any undergraduates
> > >           gleaning a streamlined understanding of what they're about.
> > >           (One's very close, however). Also, if a publisher designs an
> > >           interface ideal for student tutorial or for faculty research,
> > >           it's very unlikely that that interface will be useful in
> > >           lecture.
> > >
> > >           Filesharing (Connect) is the 3rd tine of the fork - a
> > >           reckoning on the investigative process involving web and cd,
> > >           or, more simply, a writing tool that makes sense. Here too
> > >           there's the question of access -- web vs. LAN, etc.
> > >
> > >           More directly for your friends, I wonder how they (and you)
> > >           would feel about having sizable chunks of media associated
> > >           "around" literary subjects you teach. Lecture-oriented bits
> > >           for projection from media station.  It seems that the
> > >           computer lab is used 1 time out of 3 in most cases--the
> > >           remainder on lecture.
> > >
> > > So--what do you think?
> > > *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
> > > Ann Woodlief
> > > VCU, English Dept
> > > Richmond VA 23284-2005
> > >
> >
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jun 1996 20:46:10 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
X-To:         BMMAID@UALR.EDU
 
Thanks, should have figured out that edu all by myself.  Anyway, as
someone who runs a free-standing (or whatever term Becky used) writing
programme, I am interested in the discussion group that you manage.
 
Thanks, Mieke
 
> My email address is
>
> bmmaid@ualr.edu
>
> Becky simply forgot the edu.
>
> Barry Maid
> bmmaid@ualr.edu
>
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jun 1996 21:55:46 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Bloom paperback (fwd)
 
Here is (almost) official confirmation about the 21st CENTURY book.  Let
me add that I am in negotiation with SIU Press about the royalties for
the book.
 
Having written two letters to SIU--and I am sure having been
additionally supported by a lot of other letters, memoranda, and verbal
support from WPAers--I just want to say thanks to all.  Royalties from
the book probably won't make the Council of Writing Progam Adminstrators
rich, but it will certainly help us do more of the right things (whatever
they are).
 
Charles I. Schuster
Department of English
U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI  53201
414-229-5293
 
"Question and answer are not logical relations . . . If an answer does
not give rise to a new question from itself, it falls out of the dialogue"
                                                M. M. Bakhtin
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Wed, 12 Jun 1996 14:14:04 -0500
From: Curtis L. Clark <cclark@siu.edu>
To: cis@csd.uwm.edu
Subject: Bloom paperback
 
Dear Charles:
 
Because my last day here at the Press is 21 June (I'm going to the
University of Alabama Press as senior editor), this decision will be made by
others, but it is my understanding that Bloom will be issued as a paperback
as part of our spring 1997 list.  I'm not sure if this is absolutely final
yet, but it is my understanding that it will happen.
 
All best,
Curtis L. Clark
Director of Sales and Marketing
Southern Illinois University Press
P.O. Box 3697
Carbondale, Illinois 62902-3697
Phone 618-453-6623
Fax 618-453-1221
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jun 1996 11:14:38 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         BMMAID@UALR.EDU
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
 
Folks--
 
I am posting the information that Mieke requested to the list just in case
anyone else might be interested.
 
To subscribe to FreeWrit, the mail list for Independent Writing Programs, send
mail to:
 
To: mailserv@ualr.edu
Subject:
Message should read
subscribe freewrit <your name>
 
The list has been exceptionally quiet since C's.  It tends to go in spurts,
a flurry or activity when someone raises an issue or a question, then quiet for
some time.
 
You're all welcome to join.
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
 
P.S. You are all also welcome to visit the FreeWrit web site at:
 
http://www.ualr.edu/~bmmaid/freewrit.html
 
I will admit I haven't maintained the site as it deserves, but I'm hoping to
make some changes there later this summer.
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jun 1996 12:16:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         MCLARK@UBVMS.CC.BUFFALO.EDU
Organization: University at Buffalo
Subject:      Joining the WPA Listserve
 
I would like to join the WPA listserve.
 
I am Director of Composition and Writing Assessment
at the State University of New York at Buffalo
(English Dept.).
 
(Dr.) Mili Clark
MCLARK@UBVMS.CC.BUFFALO.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jun 1996 12:50:22 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         NK_NYDAHL@COMMNET.EDU
Subject:      Using Student Writing Groups
X-To:         wcenter@ttacs6.ttu.edu
 
I've tried repeatedly reach Wordshop Productions for information about
their video "Using Student Writing Groups."  No one answers and I've gotten
no response from a voice-mail message.  Is anyone from the company on
this list.  If so, could you contact me?  Or does anyone else know how I
could get in touch with them.  (Yes, I know it's summer . . .)
 
Rumor had it that the company was working on a new version of the video.
Is that the case?
 
Thanks for your help.
 
Joel Nydahl
Writing Coordinator
Norwalk Community-Technical College
Norwalk, CT 06854
Tel:  203-857-7335
FAX:  203-857-7297
 
NK_NYDAHL@APOLLO.COMMNET.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jun 1996 13:49:29 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
 
To everyone who offered suggestions, on-list and off: Thank you! We have a
satisfyingly strong list to propose, and even some guarded optimism (to go
with our boundless idealism).
 
It will be interesting to watch as this paraticular occasion of what might
mark--who knows?--a significant disciplinary shift (i.e., from reading-centered
to writing-centered) unfolds. Lots of it going around, obviously.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jun 1996 19:41:07 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      SUNY Albany
 
A friend forwarded to me a petition and a somewhat alarmist document about the
destruction of faculty governance at SUNY Albany that puts Steve North's
recent posts in a context that I suspect might be viewed rather differently by
English Department chairs (among whom the petition and document has been
circulated) and WPAs (among whom it has not been circulated). Anybody got a
clean copy to post? Mine is heavily laden with headers and comments by others,
and I prefer not to post it. But in it, you can read of these 25 poor
literature faculty being tormented by 14 overpaid and underworked Marxist
feminists disguised as writing folks. We have ARRIVED!
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jun 1996 19:46:47 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      No Subject
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/12/96 17:37
 
My experience with PictureTel is that it has a very irritating delay in it
that makes anything resembling conversation almost impossible. You have to aim
your comments for a break that hasn't happened yet in the other person's
discourse.
  But I'd like to hear more about LiveLan and LanShare.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 00:08:28 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      PETITION AND CONTEXT STATEMENT (fwd)
 
*** Resending note of 06/13/96 08:24
 
Here, with some of the "noise" removed, is the stuff on SUNY Albany that I have
 been getting.  I am NOT, I repeat, NOT soliciting any signatures for the petit
ion mentioned here.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: babsg@asu.edu
 
To: "David E. Schwalm" <david.schwalm@asu.edu>
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: ROBERT.NOWLAN@asu.edu
To: Nancy Gutierrez <icnag@ASUVM.INRE.asu.edu>
Subject: PETITION AND CONTEXT STATEMENT (fwd)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**********
 
PETITION To Restore Democratic Processes to The English Department at
SUNY-Albany
 
 
 
 We strongly protest the violation of democratic processes in the English
Department at SUNY-Albany which has resulted in the overthrow of the
democratically-elected new chair (with a vote of 25-14) by the Vice-President
for Academic Affairs, Judy L. Genshaft. This act of violence suppresses the
democratic practices of faculty self-governance in the academy and is an
effort to silence intellectual dissent. We urge the SUNY-Albany administration
to rescind its unwarranted, extremist and undemocratic act--which threatens
the freedom of intellectual inquiry--and to install the democratically-elected
new chair and restore fully democratic governance in the SUNY-Albany English
Department.
 
=================================
 
 
 
Name Signature Institutional Affiliation/ (please print) Independent Scholar
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------- (page 2)
 
 
 
CONTEXT
 
UNEQUAL LABOR RELATIONS, INTELLECTUAL SUPPRESSION, AND THE END OF DEMOCRATIC
PRACTICES IN THE SUNY-ALBANY ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
 
 On June 1, 1996, the Vice President for Academic Affairs at SUNY-Albany, Judy
L. Genshaft, overturned the democratic election of a new English Department
chair (chosen by a vote of 25-14) and took over control of the Department
through an Administration-appointed surrogate chair (from outside the
Department). This action amounts to an administrative _coup d'etat_ that
violates the basic principles of democratic self- governance in the University
whose role is to guard open intellectual inquiry and academic freedom. The
Vice President's ostensible "reason" for such an extremist and undemocratic
action is that the Department is in "crisis." The differences among faculty,
she declares, "and their attendant emotions" have created an unfriendly
"atmosphere" in the Department that prevents it from "delivering an academic
program."
 
 The "crisis," however, has been invented to block changes that are aimed at
redressing the Department's unequal labor relations and ending the special
privileges of a small group of English faculty. This highly privileged group
is a staunch ally of the University Administration and supports its
pro-business policies that (following Governor Pataki's administration) aim at
weakening academic departments--particularly their capacity for conducting
independent inquiries in the Humanities--and setting up in their place
autonomous units modeled after private enterprise in order to "privatize" and
commercialize more and more of public education. This group of English faculty
has enjoyed unparalleled privileges; they have taught very light teaching
loads (2-2 and 2-1 and even 1-1 courses a year) while many others have been
assigned much heavier teaching loads (3- 3 and 3-2 courses a year). They have
been rewarded with huge merit raises (a memo circulated on campus last summer
showed that some members of this group had received over 35 percent salary
increases over a two-year period), and are appointed to choice university and
departmental committees that control policies and this has enabled them (among
other practices) to limit the access of other faculty to graduate courses and
to directing doctoral dissertations. Some of these privileges have been
recently put in question by reforms that were underway in the Department. The
chair-elect was to gradually implement these reforms.
 
 In order to cover up the violence of its undemocratic acts and conceal the
actual causes of differences in the English Department (the unequal work
conditions and lopsided power relations), the Vice President has represented
the invented "crisis" as a "disciplinary" question: a tension between
"writing" and "literature." However, the privileged faculty is itself a mix of
"literature" and "writing" faculty and no particular disciplinary interest
defines their differences from the rest of the faculty. What binds the faculty
in this group together is the structure of hierarchical power in the
Department.
 
 The intellectual differences, which are being used to cover up the English
Department's unequal labor relations, are not in any simple sense disciplinary
but are far more complex and institutionally layered. They are extensions of
the conservative "myth of political correctness." The difference is not the
old conflict of "writing" vs. "literature" but rather is over the introduction
of new and not-so-new knowledges into the curriculum: the privileged faculty
resists changes that will bring New Historicism, Postcolonial Theory, New
Americanism, Critical Theory and particularly Marxism and Materialist Feminism
more actively into the curriculum.
 
 As a leverage in silencing the progressive faculty, the Vice President, as
part of her extremist actions, has already gone so far as to postpone final
approval of one Marxist-feminist faculty member's tenure.
 
 Democracy in the classroom and the university must be defended as a safeguard
and an extension of democratic practices in society at large. It is,
therefore, necessary to protest these repressive acts to silence intellectual
dissent, block reforms, and suppress democratic practices in the English
Department at SUNY-Albany.
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 09:12:03 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         sharon hamilton <SHAMILTO@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in its Place
In-Reply-To:  Message of Thu, 13 Jun 96 10:46:29 EST from
              <BCAMBRID@INDYCMS.IUPU I.EDU>
 
Barbara, I copied it down for an upcoming issue of Facultygram. To date I
do not have anyone to edit this for next year. I think I will try again to
attract a graduate student, and then I will have to ask associate faculty.
Thank heavens I still have some of that money to use as a lure. Any suggestions
And, by the way, CONGRATULATIONS!
Cheers, Sharon
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 10:39:59 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: SUNY Albany
 
I want to thank David Schwalm for reproducing the petition--that was the
first I'd heard of it. As I said in my earlier post on the topic, we
proposed a new unit, the Department of Writing Studies, housing first-year
writing; the Writing Center; an undergraduate major in Rhetoric and Poetics;
an MA program in writing; and a doctoral program in "Writing, Teaching,
Criticism." The Administration is taking this proposal seriously, and will
bring in consultant(s) to advise on the best courses of action.
 
Meanwhile, I am learning how to run that Toshiba portable, and how to
pronounce things like "kiitos" in Finnish--which means (he announced
proudly) thanks!
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 08:12:32 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in its Place
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/14/96 07:10
 
OK, what are we congratulating Barbara Cambridge for?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 08:26:25 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Schwalm <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: and Barry's address is.....
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/11/96 22:18
 
From: Tavid E. Schwalm
Thanks to Sue McLeod for supplementing my dying brain cells and supplying
Barabar Olds' name. And deepest apologies to Barbara. Gotta get to the WPA
Conference and refresh my memory.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 12:43:44 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "J. Reed and W. Wheeler" <reedww@CRIS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Using Student Writing Groups
 
I would try to reach them by mail.  I had trouble reaching them a few years
back, but they did eventually get back to me.  It could be that since they
all teach themselves, they are just busy right now.  The mailing address I
have for them is:
        Wordshop Productions, Inc.
        3832 N. Seventh Street
        Tacoma, WA   98406
I haven't heard the rumor about a new version of the video.
 
                                Janine Reed
 
At 12:50 PM 6/13/96 -0400, you wrote:
>I've tried repeatedly reach Wordshop Productions for information about
>their video "Using Student Writing Groups."  No one answers and I've gotten
>no response from a voice-mail message.  Is anyone from the company on
>this list.  If so, could you contact me?  Or does anyone else know how I
>could get in touch with them.  (Yes, I know it's summer . . .)
>
>Rumor had it that the company was working on a new version of the video.
>Is that the case?
>
>Thanks for your help.
>
>Joel Nydahl
>Writing Coordinator
>Norwalk Community-Technical College
>Norwalk, CT 06854
>Tel:  203-857-7335
>FAX:  203-857-7297
>
>NK_NYDAHL@APOLLO.COMMNET.EDU
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 09:52:50 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Using Student Writing Groups
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/14/96 09:46
 
Isn't this Susan Wyche Smith's video? Where is she? Go to the source.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 10:31:24 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Using Student Writing Groups
 
>I would try to reach them by mail.  I had trouble reaching them a few years
>back, but they did eventually get back to me.  It could be that since they
>all teach themselves, they are just busy right now.  The mailing address I
>have for them is:
>        Wordshop Productions, Inc.
>        3832 N. Seventh Street
>        Tacoma, WA   98406
>I haven't heard the rumor about a new version of the video.
>
>                                Janine Reed
>
>At 12:50 PM 6/13/96 -0400, you wrote:
>>I've tried repeatedly reach Wordshop Productions for information about
>>their video "Using Student Writing Groups."  No one answers and I've gotten
>>no response from a voice-mail message.  Is anyone from the company on
>>this list.  If so, could you contact me?  Or does anyone else know how I
>>could get in touch with them.  (Yes, I know it's summer . . .)
>>
>>Rumor had it that the company was working on a new version of the video.
>>Is that the case?
>>
>>Thanks for your help.
>>
>>Joel Nydahl
>>Writing Coordinator
>>Norwalk Community-Technical College
>>Norwalk, CT 06854
>>Tel:  203-857-7335
>>FAX:  203-857-7297
>>
>>NK_NYDAHL@APOLLO.COMMNET.EDU
 
I replied to Joel off list about this, but just to set the record
straight--this is Connie Hale and Susan Wyche's video, and they are both as
we speak at the Wyoming Conference.  They should be back answering the
phone in about three weeks.
 
There is a second video, called "Beginning Writing Groups";  my
understanding from Susan (my colleague here--she is now Susan Wyche, not
Wyche-Smith) that it has not been as popular.
 
Best person to contact is probably Connie in Tacoma, since she has the
supplies there.
>>
>>
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 15:13:16 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         PAT HOFFMANN <HOFFMAP@SPLAVA.CC.PLATTSBURGH.EDU>
Organization: SUNY at Plattsburgh, New York, USA
Subject:      SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
 
Take it from a recent grad--it is almost impossible to take/give a grad
course at SUNYA.  The place is fragmented and vicious--and the faculty have
polarized the grad students to the point that if a faculty member from
one faction is teaching a course, the students allied with the other
faction d attack, and, in general, undermine
the class.**  It is awful.  And that behavior is reinforced by the
supporting faction.  If you are working with a faculty member (i.e. your
dis supervisor) is from one camp, you suffer at the hands of the faculty
from the other.  A lot of education going on there but most of it is not
pretty and most of it has nothing much to do with literature or writing
or theory or scholarship.
 
My student experience was terrible.  Although I finished on time and my
dis won a university award, probably nobody there would much know me
because I commuted three hours (each way) to campus.
 
But it is people like me who were affected most I think.  I knew nobody
and was not a TA, so I belonged to the "outsider" camp; I had nothing
invested in the in-fighting, I only suffered under or because of it.
And lots of it was shocking, really.  I often drove three hours to
attend a three-hour class in which nothing but grilling the professor on
how she dared ask X, or who she thought she was saying Y, etc., went
on.**  Really, I won't go on, but will say that I am a war-torn survivor
of that program; whoever (VP or somebody) said that dept. is "in
crisis," is right on the mark.
 
**And I know that folks may say that someone who cannot control a class
etc. etc. etc. should not be in a class; I say that they have never had
the experience of fending off bright, aggressive Ph.D. students who will
be heroes in their mentors' opinions by flaying the person in front of
(or, just as often, in the circle with) them.
 
 
I am glad that somebody on this list has asked for both sides of the
SUNYA story to be aired--not that knowing both sides will help.  I do
not intend to offend  here, but the "whys" of this war elude me as
much as the "whys" of the Bosnian/Serb/Croat one; well, the proffered
"whys" do not seem to have anything to do with it, in my opinion;  they
just don't like the sight of one another as far as I can tell.
 
 
So--probably an injudicious post, but an honest one, in so far as one
can be "honest" when looking at two sides of a question from a
"situated" position ;-).
 
 
Pat Hoffmann, who may regret not remaining a lurker
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 16:48:19 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
X-To:         PAT HOFFMANN <HOFFMAP@SPLAVA.CC.PLATTSBURGH.EDU>
 
I admire people who speak up and try to be honest.  Bravo Pat.
(and I know absolutely no-one at SUNYA)
 
Mieke
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 16:23:36 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David J. Coogan" <coogan@CHARLIE.CNS.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      long post on SUNYA in crisis
In-Reply-To:  <01I5WIYI3LZM8X0VZF@splava.cc.plattsburgh.edu>
 
I just wanted to confirm the essence of what Pat was describing, speaking as
another recent SUNY grad).  My experience was somewhat
different. I was on campus quite a bit, worked as a teaching assistant, a
computer lab director, a research assistant, and so on--and did this for
five years.
 
Anyway, I wanted to comment on the nature of the division, which I thought
was a bit obscured in both Pat's post and the official grievance post.
To do this, I thought I'd share a few stray memories where I thought
these divisions were most clear to me:
 
1.  I once received an anonymous memo at SUNY (addressed to the whole dept.)
that accused certain faculty, who, of course, went unnamed of bribing
graduate students with jobs.  These faculty were also accused, it seemed,
of stooping to the level of the job market (that is, of conceiving
English studies in relation to the job market and not in relation to
timeless values).  SUNY has an excellent reputation of placing graduates
in positions that emphasize rhetoric and composition and creative writing.
 
2.  In one section of a required PhD course, "The Teaching of Literature
and Writing", only one day was given to the teaching of composition. For
this day, one of SUNY's composition theorists was asked to speak, and I
assisted (having already taken the course and passed my exams, which were
in composition).  The literature faculty who were running the course
demonstrated no
awareness of Composition as a disciplined field of inquiry and, frankly,
no understanding of anything except different "methods" of teaching writing.
 
3.  At a departmental retreat, where the faculty and graduate students
were to discuss "the nexus of discourses" that is the basis of our
program (the discourses of writing, teaching, and criticism), a group of
graduate students performed an African-american folk tale, among other
stories.  In the ethnographic tradition of Jerry Rothenberg, they
presented the story as an artifact of that particular tribe they were
studying. After they finished and discussion got underway about the
differences between orality and literacy and the role of storytelling in
the teaching of literature and creative writing, two faculty in the
materialist-feminist camp accused the students of colonizing another
culture. Needless to say, a lot of feelings were hurt and the discussion
of the *nexus* of discourses ended, with the materialist feminists
refusing to acknowledge anything remotely resembling "the aesthetic."
 
 
I could go on all day like this.  I could describe those moments in class
when students (including myself) tried to make connections to their other
courses only to see their instructors bristle.  But the point is that
SUNY-Albany attempted something fairly radical: an INTEGRATION of various
discourses in English studies, with primary focus on pedagogy,
writing (including creative writing), and criticism (including theory).  It
now seems clear that only half the department was/is willing to leave their
disciplinary hideouts and collaborate. The regressive faculty are content
to teach period/genre courses to undergraduates and are probably longing
for the days-gone-by, when they dept. was more traditionally oriented
toward Literature (pre-1970s).  I would add that their counter-parts, who
now want to form their own department, are the ones publishing, going to
conferences, advising graduate students, sitting on exam/disseration
committees, and so on. These faculty, by the way, are also the ones
helping new T.A.s get their bearings in the classroom: thus, when I
received another memo one day that graduate student T.A.s were failing to
teach undergraduates how to write (i.e, how to produce literature
papers), it was duly noted that the finger pointing extended beyond the
T.A.s to the graduate faculty who mentored them.
 
Though I agree with Pat--these tensions are not always easily identified
with literature vs. writing or theory vs. teaching, it seems clear to me
that there were those who looked forward and those that looked back.
Those that look forward toward a new formation of English studies are
apparently tired of being blocked by those that look back.
 
Dave Coogan
coogan@charlie.acc.iit.edu
Illinois Institute of Technology
Dept. of Humanities
 
I thought I would share just one insider story:
 
On Fri, 14 Jun 1996, PAT HOFFMANN wrote:
 
> Take it from a recent grad--it is almost impossible to take/give a grad
> course at SUNYA.  The place is fragmented and vicious--and the faculty have
> polarized the grad students to the point that if a faculty member from
> one faction is teaching a course, the students allied with the other
> faction d attack, and, in general, undermine
> the class.**  It is awful.  And that behavior is reinforced by the
> supporting faction.  If you are working with a faculty member (i.e. your
> dis supervisor) is from one camp, you suffer at the hands of the faculty
> from the other.  A lot of education going on there but most of it is not
> pretty and most of it has nothing much to do with literature or writing
> or theory or scholarship.
>
> My student experience was terrible.  Although I finished on time and my
> dis won a university award, probably nobody there would much know me
> because I commuted three hours (each way) to campus.
>
> But it is people like me who were affected most I think.  I knew nobody
> and was not a TA, so I belonged to the "outsider" camp; I had nothing
> invested in the in-fighting, I only suffered under or because of it.
> And lots of it was shocking, really.  I often drove three hours to
> attend a three-hour class in which nothing but grilling the professor on
> how she dared ask X, or who she thought she was saying Y, etc., went
> on.**  Really, I won't go on, but will say that I am a war-torn survivor
> of that program; whoever (VP or somebody) said that dept. is "in
> crisis," is right on the mark.
>
> **And I know that folks may say that someone who cannot control a class
> etc. etc. etc. should not be in a class; I say that they have never had
> the experience of fending off bright, aggressive Ph.D. students who will
> be heroes in their mentors' opinions by flaying the person in front of
> (or, just as often, in the circle with) them.
>
>
> I am glad that somebody on this list has asked for both sides of the
> SUNYA story to be aired--not that knowing both sides will help.  I do
> not intend to offend  here, but the "whys" of this war elude me as
> much as the "whys" of the Bosnian/Serb/Croat one; well, the proffered
> "whys" do not seem to have anything to do with it, in my opinion;  they
> just don't like the sight of one another as far as I can tell.
>
>
> So--probably an injudicious post, but an honest one, in so far as one
> can be "honest" when looking at two sides of a question from a
> "situated" position ;-).
>
>
> Pat Hoffmann, who may regret not remaining a lurker
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 19:10:42 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: long post on SUNYA in crisis
 
Lots of stories to tell about any institution. Here are few more from Albany:
 
K. Hyoejin Yoon winner, CCCC Scholars for the Dream Travel Award
 
Amy Lee (new assistant prof) winner, James Berlin Memorial dissertation award
 
Dave Coogan (PhD 1995) winner, Hugh Burns Award for dissertation in computers and writing
 
Lil Brannon receives (among other things) $150,000 from William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation and $100,000 from SUNY Technology Initiative
 
Pierre Joris (poet/critic/editor/translator) receives PEN award (with Jerome
Rothenberg) for Vol. I of  Poems for the Millenium (Cal. Univ. Pr)
 
And, as you know, after public agonizing Steve North decided on a laptop model.
 
Lots of ways to characterize a year. Wouldn't be a boast to say I've seen
worse.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 18:18:12 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
In-Reply-To:  <01I5WIYI3LZM8X0VZF@splava.cc.plattsburgh.edu>
 
Pat:
Thanks for your honest response to the situation.  I hope
you have a job.
So much for the illusion of the English Dept. as being the ones
who should teach students how to think critically.
[That is not meant in a mean spirit: just sort of a reminder that
we're pretty much like everyone else--in spite of having read Burke
and Arnold.]
Irv
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jun 1996 20:31:27 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         NK_NYDAHL@COMMNET.EDU
Subject:      Re: SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
 
Pat, I commend your courage for speaking up about the situation at SUNYA,
Your comments were the saddest concerning education that I've heard in
a long time.  You may hope just the opposite, but I hope faculty there
manage to read what you've said.  To see ourselves (how difficult that
can be) we need someetimes to see how those "below" us see us.  Good
luck.
 
Joel Nydahl
Writing Coordinator
Norwalk Community-Technical College
Norwalk, CT
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 15 Jun 1996 10:25:17 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/14/96 17:30
 
Does anyone mind if a capture this whole thread and share it with the graduate
students in the Preparing Future Faculty program? It is fascinating to see the
same phenomenon from so many different perspectives--a privileged glimpse we
rarely get since we are often so quick to choose sides.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 15 Jun 1996 18:20:14 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David J. Coogan" <coogan@CHARLIE.CNS.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96061510251878@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
David --
 
Sounds fine to me.
 
Dave Coogan
 
On Sat, 15 Jun 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> Does anyone mind if a capture this whole thread and share it with the graduate
> students in the Preparing Future Faculty program? It is fascinating to see the
> same phenomenon from so many different perspectives--a privileged glimpse we
> rarely get since we are often so quick to choose sides.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 16 Jun 1996 11:12:58 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Reiss <dreiss@NORFOLK.INFI.NET>
Subject:      New List: CCAC-L (Computer-Supported Communication Across the
              Curriculum)
X-To:         aahesgit@list.cren.net, ace-l@vm.cc.purdue.edu,
              acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu, facsup-l@uconnvm.uconn.edu,
              wac-l@postoffice.cso.uiuc.edu, wcenter@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu
 
*Please repost to relevant lists in any discipline*:
 
CCAC-L (Computer-Supported Communication Across the Curriculum)
 
You are invited to subscribe to CCAC-L, an electronic discussion list for
educators in any discipline who are interested in computer-supported
communication for active learning, in particular for collaboration and
critical thinking.
 
Many lists exist to discuss issues related to content area instruction, to
pedagogy, to professional development, to computers in writing, to
communication or writing across the curriculum, and to technology in
teaching and learning.
 
But no current list that I know of focuses on the application of
writing-to-learn and writing-across-the-curriculum theory and strategies
using communications technology. Some writing-rhetoric lists do deal with
these issues but primarily in terms of writing classes and English studies.
 
CCAC-L invites colleagues across the curriculum to discuss instructional
issues related to the use of computer-supported communication as a learning
tool in a wide range of courses. Any type of communications technology would
be appropriate, for example, electronic mail, newsgroups, groupware or
conferencing platforms, and the World Wide Web.
 
For example, how can group conferencing strengthen learning in a chemistry
class? How has electronic mail transformed the ways students learn civil
engineering? How has on-line discussion of math processes improved students'
math skills?
 
What questions do you have for experienced users of communication technology
in your field? Or in other fields that might have implications and
applications for your students? As an experienced user, what advice can you
offer?
 
How do WAC activities relate to new technologies, especially as
computer-supported communication expands not only across the academy but
into an increasing number of homes.
 
These are some of the issues CCAC-L is intended to address.
 
To join, send e-mail (case doesn't matter here) to
 
listserv%vccscent.bitnet@vtbit.cc.vt.edu
 
Leave the subject line blank. In the body of the message, type
 
subscribe CCAC-L Yourfirstname Yourlastname
 
For example
 
subscribe CCAC-L Kelly Wise
 
To post a message to the entire list, address e-mail to
 
CCAC-L%vccscent.bitnet@vtbit.cc.vt.edu
 
If you need to contact the list owner, e-mail me, Donna Reiss, privately at
my Internet address: <dreiss@norfolk.infi.net>.
====================================================
Donna Reiss
Department of English, Tidewater Community College-Virginia Beach
1700 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 23456
Phone: 804-427-7364   Fax: 804-427-7326   E-mail: dreiss@norfolk.infi.net
WWW Home Page:  http://www.infi.net/tcc/tcresourc/faculty/dreiss/dreiss.html
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 09:58:19 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mark Schaub <MSCHAUB@AUC-ACS.EUN.EG>
Subject:      Reading levels of freshman comp. students
 
Hi WPAs:
  Our department has just concluded a third semester of testing reading
levels of freshman composition students (Nelson-Denny test).  Our
ESL students are reading, on average, below the 10th grade (American) level
in English.  17% below 9th grade level.   There's lots of hooing and haaing
about these numbers but I'm doubtful that many US native speakers would
test much higher than that at age 17 or 18.
   Do any of you have reading level figures for students in your programs?
 
Thanks.
 
Mark Schayb
Mark Schaub
 
Director, Freshman Writing Program
The American University in Cairo
P.O. Box 2511
11511 Cairo, EGYPT
<mschaub@auc-acs.eun.eg>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 06:49:12 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Joan Bell, English" <JOAN@CAS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Organization: COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Subject:      Re: Reading levels of freshman comp. students
 
Mark,
 
At the University of Nebraska at Omaha, we have been giving the
Nelson-Denny exam for about 20 years.  About 15% of incoming
freshmen (native speakers) score below the 12th grade level and are
required to take our reading improvement course.  We disregard the
Nelson-Denny scores for our ESL students.  We've found that the time
restrictions on the Nelson-Denny don't allow an accurate measure of
ESL students' reading comprehension abilities.  The essay portion of a
particular ESL students' test may demonstrate a fairly sophisticated
command of English (apart from prepositions and articles) but the
scores be very low, below the 10th grade level or worse.  For native
speakers, we find a much more consistent correlation between writing
ability and reading scores.
 
Joan Bell
Coordinator
English
University of Nebraska at Omaha
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 08:49:52 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         George Otte <GOTBB@CUNYVM.BITNET>
Subject:      accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
Sondra Perl, Ira Shor, and I are the three rhetoric/composition
people at CUNY's Graduate Center.  Graduate (doctoral-level)
instruction in rhet/comp here only goes back a few years to when
Ira got the whole thing going (Sondra and I are relatively recent
appointments), but we now have students who are completing their
degree work and even their dissertations.  The problem is these
students have to do all their literature-focused counterparts
do--and then some. (Requirements for the English Ph.D. center on
literary study; rhet/comp work is seen as superadded, something
done in addition to all that other stuff.) Our hope is that we
can arrange something to remedy this (short of getting approval
for a separate degree program). We're developing a document that
would argue, minimally, for certain accommodations (alternative
questions on the comprehensives, relaxation of mandates for
treating a certain number of traditional literary periods on the
orals, etc.).  Generally speaking, we see three crucial issues:
     1) Equity--the fundamental point: it shouldn't be more
     difficult and time-consuming to do a rhet/comp
     specialization than to do a lit specialization;
     2) Job market--the current chronic dearth argues for being
     more accommodating in helping students prepare for the jobs
     that are out there;
     3) Scholarship/practice--most CUNY Grad Center students
     teach comp (throughout CUNY as teaching fellows or adjuncts)
     to survive, and more should be done to build bridges between
     this crucial work and their work toward the Ph.D.
That's it in a nutshell.  What I hope is that people on this list
might send advice, identify models, point to data or sources that
could help us in making our case.  If you reply to me off-list
(various ways of reaching me are given in my signature file), I
will try to post some summary to WPA-L.  Thanks.
 
///////////////////////////////////////////
/George Otte, Director of Writing Programs/
/Baruch College, CUNY  PHONE: 212 387-1772/
/17 Lexington Avenue     FAX: 212 387-1785/
/New York, NY 10010  GOTBB@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU/
///////////////////////////////////////////
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 13:31:12 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  <01I5S5MWFI0I8Y5J88@cnsvax.albany.edu> from "Steve North,
              SUNY Albany" at Jun 11, 96 12:05:09 pm
 
Steve, I am very uncomfortable with the divorce you suggest between comp
and lit.  I argued against it in my 1989 book, as you know, and I have
seen little since to change my mind.  I know the usual reasons, but the
subtle downgrading of comp that occurs after the divorce is often
unsuspected.  There are those on this list who feel the divorce is great
and you will hear from them. But I have seen in major universities the
results of the split: two small, whiny departments of little or no
influence, like classics departments.  Comp scrambles for intellectual
roots while lit scrambles for enrollment and relevance.  Meanwhile,
communications departments or the like take over the role that English
used to have, as a real force in the institution.  I think that marriage
counseling, not divorce, is the better way to go, unless the union is so
hopelessly divided that almost anything is better.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 13:57:09 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: PETITION AND CONTEXT STATEMENT (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96061400083044@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU> from "David E. Schwalm"
              at Jun 14, 96 00:08:28 am
 
It's always risky to comment on documents coming out of another dept, but
that petition from SUNY-Albany is such a perfect example of paranoid
rhetoric that I hope someone takes the trouble to analyze it.  At any
rate, I am glad to know that Marxism does survive at three places in the
world, Havana, Peking, and Albany.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 14:19:02 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
In-Reply-To:  <2FC80464BB@arus.ubishops.ca> from "Mieke Koppen Tucker" at Jun
              14, 96 04:48:19 pm
 
I second Mieke's "Bravo Pat" and thank you for helping outsiders trying
to make sense of what we are hearing about SUNY Albany.  Clearly my
earlier post about marriage counseling was naive; seems as if some
serious spousal abuse is going on here and some drastic action is
needed.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 14:32:38 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Reading levels of freshman comp. students
In-Reply-To:  <960617095819.2c490@auc-acs.eun.eg> from "Mark Schaub" at Jun 17,
              96 09:58:19 am
 
Mark, I would not take the Nelson-Denny results as necessarily valid for
reading scores for your students.  I haven't looked at the test for a
while, but when I did I was struck at its narrowness.  It was normed on
eastern prep school boys (I hope that has changed) and the reading
passages were really tilted toward the American privileged classes.
Nobody really knows what "9nth grade level" means in fact and there is
much disagreement on that concept.  At the very least, I would ask some
of your students to read and then write about an appropriate passage or
text and use that to check on the test.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 21:12:42 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bob Schwegler <RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: PETITION AND CONTEXT STATEMENT (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  Message of Mon, 17 Jun 1996 13:57:09 -0700 from
              <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
 
A former colleague of mine moved to the department at Albany a few years ago.
When that person was in the department we used to hear arguments a lot like
those in the petition: strings of general statements, each more or less
acceptable to people within the field of English but tied into an argument
that coyly omitted key information and hid important assumptions that were
(to say the least) argumentative.  The       indignity visited upon a leftist
scholar of a particular approach was often the final appeal, though no context
was given for the indignity to allow the hearer to form a judgment.  I
suppose the connection between my institution and Albany is a coincidence,
but as a rhetorician I want to note that I have encountered this pattern
before.
Bob Schwegler
College Writing Program/English
University of Rhode Island
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Jun 1996 21:58:28 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kathleen Kelly <kakelly@LYNX.DAC.NEU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Reading levels of freshman comp. students (query)
In-Reply-To:  <A4B73D306D@cas.unomaha.edu> from "Joan Bell, English" at Jun 17,
              96 06:49:12 am
 
I have tried to get the reading people at my univ. to tell me what is
new and exciting in reading testing theory, and they get very vague on me.
Maybe that means testing reading is on the decline . . . anyhow, and
keeping Ed's comments in mind, does anyone know of a good survey of
reading tests, pros and cons?
 
PS: What about Accuplacer?
 
thanks, Kathleen Kelly
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 01:06:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      "LEARNCOM:" A New Learning Communities Listserv
X-To:         Teaching in the Community Colleges
              <TCC-L@UHCCVM.UHCC.HAWAII.EDU>,
              RHETORIC WRITING LANGUAGE <PURTOPOI@VM.CC.PURDUE.EDU>,
              Problems of Community Colleges <COMMCOLL@LSV.UKY.EDU>,
              NCTE-talk <NCTE-talk@itc.org>,
              MEGABYTE UNIVERSITY <mbu-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>,
              "Forum on Teaching & Learning in Higher Ed." <STLHE-L@UNB.CA>,
              CSPALM conference <CSPALM-L@PSUVM.PSU.EDU>,
              Computer Writing Across the Curriculum
              <CACC-L%VCCSCENT.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>,
              CBW-L <CBW-L@VM1.SPCS.UMN.EDU>
 
The following appears in the latest journal of the _Washington Center for
Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education_:
 
        "Temple University, the site of a major learning community
        project, has been hosting a learning communities listserv for
        about a year.  To subscribe, send a message to
        <listserv@vm.temple.edu> and leave the subject line blank.  The
        body of your message should say: subscribe LEARNCOM Your name
        (Replace the words Your name with your real name, not your email
        address.)"
 
 
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 01:22:52 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      "IN-TECH-ED:" A New Listserv for Collaborative Learning and
              Interactive Technology
X-To:         Teaching in the Community Colleges
              <TCC-L@UHCCVM.UHCC.HAWAII.EDU>,
              Problems of Community Colleges <COMMCOLL@LSV.UKY.EDU>,
              "Forum on Teaching & Learning in Higher Ed." <STLHE-L@UNB.CA>,
              CSPALM conference <CSPALM-L@PSUVM.PSU.EDU>,
              Computer Writing Across the Curriculum
              <CACC-L%VCCSCENT.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>
 
The following appears in the latest journal of the _Washington Center for
Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education_:
 
        "In collaboration with Washington State University, The Evergreen
        State College recently established a listserv on "Collaborative
        Learning and Interactive Technology."   If you are interested in
        seeing discussion or postings of resources or events related to
        this topic, subscribe by sending a message to
        listproc@listproc.wsu.edu with the subject line blank.  The body
        of your message should say: subscribe IN-TECH-ED Your name
        (Replace the words Your name with your real name, not your email
        address.)"
 
 
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 09:01:08 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      _TYPO ALERT_ Vis-A-Vis "INT-TECH-ED:" A New Listserv for
              Collaborative Learning and Interactive Technology
X-To:         Teaching in the Community Colleges
              <TCC-L@UHCCVM.UHCC.HAWAII.EDU>,
              Problems of Community Colleges <COMMCOLL@LSV.UKY.EDU>,
              "Forum on Teaching & Learning in Higher Ed." <STLHE-L@UNB.CA>,
              CSPALM conference <CSPALM-L@PSUVM.PSU.EDU>,
              Computer Writing Across the Curriculum
              <CACC-L%VCCSCENT.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960618010619.11002B-100000@DGS>
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Folks,
        For those of you who've tried to sign on to this list and were
told "No Such List Exists,"  relax.  I have made a typo error.  The
Correct list name is INT-TECH-ED rather than _IN-TECH-ED_ as I reported in
my previous post.  Sorry for the inconvenience.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
The following appears in the latest journal of the _Washington Center for
Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education_:
 
        "In collaboration with Washington State University, The Evergreen
        State College recently established a listserv on "Collaborative
        Learning and Interactive Technology."   If you are interested in
        seeing discussion or postings of resources or events related to
        this topic, subscribe by sending a message to
        listproc@listproc.wsu.edu with the subject line blank.  The body
        of your message should say: subscribe INT-TECH-ED Your name
        (Replace the words Your name with your real name, not your email
        address.)"
 
 
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 08:34:02 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Reading levels of freshman comp. students (query)
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/17/96 18:58
 
I've always liked the DPR (Degrees of Reading Power) test conceptually. It's a
cloze test.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 12:17:21 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  <199606172031.NAA08212@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
Ed's note to Steve and then George Otte's note on the comp/rhet program at
CUNY made me think of some problems w/ my educational history and
implications for the comp/rhet marriage/divorce:
 
I went to a grad school where I got my Ph.D. in Lit with a specialization
on comp/rhet.  That is, I have been a child of the marriage.  I spent an
awful lot of time (at least 2/3 of my grad coursework in lit seminars).
Now they were a lot of fun & all that--but they displaced a multitude of
courses that would have been more useful to my rhet/comp work. More useful
would have been courses in empirical research methodologies, technology &
communcation, learning theories, assessment theory, technical writing,
professional writing: the list could go on.  My work with Wordsworth (and
it was considerable) really has so very little to do with my current
research in corporate writing.
 
Putting my history (a history common to many of us, I believe) within the
framework of the problem that George describes seems to be one reason to
take the drift away from the English Dept. seriously.
 
Irv
 
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 13:55:07 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
Irv's account of his coursework is not, of course, uncommon. My own was not
all that different: no one in the English Dept. at the time I did my courses
was qualified to offer a course in Comp/Rhet, and no one did. I did a
dissertation on writing centers because we had lots of latitude in choosing
topics, and I was fortunate to get a new faculty person to direct it.
 
Just to complicate this discussion a bit, though, and to respond at the same
time to Ed and to George Otte's request, let me reiterate that what we
have proposed for Albany is different from a Comp/Rhet focus as such. I
agree that a rich and fulsome grad program could be centered on Comp/Rhet--
72 credit hours get eaten up very quickly. Still, I have come to think that
for historical reasons we have accepted a very peculiar institutional
construction of "writing" that splits rhetoric from poetics, and maybe
composition from either of those, and all of these more text-based systems
from other of what I think of as technologies of representation.
 
In practical terms, or at least more immediate ones, I want poets and fiction
writers teaching in this graduate program, too. I would like to have folks
who study things like American sermons (old and/or new); the role of women
as writers in the 19th century; who work in Storyspace or its desccendants;
and so on. I guess what I want is less to "move out" of English than to
rethink--refigure, if you don't mind the commercial--what "English" is and
does, and to do so with the WRITER as the central figure: not the reader;
not the canonical author AS canonical (but as a writer, yes); not the literary
or cultural critic (except, of course, as writers--rhetoricians of reading, as
it were).
 
It isn't as neat a way to think about things as the more focused Rhet/Comp
model can be--and sometimes I find that lack of neatness or efficiency
really annoying. Also, it may be that for strategic reasons, the more
focused model is sounder (at least these days)--closer to the functional
literacy dear to the purses of some legislatures. Longer term, though, I
actually agree with Ed that certain kinds of isolation-ism can be a
very unhealthy idea.
 
But about that marriage/divorce analogy: it always seems to me very wrong, or
wrongheaded. Who married whom? Making what vows? And I really dislike having
students figured as "children."
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 11:52:58 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/18/96 10:17
 
The problem in most English departments is that one kind of discourse
(literary) is privileged over all others, the faculty who teach it are
considered higher forms of beings, other forms of discourse and their
proponents are margina lized, and people who are interested in the production
of discourse or discourse as social data are even further marginalized.
Creative writers are just sort of, well. . . In any case, it looks like the
"natural order" has been inverted at SUNYA, or sufficiently destabilized to
make it look as if the formerly marginalized enjoying something like the
status the literature types took as their natural right are now "privileged"
with "scandelously low teaching loads." And so on. I suspect the issues at
SUNYA are more complicated than this, but I also suspect a little of this too.
It certainly is going on in other places. In some sense, changes are being
driven by the job market. But the job market is being driven by a change in
what we find interesting about discourse. Matthew Arnold is losing his grip on
us, and aesthetics is only one of our concerns. Not many departments can
weather this particular storm if they do not have a tradition of respecting
one another's work. But the "divorce" metaphor presupposes two sides, and
these issues are much more complex.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 11:53:44 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Julia K Ferganchick-neufang <julia@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Grad. Student WPA Experience
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.ULT.3.93.960618120433.17224B-100000@cwis.unomaha.edu>
 
We recently discussed a job announcement for a new hire for a WPA
position.  The question posed was whether or not departments could/should
expect administrative experience of new graduates in rhet/comp.  I am
going to take up this issue in my presentation at the WPA conference this
summer and would appreciate some response to the following questions.
You may want to respond privately to avoid clutter on the list, and I'll
be happy to report findings here when I get the info. assembled.
 
First, does your department offer admin. experience to rhet/comp grad
students? If so, is the experience considered an intership, assistant
ship, or part of a class?
 
If it is considered an internship or assistant ship, is there an
"intellectual" or "scholarly" component?
 
Do you know of any programs who offer theoretical courses in writing
program administration? Do you think such a course would be usefull? And
if so, what material would you like to see covered in such a course?
 
Finally, as WPAs, what kind of training did you receive for this job?
 
Any response is appreciated.
 
Julia Ferganchick-Neufang
University of Arizona
520/621-3553
 
PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
julia@aruba.ccit.arizona.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 15:10:12 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Elizabeth Hodges <ehodges@SATURN.VCU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.ULT.3.93.960618120433.17224B-100000@cwis.unomaha.edu>; from
              "Irv Peckham" at Jun 18, 96 12:17 pm
 
Several of my colleagues and I have had much cause to think deeply about this
causes for this writing/literature marital strife this year.  Though we have
only an MA and an MFA, or perhaps because we have only an MA with two
"concentrations" and an MFA, tempers and power plays bordered on explosive
this year because a committee made up of three lit people and one, untenured
writing person was charged with remodelling the MA curriculum.  Several
peculiar responses to this "charge" evolved.  Though the writing/rhet
concentration faculty had agreed that certain revisions were necessary
because we are trying to expand what has historically been a pedagogical
thrust to the concetration to include more possibilities both for rhetorical
studies and professional writing and genres of more literary nonfiction, the
early revisions ignored our ideas and went sort of retro, i.e., the committee
proposed a five-course core (one comp theory course, one bibliographical
course, one literary crit course, and two 600-level lit seminars).  Those of
us who coordinate and teach most of the courses for the writing/rhet
concentration had advised, at the outset, that the revisions we saw
appropriate were 1) removing the somewhat extensive list of education course
electives, making an up-to-date list of the writing/rhet courses we've been
working to establish (qualitative research, writing theory, nonfiction genres, social and
historica historical perspectives of literacy, various rhetorical courses,
nonfiction writing workshops, publishing and editing, and so on).  We also
wanted the writing/rhet students to have the options to, with agreement with
their advisors, take courses in other H&S Departments, and to have the option
to write a six-hour thesis rather than take an exam.  We figured that since
these students had come to study writing in its myriads shapes and contexts,
a lengthy, in-depth writing project was a more useful learning experience
than an exam--possibly.  The chice would be the students'.  The exam had
always drawn together the course work they'd done and in that respect has not
been unuseful, but we wanted the option.
 
Another response from the committee (which eschewed any thought of the
thesis/exam option) (though students in the MFA Program (not concentration)
have a thesis requirement, no exam option, which makes perfect sense since
they've come to study writing, creative writing--excuse this tangled
sentence.  The committee rejected our thesis/exam option and proposed an exam
based on a reading list.  One reading list, with some extra stuff for the
writing/rhet people, was the first proposal.  Finally, many meetings later
the committee went back to the idea of two separate exams, both with reading
lists, something the w/rht faculty suggested might be inappropriate
considering the nature of the field's literature and the possible in-depth
focuses students will, we hope, take.
 
In the end, because of relentless politicking (a real downer) the
writing/rhet vision prevailed, in part owing to the support we got from this
list when we initiated a "Please Help" thread back in April.  We actually
have, now, a writing/rhet concentration that is very much its own individual
with a reason set of required courses, including a it course.  We don't
devalue literature, but we are trying to do something different.
 
In my naive moments this year, I would shake my head and ask my writing/rhet
colleagues why we can't simply be allowed to do our thing.  Now that we have
"had our way" we are seen as divisive (more than ever).  There is and will be
a lot of anger and, I reckon, more battles before we come to some peace.  But
I think through all this I learned a lot about what the marital problems are
about.
 
For one thing, a fair number of my lit colleagues were sincerely surprised to
think that there might be a field in writing/rhetoric--a field with an
ever-increasing body of literature, a field that is the nexus point for a lot
of disciplinary approaches.  I think quite a few of these colleagues are
still unconvinced.
 
For another thing, I think there is a tug-of-war, also based on mixed
perceptions, so far as who "owns" writing.  Some don't believe it can be
taught.  Others believe that writing is taught in service to subject matter,
i.e., that writing, itself, is not a subject in its own right.
 
I think some would be bemused , if not shocked, at how those of us who teach
writing use readings in our classes.  I think, also, that there is a
tradition in literature to value reading, in part, as a socialization, a
betterment of the person even.
 
And of course, there is always the perenial step-child place of first-year
writing courses.  Siberia, perhaps?  And the mythic connection betweeen
correctness and good writing is alive and thriving, as is the adherence to
the standard dialect and academic prose.
 
There are four of us who do most the teaching for and advising for the
writing/rhet grad students.  One is both an Americanist and a Rhetorician by
degree.  One is a Linguistics Ph.D. and a computer whiz.  One is a blend of writing theory,
critical theory, and literature--a SUNY Stoneybrook person who studied with
Pat Belanoff and Peter Elbow.  I have a Ph.D that created me as a
sociolinguist and ethnographer.  My MA was in lit and I did a lot of lit
beyond the MA, but my I chose to do my doctorate out of a vast interest in
writing, literacy, learning, and so on.  In a very real sense, I don't even
belong in an English Department except as a comp program director.
 
I bring in our backgrounds because they lead us to see writing and the
teaching and learning of writing very differently than do some of our
colleagues, and that difference is something we cannot seem to explain with
hurting feelings and treading on toes.  Personally, though I at times have
been angry enough to want to secede from the lit/writing union, I would
rather see it succeed.  Our differences don't have to beget turf wars.
 
I think our field has done a pretty poor job of introducing itself to both
those fields that were here before us and to the public/parents/traditional
teachers and administrators/government officials we see ourselves as serving.
I guess that's a pretty harsh statement.  But like many academicians, we tend
to talk to ourselves and I think we tend to let a sense that we are not
respected and not understood keep us from doing as much proactive public
presentation of self as we could and should.
 
I will stop here and I beg forgiveness if what I've tried to say makes no
sense.  The curriculum victory I described above makes me happy because it
will be good for the graduate students I work with.  But the victory left me
feeling a real sense of loss as well.  I've spent the first part of this
summer contemplating what kind of book it might take to publicize what we do
and why we do it in a way that won our field the kind of understanding from
those in and outside of the academy that would help our work take a firmer
hold and help our field live up to its promise.  If anyone would be
interested in working on such a project, I surely would be too.  If ED Hirsch
and Alan Bloom can get their messages "out there," why can't we?  Why don't
we?
 
Thoughts on a meltingly sultry southern afternoon--Elizabeth Hodges
                                                   ehodges@saturn.vcu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 15:22:04 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         George Otte <GOTBB@CUNYVM.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  Message of Tue, 18 Jun 1996 12:17:21 -0500 from
              <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
 
On Tue, 18 Jun 1996 12:17:21 -0500 Irv Peckham said:
>Ed's note to Steve and then George Otte's note on the comp/rhet program at
>CUNY made me think of some problems w/ my educational history and
>implications for the comp/rhet marriage/divorce:
>
>I went to a grad school where I got my Ph.D. in Lit with a specialization
>on comp/rhet.  That is, I have been a child of the marriage.  I spent an
>awful lot of time (at least 2/3 of my grad coursework in lit seminars).
>Now they were a lot of fun & all that--but they displaced a multitude of
>courses that would have been more useful to my rhet/comp work. More useful
>would have been courses in empirical research methodologies, technology &
>communcation, learning theories, assessment theory, technical writing,
>professional writing: the list could go on.  My work with Wordsworth (and
>it was considerable) really has so very little to do with my current
>research in corporate writing.
>
>Putting my history (a history common to many of us, I believe) within the
>framework of the problem that George describes seems to be one reason to
>take the drift away from the English Dept. seriously.
>
 
I don't know....  I take what Ed White says to heart, but Irv's post has
me thinking: I wonder if my own desire to build bridges is a generational
thing.  I mean, my story is like Irv's--I sometimes tell people (not least
of all grad students) that I used to be a Joycean in another life.  But
it really does seem like another lifetime ago.  One thing that crystallized
it for me was getting the reminder about Bloomsday just past (I had quite
forgot) from Terry Collins on the Conference on Basic Writing list.  Lord,
what time hath wrought...     --George
 
What is it Sunny Jim says in the Wake?  "Wring out the clothes, wring in
dew"?  (Something like that... I used to know {honest})
 
George Otte
Baruch College and the Graduate Center
The City University of New York
gotbb@cunyvm.cuny.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 16:29:10 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
It's self indulgence on my part, no doubt, but I am really appreciating these
long and thoughtful posts on the "divorce" business. I am currently immersed
in the history of American graduate education and, by necesary extension,
the German (Prussian) system upon which it was . . . well, to have been
modeled. Some of the time, I think we took the worst of the classical
college and the German system and put them together, and have been reaping
the mixed results ever since. On the other hand, most everybody else wants to
do grad work here . . . so go figure.
 
In this context, though--as per David's comment--what seems painfully clear
is that very few members even of English Dept's would actually defend the
essentially nationalist basis for the study of the Anglo-Saxon tradition
that got invented as "literary" as the raison d'etre for English Depts.
The scramble seems to be over what sort of "subject" ought to replace the
reader steeped in that tradition who had become, in this country anyway,
its totem. (I don't know if such readers actually matter as a product; it
was more the idea of such a person, the ideal, that was sustaining.)
 
In both comp and lit, at least of late, the #1 option seems to be whatever it
is that critical teaching--variably defined--produces: for Ira Shor, a
Staten Island kid savvy about the provenance of hamburger wrappers; in
some places these days, students out doing community action projects
involving literacy; and so on.
 
I have no objection to, and indeed often applaud (or participate in) such
ventures. But I also think that such projects fail to produce writers, or
maybe Writers, or even WRITERS: by which I mean, people with a practiced and
disciplined ability with the technology.
 
Such people are few in the world--and I mean that as a factual statementabout
behavior, not an opinion. It's like, to choose an analogy, skilled golfers,
or scratch golfers, as we say: lots of people (anybody!) can "play golf."
Anybody can "play writing." But few people do what pros do. In either case.
Writing on projects that take days, months, years. Sustained concentration.
Sophisticated sense of textual cause and material effect, and of contextual
forces: writing a contract that's airtight; writing ad copy that sells
the product; writing the grant proposal that gets the funding.
 
When I describe a dept of writing studies, this is the trajectory I have
in mind for the students in it. It is not an exclusive designation; as
Elizabeth noted, people are not monochromatic in that sense. And as David
noted, anybody writing has to have some way to gather the wherewithal to
write about something. Still, the smartest thing Colin Powell did as a
writer--not a general, etc.--was to hire Joe Persico (I'll bet I got the
name wrong!), to hire a "ghostwriter"--cause Colin Powell knows his
life, but not the technology of writing.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 17:11:43 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Frick <frick@GRIFFON.MWSC.EDU>
Subject:      Late job posting
 
We (Missouri Western State College) have just been authorized a new,
one-year position: a full-time English faculty member to be paid at the
assistant professor level for the 1996-97 year.
 
Responsibilities:  Teach technical writing, introductory literature,and
first-year composition +
 supervise the department's computer lab - counts as 1/4 of teaching load.
 
Getting "the word" out at this late date is difficult. If you have recent
Ph. D's or A. B. D's who are still on the job market and might be
interested in applying, they should contact me via e-mail:
frick@griffon.mwsc.edu. I'll be glad to send interested candidates the job
posting/application announcement.
 
Jane Frick      SS/C 208 C Missouri Western State College St. Joseph, MO 64507
TEL. (816) 271-4315  FAX (816) 271-4543
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 01:22:36 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         CraigBren@AOL.COM
Subject:      Re: Late job posting
X-cc:         frick@griffon.mwsc.edu
 
In a message dated 96-06-18 18:17:37 EDT, you write:
 
>We (Missouri Western State College) have just been authorized a new,
>one-year position: a full-time English faculty member to be paid at the
>assistant professor level for the 1996-97 year.
>
>Responsibilities:  Teach technical writing, introductory literature,and
>first-year composition +
> supervise the department's computer lab - counts as 1/4 of teaching load.
>
>Getting "the word" out at this late date is difficult. If you have recent
>Ph. D's or A. B. D's who are still on the job market and might be
>interested in applying, they should contact me via e-mail:
>frick@griffon.mwsc.edu. I'll be glad to send interested candidates the job
>posting/application announcement.
>
>Jane Frick      SS/C 208 C Missouri Western State College St. Joseph, MO
>64507
>TEL. (816) 271-4315  FAX (816) 271-4543
 
Professor Frick,
     I would be very interested in the posting/application announcement.
 Please send it to this address.
 
Craig B. Jacobsen
Department of English
Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302
 
I am finishing my PhD in American literature, and I have about 7 years of
teaching experience.  If you have any questions please feel free to email me.
 
Sincerely,
Craig Jacobsen
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 07:53:17 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
If a Writing Ph.D. program were predicated on the premises Steve advances, our
Writing Ph.D.'s would have NO trouble finding jobs.  They would be in demand
everywhere, inside and outside the academy.  Upon receiving their Ph.D.'s,
they might not already be the kind of "pros" that Steve describes, but they
would be well on their way.
 
Becky Howard
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 07:52:48 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience
 
Julia F-N's recent post asked about training for WPA's while they're in
grad school.  My guess is that it's increasingly a common aspect of several
programs.
 
As circumstances would have it, I'm writing from Michigan Tech University
(not my Illinois State), where I'm teaching a two-week intensive graduate
course in writing program administration.  It's a version of a course I
occasionally teach on my own campus, and Julia, I'll send you a copy of my
syllabus.
 
NOTE TO WPA REGULARS:  Houghton and Michigan Tech will be a wonderful place
for next year's summer conference.  The weather has been near 70 while I've
been here and the combination of trees, hills/mountains, and water is
stunning.  I'm using Diana George's office, which has a stunning view over
a river, the oaks beyond, and I wonder how she gets anything done.  Shops
and restaurants look fine, too.  And the people are great.  End of PR for
Michigan Tech.
 
Back to the orginal query.  At Illinois State each year 4 doctoral students
work as program assistants, which constitutes a pretty thorough
"internship" as a WPA, though we haven't designated it as such.  They
receive a course reassignment to help in virtually all facets of running
the program.  I'm  sure many other schools do the same thing;  probably
what all of us should do is to think how our program assistant positions
ought to be modified so that students in that position get some more
systematic training as WPAs.  Right now, I'll bet that assistants learn by
default and that the positions exist far more to help the program than to
help the assistants.
 
In passing, I'll note that teaching a course on administration at another
school is a wonderful way to re-think what you're doing at your own.  When
I've taught this course at Illinois State, discussions tend to get bounded
by the local circumstances.  Here at MTU I've very little at stake in the
local circumstances.  Oddly, that's opened me up to thinking what we should
do differently at Illinos State.  We all ought to go on the road from time
to time, maybe.
 
Doug
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 09:31:25 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "J. Reed and W. Wheeler" <reedww@CRIS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
Steve,
 
        I've been following these comp/Eng divorce posts and enjoying the
conversation.  I just wanted to say that the kind of program you describe
would have been ideal for me.  I too had to satisfy many, many literature
requirements in order to specialize in composition.  But the whole reason I
got into English in the first place was writing.  So while I enjoyed the
literature and felt good about my experiences with literature qualifying
exams,etc., I would have felt more "on track" to be doing more creative
writing and finding out about all sorts of writing possibilities while also
studying research methods for composition and rhetoric, etc.  I hope you are
successful in establishing the program (would we call this a new marriage
then--or is one of the children now grown and marrying for the first time?).
 
Janine Reed
(a currently unemployed child of the divorce)
 
  At 01:55 PM 6/18/96 -0400, you wrote:
>Irv's account of his coursework is not, of course, uncommon. My own was not
>all that different: no one in the English Dept. at the time I did my courses
>was qualified to offer a course in Comp/Rhet, and no one did. I did a
>dissertation on writing centers because we had lots of latitude in choosing
>topics, and I was fortunate to get a new faculty person to direct it.
>
>Just to complicate this discussion a bit, though, and to respond at the same
>time to Ed and to George Otte's request, let me reiterate that what we
>have proposed for Albany is different from a Comp/Rhet focus as such. I
>agree that a rich and fulsome grad program could be centered on Comp/Rhet--
>72 credit hours get eaten up very quickly. Still, I have come to think that
>for historical reasons we have accepted a very peculiar institutional
>construction of "writing" that splits rhetoric from poetics, and maybe
>composition from either of those, and all of these more text-based systems
>from other of what I think of as technologies of representation.
>
>In practical terms, or at least more immediate ones, I want poets and fiction
>writers teaching in this graduate program, too. I would like to have folks
>who study things like American sermons (old and/or new); the role of women
>as writers in the 19th century; who work in Storyspace or its desccendants;
>and so on. I guess what I want is less to "move out" of English than to
>rethink--refigure, if you don't mind the commercial--what "English" is and
>does, and to do so with the WRITER as the central figure: not the reader;
>not the canonical author AS canonical (but as a writer, yes); not the literary
>or cultural critic (except, of course, as writers--rhetoricians of reading, as
>it were).
>
>It isn't as neat a way to think about things as the more focused Rhet/Comp
>model can be--and sometimes I find that lack of neatness or efficiency
>really annoying. Also, it may be that for strategic reasons, the more
>focused model is sounder (at least these days)--closer to the functional
>literacy dear to the purses of some legislatures. Longer term, though, I
>actually agree with Ed that certain kinds of isolation-ism can be a
>very unhealthy idea.
>
>But about that marriage/divorce analogy: it always seems to me very wrong, or
>wrongheaded. Who married whom? Making what vows? And I really dislike having
>students figured as "children."
>
>Steve North
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 09:35:23 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Peter Sands <sands@POLARIS.UMPI.MAINE.EDU>
Organization: University of Maine at PI
Subject:      Re: comp/rhet divorce
 
Folks,
 
I can only see myself in Irv Peckham's description ... and I did a BA
and MA at SUNY Albany ... where what Steve North is describing as a
wish-list sounds an awful lot like my experience there *as a student*
from 1983-1989, where I could have a class with a "compositionist,"
such as Cy Knoblauch,  and another with a "literature person," such
as Don Byrd the same day. So what? Maybe it was different for faculty
members even then, but it sure didn't seem so. I found Albany
exciting *because* people like Steve could do a dissertation on
writing centers and I could try to figure out for myself whether I
was lit or comp or neither or both, and people from all three sides
of the lit/comp/creative writing fence could sit in the same class
and *learn*.  Maybe I just took the cool classes, or maybe I was
oblivious to fights ...
 
When I went elsewhere for my PhD I learned the hard way that I had
to *fight* to even be allowed to study composition. I found that
because I had been a reporter, people expected me to be interested in
teaching journalism even as I wrote about literary theory. I lost
the battle to write about pedagogy in my dissertation because
committee members couldn't see how my conclusions about American
culture and fiction might contain implications for the classroom.
Even as I accepted my first tenure-track job, at the end of a
two-year, 200-application search, a committee member took it upon
himself to convince me that what I really wanted was to teach
literature rather than writing, and what he really meant was that
teaching writing was just no fun.  As though there were a hard and
visible line there, rather than a shifting margin.
 
Well, bullshit. I just don't see how the marriage/divorce metaphor is
different or better or more useful than any other binarism that so
easily dominates thinking about complex issues and that results in
calcified, static "disciplinary" boundaries that outsiders easily
identify as having been designed by the same folks who brought us the
emperor's new clothes. Hence, I have a dissertation in American
Lit/Culture, coursework and comprehensive exam in Rhet/Comp, and
interests in both, but no chance of teaching both because of the
binary perceptions that dominate "English" department thinking. This
tendency toward binarism has even brought to this discussion a new
wrinkle: sudden and invisible shifts between "composition teachers,"
"Marxists," and "good guys," at SUNYA, as though all are one and the
same and occupy the same position in the false binary. I like to
think of myself as all three of those ... but I don't like to think
that they are the same thing.
 
Just my I-hate-disciplinary-boundaries ramble,
 
Peter Sands, Assistant Professor/Writing Specialist
Director, University of Maine at Presque Isle Epiphany Project
(207)768-9459||sands@polaris.umpi.maine.edu||http://maine.maine.edu/~psands
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 09:39:51 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
As I read these postings about the relation of lit to comp and the
reverse, I find myself wondering if the development of "pure" comp/rhet
degrees has in some ways exacerbated the strains within departments.
I don't have doctoral students, but as someone who went through a
"divided" program--coursework in lit and comp, exams in both, and a
two-part dissertation--I find it a little unsettling that many of the
grad students in comp that I talk to don't seem to have a clue about
literature--don't understand references, don't get critical approaches.
If those people go into jobs in English Departments where they're one
of two or three comp people among twenty or thirty lit folks, it
stands to reason that tensions will arise.  Using the "marriage"
metaphor (which I agree, Steve, isn't really appropriate), marriages
fail when _Both_ sides stop trying to understand one another.  (I
know I"m opening myself up to a different metaphor, of slave/master
and who needs to know whom and what the implications are of comp
people needing to know lit while lit people sail on obliviously.  But
that's a different metaphor... I think.)
 
Anyway, I like Steve's reconfiguration idea best of all, having been
working with creative writers in a joint project to reeducate K-12
teachers for the past several years.  We all enrich one another if
we put creative writing, literature, comp/rhet, folklore, and even
linguistics into fruitful relationships with one another.  I guess
I value breadth more than depth, most of the time (probably in self
defense!).
 
Rich
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 11:34:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      end-of-year-report
 
    I'm at the end of my first year as a Director of Composition, and I am
    writing an end-of-year report.  I'm wondering how many Directors of
    Composition do this.  Could you let me know if you do?
 
    Thanks,
 
    Mara Holt
    English/Ellis 385
    Ohio University
    Athens, OH  45701
    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 10:36:35 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         D'Ann George <dgeorge@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A32.3.91.960618114554.23780A-100000@aruba.ccit.arizona.edu>
 
Dear Julia,
 
As a recent grad student at UNC-Chapel Hill, I had the opportunity to
participate in many aspects of our writing program administration:  I led
a discussion group of comp theory/pedagogy, selected textbooks on a
committee, designed a basic-writing course (via committee), and led
training workshops for new teachers.  Grad students also evaluated other
grad students teaching courses in comp and lit.  For these services we
were paid about 1500 for each service or given one semester of release
time for the evaluations (which were much more time consuming).  Without
this experience, I doubt Essex CC would have hired me as their new WPA,
nor would I have been comfortable taking the position, even though I
minored in comp/rhet and wrote my dissertation in the field.
 
D'Ann George
Writing Program Director
Essex Community College
7201 Rossville Boulevard
Baltimore County, MD 21237
 
 
 
On Tue, 18 Jun 1996, Julia K Ferganchick-neufang wrote:
 
> We recently discussed a job announcement for a new hire for a WPA
> position.  The question posed was whether or not departments could/should
> expect administrative experience of new graduates in rhet/comp.  I am
> going to take up this issue in my presentation at the WPA conference this
> summer and would appreciate some response to the following questions.
> You may want to respond privately to avoid clutter on the list, and I'll
> be happy to report findings here when I get the info. assembled.
>
> First, does your department offer admin. experience to rhet/comp grad
> students? If so, is the experience considered an intership, assistant
> ship, or part of a class?
>
> If it is considered an internship or assistant ship, is there an
> "intellectual" or "scholarly" component?
>
> Do you know of any programs who offer theoretical courses in writing
> program administration? Do you think such a course would be usefull? And
> if so, what material would you like to see covered in such a course?
>
> Finally, as WPAs, what kind of training did you receive for this job?
>
> Any response is appreciated.
>
> Julia Ferganchick-Neufang
> University of Arizona
> 520/621-3553
>
> PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
> julia@aruba.ccit.arizona.edu
>
 
D'Ann George
Writing Program Director
Essex Community College
7201 Rossville Boulevard
Baltimore County, Maryland 21237-3899
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 10:08:09 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         r batteiger <BATTEIG@VM1.UCC.OKSTATE.EDU>
Organization: Oklahoma State University
Subject:      WPA Conference
 
I have a question for Jeff Sommers (if he's listening) about airport transporta
tion at WPA in August.  I'm trying to decide whether to drive or fly.  If I fly
, what arrangements are available for transportation to Oxford?  Should I fly i
nto Dayton or Cincinnati?  If I drive, I would be willing to share a ride
 with someone from my area (Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, etc.).
 Richard Batteiger, Oklahoma State University (405) 744-6234
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 08:54:47 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      end-of-year-report
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/19/96 07:37
 
When I was comp director, I always wrote and annual report that was included
in the departmental report to the dean. I found it a very useful exercise to
stop and take stck at the end of the year. It also gave me an occasion to
think about data that I would like to collect annually to track the
effectiveness or efficiency of the program. The first time I wrote it is was
hard work. By the second time, a pattern and srtucture began to emerge, and it
was easier.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 12:33:21 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience
X-To:         Julia K Ferganchick-neufang <julia@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
 
> Do you know of any programs who offer theoretical courses in writing
> program administration?
 
The Applied Linguistics programme at Concordia University in Montreal
(where I am an eternal part-time graduate student) offers a course
entitled "ESL Administration and Supervision".  As a WPA with L1 as
well as L2 students, I found everything about this course useful: the
readings, the papers I had to write, and the discussions we had in
the seminar (most of the students are teachers and/or administrators).
The text we used was "Management in English Language Teaching" by Ron
White, Mervyn Martin, Mike Stimson & Robert Hodge (1991 Cambridge
University Press).
 
> Do you think such a course would be usefull? And
> if so, what material would you like to see covered in such a course?
 
This is the calendar description:  "This course is designed to
examine the place of ESL programs in larger administrative contexts.
Through readings and case studies, students examine both the
similarities between the administration of ESL programs and any
other sort of administration and the uniqueness of the
administration of ESL programs due to their special populations of
students, unique academic objectives, and requirements for
extraordinary logistic support services."
 
Frankly, all my courses in Applied Linguistics--language acquisition,
bilingualism, testing & evaluation, computers & writing, varieties of
English, the grammars of English, etc. etc.--I have found much more
useful to my work as an administrator and as a writing teacher than
any number of literature courses (much as I enjoyed them). But here I
am trespassing on the divorce thread.
 
 
> Finally, as WPAs, what kind of training did you receive for this job?
 
Not counting my teaching background elsewhere, first as a tutor in
the programme and then as an unofficial assistant WPA. This
experience showed me not only how the programme was run, but also how
I would like to change it, for the better of course.
 
 
Mieke
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 12:38:09 -1900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Roni Keane <keane@UNIX.ASB.COM>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
This is perhaps a tangent to the thread but I find myself much in agreement
with Steve North's ideas about Comp/Rhet as a field, of dealing with
writing as doing its job, of writing as being tied to "reality." I have
many times seen teachers
have their students analyze and interpret ads as though their theories and
interpretations matter when really, what matters about an ad is whether it
has sold the shoes it's trying to sell. All the reasons about why an ad is
effective or not are irrelevant unless it has first been determined whether
the ad has sold the product it's selling. This is an orientation that is
quite different from approaching writing products as objects of analysis.
And I think this is where we are different from literary studies. Our
discipline is not "academic," though it most certainly involves work of the
mind.
 
I have seen English teachers who can do only one form of writing --
academic. They can't write memos or anything else. They have no sense of
audience (or perhaps I should say they know only one audience); they do not
know how to manipulate the various rhetorical elements to suit a purpose.
Yet, they dictate to us how we should teach writing. Why? It doesn't make
sense to me. I find we have more in common with Linguists (who know how
language works) and with people in Communications (who are concerned with
getting messages across).
 
Am I flaming here?
 
>It's self indulgence on my part, no doubt, but I am really appreciating these
>long and thoughtful posts on the "divorce" business. I am currently immersed
>in the history of American graduate education and, by necesary extension,
>the German (Prussian) system upon which it was . . . well, to have been
>modeled. Some of the time, I think we took the worst of the classical
>college and the German system and put them together, and have been reaping
>the mixed results ever since. On the other hand, most everybody else wants to
>do grad work here . . . so go figure.
>
>In this context, though--as per David's comment--what seems painfully clear
>is that very few members even of English Dept's would actually defend the
>essentially nationalist basis for the study of the Anglo-Saxon tradition
>that got invented as "literary" as the raison d'etre for English Depts.
>The scramble seems to be over what sort of "subject" ought to replace the
>reader steeped in that tradition who had become, in this country anyway,
>its totem. (I don't know if such readers actually matter as a product; it
>was more the idea of such a person, the ideal, that was sustaining.)
>
>In both comp and lit, at least of late, the #1 option seems to be whatever it
>is that critical teaching--variably defined--produces: for Ira Shor, a
>Staten Island kid savvy about the provenance of hamburger wrappers; in
>some places these days, students out doing community action projects
>involving literacy; and so on.
>
>I have no objection to, and indeed often applaud (or participate in) such
>ventures. But I also think that such projects fail to produce writers, or
>maybe Writers, or even WRITERS: by which I mean, people with a practiced and
>disciplined ability with the technology.
>
>Such people are few in the world--and I mean that as a factual statementabout
>behavior, not an opinion. It's like, to choose an analogy, skilled golfers,
>or scratch golfers, as we say: lots of people (anybody!) can "play golf."
>Anybody can "play writing." But few people do what pros do. In either case.
>Writing on projects that take days, months, years. Sustained concentration.
>Sophisticated sense of textual cause and material effect, and of contextual
>forces: writing a contract that's airtight; writing ad copy that sells
>the product; writing the grant proposal that gets the funding.
>
>When I describe a dept of writing studies, this is the trajectory I have
>in mind for the students in it. It is not an exclusive designation; as
>Elizabeth noted, people are not monochromatic in that sense. And as David
>noted, anybody writing has to have some way to gather the wherewithal to
>write about something. Still, the smartest thing Colin Powell did as a
>writer--not a general, etc.--was to hire Joe Persico (I'll bet I got the
>name wrong!), to hire a "ghostwriter"--cause Colin Powell knows his
>life, but not the technology of writing.
>
>Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 13:14:05 CDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Terence Brunk - English Dept." <terenceb@CUOK.CAMERON.EDU>
Subject:      CFP: 18th-c. Politics & Rhetoric (ASECS)
 
I am forwarding to this list a copy of a call for papers for a panel
I will be chairing at the ASECS (American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies) next year.  ASECS is a highly interdisciplinary organization
that actively seeks participation from scholars and teachers from all
fields.  I've worded the call for papers for readers of the 18th
century discussion list, but I'd welcome proposals from students of the
history of rhetoric as well, so feel free to extend the boundaries
of the suggestions I've made below.
 
ASECS attracts several hundred presenters each year from a variety of
fields, and I've always found it to be fun and congenial.  The 1997
meeting will be held in Nashville from April 9-12.  The deadline for
inquiries or proposals is September 15.  I hope some of you close history
of rhetoric folks will be interested! (that's closet, not "close")
 
>
> I have just received word that I will be chairing a session at next year's
> ASECS meeting in Nashville.
>
> The session is titled "Beautiful Words: Politics and the Rhetoric of Style
> in the Late 18th Century." The panel will examine the political dimensions
> of late 18th-century belle-lettristic and aesthetic theory.  Possible
> topics include examinations of figures like Burke, Wollstonecraft, Blair,
> Rousseau, More, Drake, or others whose work addresses or exposes the
> connections between theories of style/rhetoric and political discourse.
> Other possible topics include include sensibility as a political language,
> political and aesthetic crosscurrents in theories of
> landscape/picturesque, or the political implications of key rhetorical
> concepts such as "beauty," "harmony," "imitation," "originality,"
> "sublime," and "genius."
>
> Papers from all theoretical and historical perspectives are welcome, as
> are projects with an interdisciplinary focus.
>
> Please send inquiries/abstracts (250 words) to:
>
> (before July 20)
>
> Terence Brunk
> English Department
> Cameron University
> Lawton, OK 73505
>
> (after July 20)
>
> Terence Brunk
> c/o Priscilla Perkins
> School of Liberal Studies
> Roosevelt University
> 430 S. Michigan Ave.
> Chicago, IL 60605
>
> Please pass this information to any interested parties.  All presenters must
> be/become members of ASECS.
>
> Thanks,
>
> Terence Brunk
> terenceb@cuok.cameron.edu
>
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 15:53:52 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
X-To:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
 
> ...and even
> linguistics...
 
> Rich
 
 
Thank you Rich; I'm all for dismantling these ridiculous boundaries.
 
Mieke
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 17:21:06 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
Needless to say--again--I find this thread wonderfully heartening. I would
say, by way of sources, that much of what we are saying and thinking can be
found (in its own form, to be sure) in Jim Moffett's Teaching the Universe
of Discourse, a book maybe written with K-12 mostly in mind, but with a
very generous vision about what we were engaged in. (As a function of its
time, it has perhaps a less than fully developed political or social
dimension, but it is also very roomy.)
 
To pick up on what Peter says, our grad program only formalizes the kind
of course arrangements he experienced, primarily in an effort to bring in
a broader spectrum of the faculty. (And maybe formalizing was, in that
sense, a bad idea: i.e., even if the structures are bureaucratic, they invite
binarism. I don't know.)
 
I would also say that the trajectory I am imagining would include undergraduatesas well. Not, of course, in as highly specialized a context as for a grad
program, but still placing the writer at the center of the curriculum. Indeed,
as we were designing our Writing Sequence through the English major (Rhetoric
and Poetics), one of the collaborators (Amy Schoch, who was in the doctoral
program then, and is basically a writer for the state govt. now, as well as
a poet, performance artist, and so on) explained that what we wanted to
help develop were people who could say "I am a writer" in the way grads of
a theater program might say "I am an actor": that if you gave them a role
to play, as it were, they would take it from there. Such a notion presupposes
both something like improvisation, I suppose, but also enormous amounts of
discipline, trial and error, and trainng.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 15:35:24 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
>marriages
>fail when _Both_ sides stop trying to understand one another.
 
Rich,
 
As I've learned directly, it's sufficient when one side stops trying.
 
Doug
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
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Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 17:11:22 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English relationship
In-Reply-To:  <01I620YS2MJ68WWP1Y@cnsvax.albany.edu>
 
I certainly applaud Steve's list of who would be teaching "writing."
I would add people who work in technical and professional writing and of
course people interested in the relationship between technology and
writing.
 
Sharing the same Lit background (and all the rather snotty associations
that go along w/ the Arnoldian best that has been thought & said), it has
taken me decades to break away from marginalizing business writing.
That, I thought, wasn't really "writing."
 
The problem with being in literature depts is that a lot of folks still
buy the Arnold, belletristic business.  I am not trying to turn the binary
and marginalize literature, mind you.  It's just that it has taken me so
long to overcome my socialization within lit departments (if I have
overcome it).  I think of our bellitristic heritage as limiting, like an
anchor.  It has closed my eyes to what seems to me to be happening with
"writing," and to wonderful arenas of research.
 
I would take Steve at his word:  let's reconfigure English.  But that's
going to take a lot of breaking away from our literature heritage--even
though it's a johnny- or jill-come-lately on the scene.  To reconfigure,
we have to get Arnoldians to accept a business person's feasibility report
as interesting as dover beach.
 
Actually, I'm pretty lucky in the "English" dept. here: some of the main
forces are willing to accept that last sentence as more than the
moonstruck mutterings of the village idiot.
 
My transformation began quite a few years ago when I realized that many
business people on planes had more interesting things to say about writing
than a lot of literature people do.
 
[i hope there isn't any flamethrowing material in that posting.]
 
Irv
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 21:13:45 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kelly Lowe <lowekf@MUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience -Reply
 
As a graduate of ISU's program, I second what Doug said.  I would also
add that the opportunity to be Ombudsperson put me in the difficult
social situations that seem to be normal for a WPA, and the
opportunity to be assistant editor of WPA gave me an opportunity to
see what was up theoretically.
 
The majority of my training, I would have to say, was simply the
opportunity to "watch and learn"; that, and sharing an office with
the other assistants--we had many interesting discussions about this
situation and that.
 
If I could plead for any training it would be in budgets--some sort
of accounting review--or make WPA-track students take an accounting
course through a business department.  If I've been floundering in
anything this year, it's been in the area of budgeting.
 
I couldn't have asked, however, for a better training.
 
Regards;
 
Kelly Lowe
Director of Writing Programs
Mount Union College
Alliance, OH 44601
330/823.3153
lowekf@muc.edu
"Jesus!  How low does one have to stoop in this country to be
president?"  Hunter S. Thompson
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 20:49:56 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: end-of-year-report
 
>    I'm at the end of my first year as a Director of Composition, and I am
>    writing an end-of-year report.  I'm wondering how many Directors of
>    Composition do this.  Could you let me know if you do?
 
Yes, as part of a comprehensive end-of-year report written by all committee
chairs in the English department.  (As Director of Writing Programs I chair
the writing committee.)
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
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Date:         Wed, 19 Jun 1996 21:58:23 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: end-of-year-report
X-To:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
 
>     I'm at the end of my first year as a Director of Composition, and I am
>     writing an end-of-year report.  I'm wondering how many Directors of
>     Composition do this.  Could you let me know if you do?
>
>     Thanks,
>
>     Mara Holt
 
 
Yes, every year and a very useful exercise it is too: for yourself,
your staff, and those who need to be informend and/or persuaded.
 
Good luck, Mieke
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 11:44:16 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mark Schaub <MSCHAUB@AUC-ACS.EUN.EG>
Subject:      Reading levels of composition students
 
Thanks to those of you who have been responding on and off the list
about reading levels and comp. students.
   Many agree that the Nelson-Denny is not the best predictor of student
reading levels, expecially for ESL students.  The thing that I am not
totally pleased with is that our non-American student body is being
compared to American students (the grade levels and percentiles).
   What is good that may come of our tests, though, is that with the
comparisons that *are* being made, administrators have seen a need for
a beefed-up reading/writing center.  And now we may get resources for
that. The comparisons are dangerous and not-helpful, but they can be
helpful in brining $ into our department.
 
  Mark Schaub
  Director, Freshman Writing Program
  The American University in Cairo
  <mschaub@auc-acs.eun.eg>
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 09:10:19 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "J. Reed and W. Wheeler" <reedww@CRIS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
Rich:
 
Just a quick response to your post about tensions arising when comp people
don't know enough about literature.  My most recent position was as the only
comp/rhet person in a traditionally literature department.  But my degree is
in modern British and American literature, with a minor, dissertation, and
scholarly work in comp.  The fact that I had a background in lit did help me
to understand my colleagues and their work; but in the end, most of them did
not value my comp scholarship because it is so different from what they do,
and they don't understand how it might fit into their traditional English
"mold."  This prejudice is hard to combat; Steve's (and others') move to
separate sidesteps this kind of small-mindedness.  I would hope that the
strength of these separate departments might eventually keep the mold from
corroding the whole discipline (sorry, couldn't resist this last).
 
                Janine Reed
 
09:39 AM 6/19/96 -0500, you wrote:
>As I read these postings about the relation of lit to comp and the
>reverse, I find myself wondering if the development of "pure" comp/rhet
>degrees has in some ways exacerbated the strains within departments.
>I don't have doctoral students, but as someone who went through a
>"divided" program--coursework in lit and comp, exams in both, and a
>two-part dissertation--I find it a little unsettling that many of the
>grad students in comp that I talk to don't seem to have a clue about
>literature--don't understand references, don't get critical approaches.
>If those people go into jobs in English Departments where they're one
>of two or three comp people among twenty or thirty lit folks, it
>stands to reason that tensions will arise.  Using the "marriage"
>metaphor (which I agree, Steve, isn't really appropriate), marriages
>fail when _Both_ sides stop trying to understand one another.  (I
>know I"m opening myself up to a different metaphor, of slave/master
>and who needs to know whom and what the implications are of comp
>people needing to know lit while lit people sail on obliviously.  But
>that's a different metaphor... I think.)
>
>Anyway, I like Steve's reconfiguration idea best of all, having been
>working with creative writers in a joint project to reeducate K-12
>teachers for the past several years.  We all enrich one another if
>we put creative writing, literature, comp/rhet, folklore, and even
>linguistics into fruitful relationships with one another.  I guess
>I value breadth more than depth, most of the time (probably in self
>defense!).
>
>Rich
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 09:05:13 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
George Otte asked for models, and after reading many of the rest of these
posts I might gingerly offer University of Nebraska at Lincoln.  I was a
pretty radical rhet/comp segregationist after I had come out of my master's
program (at a nameless school where the lit faculty as a whole was mindlessly
barbaric in their treatment of comp, IMHO -- despite the good personal and
scholarly qualities of many of them individually).  Kate Ronald calmed me into
waiting before I petitioned to get rid of the requirement for one mandatory
comp in a literary area.  I found it enormously rewarding to have a different
venue in which to apply my rhetorical understanding, and the personal
relationship with the wise old lit prof who helped my with my area of
concentration was invaluable.  Though the usual tensions would come up at
times, I felt a great sense of the blending of literacy study approaches
there, and felt free to use rhet/comp more as a dominant filter rather than an
exclusive, separate discipline.  This has no doubt been invaluable in my
relations with the other, mostly literature-focused faculty who teach
composition here at my place of relatively new employment.
 
I'm not sure my petition would have been granted; eventually, I saw no reason
to bother with it.  And, observing the teaching qualities of my fellow TAs,
the last thing I'd want to see is a split that took poets out of comp classes.
 
But then, I was a commute-in-commute-out student too.  Maybe I missed the bad
parts.  Still, a program that had a hand in shaping Nancy Welch's approach to
literacy work can't be too bad.  And I know at least one other voice on this
list who could comment more fully about whether the qualities I admire in her
work came out of the program in some part [right, Ruth? ;)].
 
The basic set-up was a dissertation in rhet/comp, a comprehensive exam in that
area plus two others, one of which had to be a traditional literary area and
the other of which could be in things like lit crit, linguistics, women's
studies, etc.  One of two required languages could be replaced by study in
another discipline, an option most rhet/comp folks seemed to take.  Petitions
for re-design of the program were granted if thoughtful and compelling.
Within that, though, I suspect the people mattered; and I have to believe also
that the strong interest of the rhet/comp faculty in women's studies, identity
negotiation, ethnography, and pedagogy helped make the "beyond binary"
atmosphere as richly supportive as it was.
 
And I was obnoxious before I got there, so you can't blame that on them.
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall, Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468            816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu     http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"It's got to be the going, not the getting there, that's good"
                                - Harry Chapin, "Greyhound"
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 10:16:28 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
To follow up (in general terms) much of what has been said, I should say
that my own coursework was mostly 19th cent. American stuff, although
there was also Chaucer, the Romantics, and a good bit of philosophy (heavy
on aesthetics). Like Janine, I both can and do enjoy learning about and
staying relatively current in what my various colleagues do. One of my
prouder professional accomplishments--that doesn't show up much in c.v. terms--
is that my name shows up in a nice variety of Acknowledgments (projects
grounded in psychoanalysis, journalism, post-modern materialist feminism,
and so on). Also like Janine, though, I find that this interest tends not
to be reciprocal (although there have come to be exceptions).
 
I would have to argue with Janine's choice of "side step" as the right verb
here, though. In our case, at least, the proposal to advance Writing Studies
is a direct confrontation--a public declaration that the "project" those of
us assembled under the aegis of the "English" department inherited is no
longer viable (never mind if it ever was): that, as I put it previously, the
curiously passive reader our curriculum has been designed to seekand/or
create is the wrong target; that an undergrad curriculum based on period,
genre, and author courses (and of course only 3 authors get their own
course #: Shakespeare, Chaucer, and Milton) no longer represents anything
like a reasonable means by which to reach any of the ends we have in mind; and
that--therefore--the university needs to decide which way it wants to go.
 
Richard Lanham has been arguing along these lines for some time. His image
for the English model I'm describing here is the Classics dept--an essentially
antiquarian and archival enterprise, and one grounded in this case in
a pair of late 19th century adaptations (British and German) that were
borrowed for dubious reasons, and which need to be consciously, deliberately,
discarded.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 09:52:33 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
George Otte wrote:
>On Tue, 18 Jun 1996 12:17:21 -0500 Irv Peckham said:
>>Ed's note to Steve and then George Otte's note on the comp/rhet program at
>>CUNY made me think of some problems w/ my educational history and
>>implications for the comp/rhet marriage/divorce:
>>
>>I went to a grad school where I got my Ph.D. in Lit with a specialization
>>on comp/rhet.  That is, I have been a child of the marriage.  I spent an
>>awful lot of time (at least 2/3 of my grad coursework in lit seminars).
>>Now they were a lot of fun & all that--but they displaced a multitude of
>>courses that would have been more useful to my rhet/comp work. More useful
>>would have been courses in empirical research methodologies, technology &
>>communcation, learning theories, assessment theory, technical writing,
>>professional writing: the list could go on.  My work with Wordsworth (and
>>it was considerable) really has so very little to do with my current
>>research in corporate writing.
>>
>>Putting my history (a history common to many of us, I believe) within the
>>framework of the problem that George describes seems to be one reason to
>>take the drift away from the English Dept. seriously.
>>
 
>I don't know....  I take what Ed White says to heart, but Irv's post has
>me thinking: I wonder if my own desire to build bridges is a generational
>thing.  I mean, my story is like Irv's--I sometimes tell people (not least
>of all grad students) that I used to be a Joycean in another life.  But
>it really does seem like another lifetime ago.  One thing that crystallized
>it for me was getting the reminder about Bloomsday just past (I had quite
>forgot) from Terry Collins on the Conference on Basic Writing list.  Lord,
>what time hath wrought...     --George
 
Are we sure it's all so very different, though?  My dissertation director's
dissertation director did a rhet/comp dissertation, and I do feel some
disjunction from the normal discussion at times (our journal scholarship in
particular still leans heavily toward transfigured close reading, as far as I
can see, holding to a very narrow band of the available genre frequency).  But
deep work with language has many paths, none of them "direct."  I suspect the
effort has more to do with bridge-finding than bridge-building.  It's a matter
of vision and perspective rather more than construction, perhaps.  Of course,
I think vision and perspective is rhetoric's strong suit among the different
approaches, which is why it ought to be at the center again.  For a while.
The rhet/comp center implies a whole different territory, though, one in
which communications and technology barge in and shove literature around.  We
may need to be rather protective of literature if we are to avoid mindlessly
reductive approaches to rhet/comp as the preparation of skilled language
drones.  The very complication of literature makes it a refuge for approaches
that could be in great danger once flushed out naked and alone.  Or, maybe I'm
just a hopeless old Romantic, believer in aesthetics and all that.  But let's
just see how far cultural study, Marxism, or feminist criticism can make it on
their own, hmm?  A critter can be pretty strong in its ecosystem and not worth
much on its own, after all; and I'm not sure the alternative, rhet/comp refuge
is well-established yet.
 
Sorry about all the fecundity.
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468                    816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu             http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
". . . Every measure, every gauge is just a borderline." - Joni
Mitchell, "Borderline"
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 08:13:41 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/20/96 07:01
 
I think it's always useful to have a group of graduate students around who are
looking at literature as a "kind" of discourse rather than the highest and
best use of language. I have been involved in the design of two rhet/comp
master's programs, and I have always left some kind of literature requirement
in, not so students will have to become familiar with the canon, but so they
can come to grips with the strategies of literary discourse and its
intersections with other "genres." I found, in my earlier studies of
"credibility" in biography, that I absolutely had to understand literary
conventions in order to understand how biographers compromised their
credibility by straying too far into lit land. I think rhetoric and comp
programs ought to keep some lit in the curriculum--but voluntarily, for our
own reasons and purposes.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 11:36:22 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
Another of the terms that I find problematic in this discussion--though we
surely inherited it--is "literature" or "literary." Rhetoric is, as Keith says,
a particularly useful tradition to claim (although it has in some ways not
been very good at dealing with writing--has not fully, that is, moved away
from its oratorical traditions). But so is poetics, understood in the same
sense as dealing with both the making and the study of a certain range of
discourses.
 
Having taught a couple of courses now with both in the title--and having dealt
most recently, and at length, with the rhetoric and poetics of witness (and
particularly the Holocaust)--I find even that binary both energising and
problematic. I mean, just because Aristotle split them out doesn't mean that
such a split makes sense. For a writer--for me, now--both disciplines operate,
and do so in ways that are not operationally distinct. Were those dashes in
the previoous sentence rhetorically or poetically determined? (Yes.) Is
my persona here--or the "speaker" generated by this text--a rhetorical or a
poetic construct? (Yes.)
 
For readers, the same sorts of things apply--or, perhaps, the two tradititons
provide overlapping lenses (I hate that metaphor, but still . . . ) through
which to examine texts. Schindler's List--we had it in novel, screenplay,
and film--proved endlessly fascinating for this purpose. Was this "just"
a movie, a "story" with plot, characterization, theme (to invoke one set
of formalist poetic terms)? Or was it a rhetorical performance, part of an
extended cultural discussion of the Holocaust? Again, yes and yes--or,
perhaps, no to the was it 'just' question.
 
In short, that's why I've been favoring "Rhetoric and Poetics" even over
"Writing Studies": they include most of my colleagues in English, too, although
they might have to rethink their place in the scheme of things a bit. We
went with Writing Studies because . . . well, because niether of the other terms
has sufficient currency.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 12:39:24 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ruth Mirtz <rmirtz@GARNET.ACNS.FSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
I doubt there is (or was when I was there 4 years ago) anything special
going on at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, except a group of dedicated
professors and graduate students doing their best work with what they can.
I took four preliminary exams in literature and one in comp/rhet., took
nearly all my coursework in lit. etc..  But I purposely ignored it, treated
it as a hoop to jump through, and smiled nicely at the lit. professors in
the hallways.  And they (well, one in particular) found ways to get back at
me for ignoring them.  And I can't think of an instance when I've used any
of my lit. training, except in the circumstance we're discussing
here--getting respect from lit. professors. In fact, I'd say I got
"retrained" in literature and the teaching of literature in my comp. studies.
        I was extremely lucky. I found faculty who put my work first and
disciplinary status second. But from what I heard when I was there, the same
dissing of comp/rhet goes on at UNL as at FSU as at . . .  Sorry to disagree
with you, Keith. I suspect Nancy Welch would be an exception, too, being a
brilliant fiction writer (and recognized as such even as a graduate student)
and being a brilliant comp. scholar, too.
        I wish someone would tell a story about an English department who
got in the mess we're discussing (vengeful divisions between lit. and
comp/rhet.) and successfully got back out of it. I'd like to know what to
do. I can invite the lit. faculty to our comp. activities until I'm blue in
the face and nothing will change.
Ruth M. Mirtz
Director, First Year Writing Program
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL  32306-1036
rmirtz@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 13:24:14 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
X-To:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
 
I am no expert in English Literature, but my impression is that
(some) English Departments are abandoning the model that Steve North
describes so accurately and are trying to re-invent themselves by
developing "cultural studies" (whatever that is).  I'd sure like some
comments on that & what the role of comp/rhetoric/professional
writing might play in cultural studies, if any.
 
Mieke
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 10:23:23 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/20/96 09:39
 
As Steve has pointed out, the conflict at SUNYA is not a straigthforward
lit-comp sort of thing. It's much more complicated than that, as the the
petition and complaint documents suggest. I don't know if these academic
schisms ever heal. I didnot, as a rule, go out of my way to make my life and
thelives of my colleagues miserable because I felt that my work and I were
slighted by colleagues. At the same time, I find that these discussions tap
into an enormous reservoir of deep, deep resentment, and it takes a great deal
of self-control not to blurt out the vicious and mean-spirited attack that I
have probably been writing subconsciously for years. And I'm someone who has a
nice life and am not even in an English Department now. Do I ever take
advantage of my administrative position to exact a little revenge? Of course
not ;) We all probably have too much time on our hands and not enough
accountability. You can't beat academics for world class harboring of grudges.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 12:53:19 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Fred Kemp <ykfok@TTACS.TTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
In this interesting thread I tend to agree that the divorce analogy has
real problems, but it does provide a kind of focus to very subtle
contentions.  For instance, what are the grounds for incompatibility, of
the sort of "forgets to put the cap on the toothpaste" variety?
 
One element very important, I think, is Matthew Arnold as mentioned by
David and over the years by many.  I reread _Culture and Anarchy_ again
last week.  Incredible how increasingly distasteful I've found that book
over a number of readings over the years.  It hasn't changed, but I sure
have.  If you haven't read it lately and would like insight into the
intense and nearly indescribable irritation that many literature
specialists feel for "utilitarians" like compositionists and technical
communicators, I recommend it.
 
Another thing highlighted for me by Elizabeth Hodges' message is the
intense reliance on memorization in testing that seems fairly common among
literaturists.  The fixed-time, closed-book, "coverage" exam of extensive
reading lists seems very hard to dislodge as the principal paradigm for
evaluating post-graduate work, and yet practically everything one reads
these days relating to how people actually produce in society suggests that
memorization of fixed knowledge is clearly debilitating, while what is
really needed is the capability to manage timely concepts and solve
problems.  We seem to be preparing our troops for combat in a previous
century, and again, _Culture and Anarchy_ informs that also.
 
Some of us have been chastized for promoting a "we-they" dichotomy, under
the assumption that we would be better employed just trying to get along.
But, to return to the discredited marriage analogy, an abused spouse is
often blamed for enabling the very behavior she suffers from.  It may be
true that some of us enjoy the thrill of confrontation a little too much,
but it also may be true that continuing a pattern of one-sided compromises
regarding testing, required courses, and sheer assumptions about what a
"proper" English major is and does, does nobody, including students and
departments, and in the end the legitimate study of literature, any good.
 
As a grad of the University of Texas, I have had some experience with the
liabilities of both the open expression of and the forced suppression of
serious departmental animosities.  Hard as it is on groups of people, I
prefer the open route rather than the sneaky path of clotheslining
individuals at tenure reviews, as Debbie Holdstein described recently in
her Computers and Writing keynote address.
 
Fred Kemp
Texas Tech
f.kemp@ttu.edu
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 15:40:33 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mili Clark <MCLARK@UBVMS.CC.BUFFALO.EDU>
Organization: University at Buffalo
Subject:      Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
 
During summer orientations, we have been giving incoming students our essay
placement test(1 hr 15 min) which we then score holistically.  Placement is
somewhat complex in that students may place out of first semester composition
or out of both first and second semester, and we also place students into ESL
and Learning Center composition courses.
 
Were we to place students in appropriate courses, as above, using SAT and
ACT verbal scores (a budgetary proposal), how accurate would those scores
be?  Would a significant percentage of students score into second semester
whose writing skills are actually at a first semester level and vice versa?
 
        Are there any studies comparing the accuracy of
        SAT and ACT placements to placements
        based on holistically scored essays?
 
        I welcome any information, including the experiences
        of writing program directors.  I tend
        to discount the promotional materials supplied by
        these testing services.
 
Mili Clark
Dir. of Composition
SUNY/Buffalo/English
mclark@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 15:30:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         George Otte <GOTBB@CUNYVM.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  Message of Thu, 20 Jun 1996 10:23:23 MST from <IACDES@ASUACAD>
 
I've been struggling to cope with off-list responses to my query--
saying thank you, firing something off to people whose addresses I've
been given--and all my attention has been focused on that particular
web of correspondence, but now it's circled back on list thanks to David
and Keith and others--and has been (re)attached to the "divorce" thread--
so I feel I really do have to post to WPA-L.
 
I share Fred Kemp's distaste for Arnold, but I thought Steve North's
invocation of Lanham (there's another computer connection for you, Fred)
was particularly useful: Lanham traces the great division/dichotomy
sketched by Scholes and others to no one so much as Coleridge (and the
sense that the Imagination belongs to/on another Plane).  Something I
regularly used to give grad students in pedagogy colloquia (as a kind of
talisman against lit/comp schizophrenia) is the "Should English Departments
Take an Interest in the Teaching of Composition?" chapter from _Literacy
and the Survival of Humanism_.  Thinking back on it, I think it holds up
well, despite the book's title--and the title of the chapter was by no means
a rhetorical question for Lanham a decade and a half ago. He points out
(along lines Steve was proposing in a recent post) that it's not just
that literature is rhetorical but that supposedly non-literary communcication
is literary: it's about role-playing, in-voicing, self-representation
and -dramatization, scene-setting, etc. etc.
 
Of course, saying a dichotomy's false doesn't mean it isn't institutionalized
--which brings me to my other point.  What I'm hearing about (in terms of
responses to my query) tends to be about battles fought (and more often than
not at least half-won), but what I see around me is less a struggle than
tectonic shift, "English" becoming a more capacious umbrella (I think Mieke
was talking about this--bringing in cultural studies and other supra-
disciplinary enterprises).  In my own department, we have writing (including
"creative"), journalism, ESL, and literature all under one roof, and we
have great clout (from great size) for a department--and a kind of a
e-pluribus-unum thing going, lots of reach and involvement in terms of
the life of the college, and so on.  I think Ira and Sondra and I really
see the grad curriculum/strictures in English to be behindhand in terms
of gradual but fairly decisive changes on the undergrad level.  Do other
people sense this, that it would be at least as good for more bubble-up
effect from the undergrad curric than more trickle-down from the grad (not
that that's a loaded question or anything)?
                                                --George
///////////////////////////////////////////
/George Otte, Director of Writing Programs/
/Baruch College, CUNY  PHONE: 212 387-1772/
/17 Lexington AVENUE     FAX: 212 387-1785/
/New York, NY 10010  GOTBB@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU/
///////////////////////////////////////////
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 16:00:53 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "C. BURNHAM" <cburnham@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: end-of-year-report
X-To:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <A3286ZWIWF5NXK*/R=OUVAXA/R=A1/U=HOLT/@MHS>
 
Mara,
Here at NMSU I write somethng of a report that goes into our department's
end of the year report that goes to the dean and VP.  This year it turned
into a 12-page single-spaced ana;ysis of our outcomes assessment project.
 
I hope this is helpful
 
Chris Burnham
Mew Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003
505-646-3909
 
On Wed, 19 Jun 1996, Mara Holt 614-593-2836 wrote:
 
>     I'm at the end of my first year as a Director of Composition, and I am
>     writing an end-of-year report.  I'm wondering how many Directors of
>     Composition do this.  Could you let me know if you do?
>
>     Thanks,
>
>     Mara Holt
>     English/Ellis 385
>     Ohio University
>     Athens, OH  45701
>     holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
>
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 18:46:12 +0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Robert Delius Royar <r.royar@MOREHEAD-ST.EDU>
Organization: MSU Writing Center Coordinator Morehead KY
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  <01I64M00OY0I8WWW81@cnsvax.albany.edu>
 
Regarding what you say (below), I recalled Reed's *Japanese by Spring* in
which the English department was dismantled into a humanities and european
lit department.  I found it an enjoyable read.
 
On Thu, 20 Jun 1996, Steve North, SUNY Albany wrote:
 
> that an undergrad curriculum based on period,
> genre, and author courses (and of course only 3 authors get their own
> course #: Shakespeare, Chaucer, and Milton) no longer represents anything
> like a reasonable means by which to reach any of the ends we have in mind; and
> that--therefore--the university needs to decide which way it wants to go.
>
> Richard Lanham has been arguing along these lines for some time. His image
> for the English model I'm describing here is the Classics dept--an essentially
> antiquarian and archival enterprise, and one grounded in this case in
> a pair of late 19th century adaptations (British and German) that were
> borrowed for dubious reasons, and which need to be consciously, deliberately,
> discarded.
>
> Steve North
>
 
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
                  Coordinator of Writing & the Writing Center
        "Let them eat Catch-Up"           -- Bob "OKForMeToBeOnThe" Dole
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
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Date:         Thu, 20 Jun 1996 17:45:29 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
 
delete                  James L. Helm
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 06:40:10 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
 
>        Are there any studies comparing the accuracy of
>        SAT and ACT placements to placements
>        based on holistically scored essays?
 
One older but still good study is by Dona Gorrell in a 1980 or so issue of
RTE.  I'm not in my office so I'm sorry I don't have a better citation.
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
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Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 08:47:01 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
I'll check out the Japanese by Spring title--I assume it's mostly English
that gets featured in books more often than any other discipline?
 
As for George's question about direction of influence--it's an interesting
issue, isn't it? Professing "English" has for a long time, and literally more
than any other discipline in the American academy, been schizophrenic
along the undergrad/grad line. The leaders in establishing the German
professoriate that Americans like Thomas Hart came to admire, and that we
tried to establish here, were the philologists. That has remained our image
of the prof--the ideal, as it were: "the autonomous specialist" as Hart
describes him (and he meant "him"), responsible to no one. (Jim Sosnoski
names this image Cleanth Brooks in Master Critics, Token Professionals.)
 
And yet in this country, getting a doctorate in English has meant, from very
early on, getting a license to teach college students. (An NEA survey from
the late 1950s, e.g., lists English ahead of all other fields in placing
its doctorates in teaching positions--at 92%.) So we have always had to
face in that other direction, as well.
 
In some sense, therefore, the tensions we have been dealing with in this
thread are a function of those two sources of authority: the "writing" side
of the debate looks more to undergrads to shape a mission; the "lit" side
more to an object of study ("literature"). Maybe there is a way to better
reconcile those dynamics. I dunno.
 
I would add--a hobbyhorse--that it would be best for all concerned if, at
the professional org. level, all us idiot English teachers were in one
giant group: AWP, NCTE, MLA, WPA, CCCC, CEA, etc. It would save on dues,
of course, but it would also give us enormous political clout--the macro-
version of George's dept.'s power. Do you suppose a summit like that could
improve local relations?
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 08:08:25 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
>I would add--a hobbyhorse--that it would be best for all concerned if, at
>the professional org. level, all us idiot English teachers were in one
>giant group: AWP, NCTE, MLA, WPA, CCCC, CEA, etc. It would save on dues,
>of course, but it would also give us enormous political clout--the macro-
>version of George's dept.'s power. Do you suppose a summit like that could
>improve local relations?
>Steve North
 
 
I don't know if Jix Lloyd-Jones is on the list over the summer, but if
you're out there Jix I'd love to hear your thoughts.  At Iowa, at least in
the 1970s, there was a to me strange and interesting entity called the
School of Letters.  Undoubtedly I have it wrong, but it seemed to enfold
English, Creative Writing, Journalism, Communication, etc., not as a
separate college or administrative structure (all were within the College
of Liberal Arts) but something else.  An affinity group, maybe.  Jix headed
it, at least for a time.  As I muse about Steve's imagined summit, I think
of things like the School of Letters.  As a naive sophomore English major,
just converted from chemistry, the very name "School of Letters," had a
nice whimsical ring, like a Parliament of Fowls or something.  Less
whimsically, I note how strained the relations have been lately between
NCTE and MLA, with the whole standards issue being one manifestation of
their discord.  I've little faith in a top-down improvement.  And yet there
was that English Coalition Conference in 1987, which shows what might be
possible.
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
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Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 07:28:06 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
>
>I don't know if Jix Lloyd-Jones is on the list over the summer, but if
>you're out there Jix I'd love to hear your thoughts.  At Iowa, at least in
>the 1970s, there was a to me strange and interesting entity called the
>School of Letters.  Undoubtedly I have it wrong, but it seemed to enfold
>English, Creative Writing, Journalism, Communication, etc., not as a
>separate college or administrative structure (all were within the College
>of Liberal Arts) but something else.  An affinity group, maybe.  Jix headed
>it, at least for a time.  As I muse about Steve's imagined summit, I think
>of things like the School of Letters.  As a naive sophomore English major,
>just converted from chemistry, the very name "School of Letters," had a
>nice whimsical ring, like a Parliament of Fowls or something.  Less
>whimsically, I note how strained the relations have been lately between
>NCTE and MLA, with the whole standards issue being one manifestation of
>their discord.  I've little faith in a top-down improvement.  And yet there
>was that English Coalition Conference in 1987, which shows what might be
>possible.
>
>Doug Hesse
>Director of Writing Programs
>Professor of English
>Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
>Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
>ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
 
So much of the good will that was generated from the 1987 Coalition
Conference seems to have just disappeared. (I didn't attend it but, like
Doug, heard a lot about it from Charlie Harris, who was then Chair of the
ADE.) I've been wondering if a similar "coming together" might not be a
good idea.  1997, after all, would be the Coalition Conference's 10th
anniversary.  But I also wonder if there aren't other groups who should be
included . . . and I wonder too how we can generate actions out of such a
meeting.  Little concrete action seems to have come out of the 1987
meeting.
 
Gail
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 09:47:25 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
It's true that that 87 conference seems to have had little positive impact--
the volume from MLA, and Peter Elbow's What is English. There was--that same
year--the Wayzata Conference graduate studies in English. Again, one senses
that not much followed.
 
On the other hand, maybe if those hadn't taken place, things would be somehow
worse?
 
As for the College of Letters idea--sounds interesting. Anybody know any more?
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 09:40:08 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Patricia LaCoste <plc@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  <01I65ZMDPQCI8Y5CVF@cnsvax.albany.edu>
 
As someone finishing up in a rhet/comp program where I have been taking
only rhet/comp courses and where I am under no requirement to take any
lit coursework or examination at all, I have a somewhat belligerent
question:  why do I need literature?  While my question is full of
attitude, I really am asking.  In answer to this question, I have heard
two things:
 
First, I should know literature so that I can work and play well with
others, i.e., literature faculty.
 
Second, and a paraphrase/quote from a graduate coordinator, there should
be a literature requirement for all students, because "after all, you
[all] are getting a degree in _English_."
 
I think that this last response helps me name my resistance to literature
requirements.  Where does a degree in _English_ demand literature as a
component?  The only answer I find is in a traditional--and antiquarian,
in the Nietzschean sense--conception of what an English department does.
According to the construction of this coordinator, at some level, the
language _is_ the literature.  I think it's the collapse of these terms
into one another that bothers my most.  There is no reverse requirement
that literature students (or any of the students from the other three
concentrations here) take courses in rhetoric or composition--although
the creative writing students must take creative writing courses.  The
only "composition" course these students will take is the required course
for teaching composition, and this course has to be one of the worst to
teach because of the levels of resistance and investment in the mixture
of students taking it.
 
Something interesting to note, however, is that the grad students seem to
get along.  I don't recall ever experiencing any distain for what I do
from grads in other concentrations, and I have experienced genuine
interest.  Friendships and endeavors among us seem to cross disciplinary
lines (I'm working, for example, on co-editing a collection of keywords
with a modern studies student, and I co-moderate a graduate student
reflector list with two others).  I cannot say the same about the
faculty, and I feel the lines very clearly at the departmental level.
Mostly, I feel there a lack of desire to even understand what it is that
the comp/rhet people do.
 
So, I return to my question, reformulated a bit:  Why do I need
literature, beyond it's use as a tool for working with other faculty
members and beyond it's being good for me to know as much as I can about
as much as I can?  (A note on this latter, good-for-me, point:  I do want
to learn more--I have simply found that learning about theories of
history, philosophy, anthropology, psychology, feminism, etc., are
more interesting and useful than literature).
 
Okay, now that I've put my foot in it....(Hmmm, she doesn't work and
play well with others)....I'll shut up.
 
Patricia
 
Patricia LaCoste
plc@csd.uwm.edu
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
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Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 09:46:30 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         RONRON@CC.USU.EDU
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
I have to disagree slightly with Steve NOrth's statement that there are
not that many writers around.  There are, Steve, and I come across them
all the time.  They write brochures and environmental impact statements
and highway construction specifications and newsletters and military
procurement documents and proposals and reports and so on and so on.
 
I am like so many of you who have contributed to this thread.  My progression
has been 19th C. Britlit to linguistics to rhetoric to technical writing.
Our department has a high percentage of faculty involved in rhetoric and/or
tech writing.  We have moved in that direction largely in response to
student demand.  And our graduates (both BA and MA) get jobs, not as teachers
usually, but as working writers.
 
Much of the argument over the divorce seems to me to be based on two
assumptions about English departments:  1) English has always been about
the study of literature and writing in a literary context and 2) that is
the natural unchanging order of things.  Neither is true.  Ron Shook
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Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 11:45:57 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
In-Reply-To:  <9606211140.AA17810@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu>
 
I wonder about comparing sat/act scores to essays that have been scored
"holistically."  A holistic score is situated--within genres, grade
levels, readers, institution, time (and, really, within writing tasks).
That is to say, a set of anchor papers in response to a reflective essay
task given to Harvard firstyear students may be quite different from
anchor papers in response to an evaluation writing task given to
firstyear students at southwestern community college in Deedleeduck,
Texas.
Irv
 
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 13:20:30 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Robert J Connors <rjc4@HOPPER.UNH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.91.960621090900.15927A-100000@alpha2.csd.uwm.edu>
 
Whenever this thread comes up--and it has come up in some form every few
years on every list I've been on--it forces me back again not to divorce
analogies, which are personal and individual, but to analogies of
colonization and secession, which are economic and political.  Looking
back at the history of English departments as I have done, it is quite
clear that the marginalization of composition and rhetoric in English
departments, which began about a century ago, was based, finally, on simple
force majeure, on weight of numbers.  Philologists created departmental
structures based around a hierarchy that demanded the doctorate to
ascend.  Literary scholars could move from study of language to study of
the works in which textual language was found slowly, gradually, and by
1900 dissertations that were mostly "critical" (as opposed to "scholarly")
were being allowed.  Rhetoricians, coming from a non-Germanic
tradition, could not jump on the philology bandwagon and were soon left
in the dust as the last generation of brilliant composition amateurs
(Wendell, Hill, Day, Hart) left the field and died off.  They did not,
could not, create younger colleagues through the mechanism of the PhD,
and so comp and rhetoric langushed without much scholarly activity and
without an institutional base to create it.  Results we all know.
 
With philology gradually spun off into ever-more-recondite and specialized
versions of linguistic study, English was left in the hands of an ever-
more-aestheticized literary and scholarly/critical establishment, which
saw two primary tasks as its mission:  1.) the scholarly task of
establishing and refining the necessary literary texts; 2.) the critical
task of interpreting those texts for the public.
 
The first was scholarly work descended from the Germanic heritage, and it
was still pretty current when I got to grad school 21 years ago.  We were
all shown the dusty Hinman collator in the library basement and instructed
in the details of textual scholarship, comparative dating, the
methodologies of edition creation, etc.  I may have been at the wrong
schools since 1980, but it's my impression that this sort of textual
scholarship was become rather rare and specialized.  When was the last
time you saw a colleague on the way to use a Hinman collator?  The fact
gradually came to be that the best texts of the most agreed-on authors
were established, and once the work was done, it did not need doing
over.  There are still a few of the old gigantic text-establishment
projects going on, multi-decade dinosaurs meant to establish the
definitive version of every word Dryden or Milton ever wrote, but they
have become rarer.  Such projects gradually came to be appear to be art
for art's sake, and funding got hard to find.
 
The second task, the critical project, had already come to the fore by
1975, and it is this project with which we usually associate "lit people"
in English departments.  Please note that by "the critical project" I
*don't* mean the creation of "critical theorists" or "theory people."  I
mean, rather, the choice of professional specialization in the background
and interpretation of a period and, usually, an author, by literature
PhDs.  (Such period and author specialists often distrust "theory people,"
as a matter of fact, as flashy but ungrounded.) These specialists, who at
their best are brilliant commanders of whole cultural sweeps and moments
and at their worst are narrow pedants "coughing in ink," as Yeats puts it,
were and are the normal scientists of literary study.  They had while I
was in graduate school, and seem still to have, weight of numbers.  Though
their "tradition," such as it was, does not extend back more than a
century, they consider themselves the heirs of Aristotle and Longinus. The
literary PhD has elements of pristhood and of warriorhood in it that we
cannot discount.  The doctoral lineage has given many of them a sort of
innocent smugness, a sense of entitlement as the equestrian class of the
English department.  And, when secession talk or revolt-of-the-masses talk
like the sort we are hearing over the last few years begins, they can get
angry.  Their writ has run a long way, and it's not just because they've
been lucky.
 
These are the heirs, after all, of the people who killed the MLA
Pedagogical Section, who set up the composition sweatshops that drove our
own forebears from the field in droves or relegated them to horrific
overloads and made scholarship impossible.  These are the heirs of the
literary specialists who paid writing teachers less than any other college
teachers, who hired large numbers of women to teach because they *could*
pay women less, who fought Fred Newton Scott to his death, killed his
program a year after his retirement, refused to hire his doctoral students
or made them leave their chosen fields of rhetoric to teach literature or
journalism, referred to writing teachers as "unhappy dregs."  These are,
still alive, the very people who would not accept Janet Emig's
dissertation, who denied Janice Lauer and Susan Miller tenure, who would
not allow Tori Haring-Smith to use any composition publications when she
came up for tenure.
 
These are, in other words, the English.  And we are the Irish, or the
Indians, or the Americans.  Or perhaps the Canadians, or the Scots, or
the Welsh.  We have been colonized and had our valuable raw materials
taken--have, indeed, mined and harvested and loaded them onto ships
ourselves--for this past nine decades.  Can we tear down the white man's
house with the white man's tools--the doctorate?  Time will tell, won't it?
 
The preceding emotional outburst brought to you by Emotional Id PLC,
dependable producers of dark interpretations for forty-four years.
 
Bob Connors
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Jun 1996 10:38:29 PST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         JEANNE GUNNER <GUNNER@HUMNET.UCLA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
X-To:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
 
Steve's analysis of the writing/lit split certainly identifies one
source of the tension.  The tensions are multiple; English lit itself
is divided into status-spheres, with British lit claiming superiority
over American studies, and all of English lit seeing itself as above
Comp Lit (though, speaking as a comp lit PhD, we in the field were
schooled to see ourselves as a class superior to "narrow" English
studies).  I think national notions of status and class and the
British colonialist heritage play a large role in the attitudes we're
shackled by today.  Rhet/comp has no clear power base in such a
structure; it's a declasse upstart.
 
An ironic personal testament on the comments about Dick Lanham's
work:  At UCLA, from which Dick recently and happily retired, the
writing program he began is being downsized by the administration and
appears about to be reduced from Dick's grand vision to a 2-course
freshman program with a faculty 1/3 the size of the program that Dick
started.  He himself found few sympathizers in the UCLA English Dept.
with his work in rhetoric and communication; had he not been a
Renaissance scholar also, he'd never have been promoted.  The
attitudes toward those of us in the writing program (almost all lit
PhDs) is that we're failed grad students.  Even Mike Rose was deemed
inferior (he left for the Grad School of Ed). The English Dept.
completely dismisses the work of two of the most respected rhet/comp
scholars in the nation, does not offer a graduate level course in
rhet/comp, and has no tenured or tenure-line position in the field.
60% of our freshmen are currently taught by English Dept. TAs who are
trained to have contempt for the work; several resist and are fine
teachers, but many are openly hostile to the course.
 
I'm leaving for Santa Clara U.; I'm (almost) going to miss this
environment, though--it's a great lab for studying the politics of
the profession.
 
Jeanne Gunner
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On Fri, 21 Jun 1996 09:40:08 -0500 Patricia LaCoste said (in part):
>So, I return to my question, reformulated a bit:  Why do I need
>literature, beyond it's use as a tool for working with other faculty
>members and beyond it's being good for me to know as much as I can about
>as much as I can?  (A note on this latter, good-for-me, point:  I do want
>to learn more--I have simply found that learning about theories of
>history, philosophy, anthropology, psychology, feminism, etc., are
>more interesting and useful than literature).
 
Against my better judgment, I'm going to play the opposite of Blake's
Idiot Questioner--the Idiot Answerer--and take a stab at Patricia's
question.  First of all, I would say, Patricia, that you don't NEED
lit.  You're right to be irked with the various formulations of those
who argue that you do.  (What we're thinking of at/for the CUNY Grad
Center--this is Ira Shor's thinking in particular--is a triple track
program with a "hold the lit" option.)  I would even resist the "good-
for-me" angle: I'm not going to slip into the madness of arguing the
utility of literary study.  (I want to invoke Blake, not Bentham.)  But
I would like us to think a little more about the possible commonality
of our not-so-discrete enterprises.  (I have to stress "possible":
I get this far, and up blips Bob Connors' impassioned, stirring,
Jamesonian history-is-written-in-blood account of the comp/lit strife--
if I was writing this against my better judgment before, what am I doing
now?)  I identified with the wistfulness (if that's what it was) in what
Steve North and Doug Hesse said about how much better it could be
if we weren't so factionalized and compartmentalized.  And we do have
things in common.  What's the wonderful title of that book by Austin--
_How to Do Things with Words_?
 
I prefer arguing from cases rather than principles (maybe I'm not a
very principled person), so I should confess that I don't have a PhD
in English.  I went through a program for misfits like me, Stanford's
Modern Thought and Literature program.  It was an (institutionalized!)
opportunity to do hybrid, interdisciplinary stuff--half the credits
in lit, half in *anything else you wanted* (just about)--and this was
in the days before cultural studies--before even women's studies or
African-American studies and so on--had become fairly well-established.
The experience taught me that the most interesting stuff is not this
or that but connections between this or that (and it might be better
these days to call them border crossings or boundary transgressions or
whatever, but I still tend to think of them mostly as connections).
 
Since you're at UW-Milwaukee, I'll wax anecdotal even further.  Last
time I was there (4Cs excepted) was when, a few years ago, Jane Gallop
did a conference on pedagogy and the personal.  There were other comp
people (Susan Miller was there), but we were outnumbered, less by the
lit contingent (substantial), than by all the others (from psychology,
sociology, education, etc.) Jane had invited.  Everybody learned a lot
from everybody.  It came back to me when, just a week or so ago, I
was at a conference on computers and English instruction with Gregory
Jay (lit) and Bill van Pelt (tech writing) of UW-Mil and people from
all over the country.  The lit people were on the lean side there, but
it was fun talking to Greg about possible new discursive formations
and whatnot, and I got the sense that we're all conforming a little less
to type all the time.
 
What I'm getting at (I do have a point in here somewhere) is that the
way we label ourselves (or more especially one another) may have less
and less to do with what we are and do.  All the metaphors--marriage/
divorce, bridge/gap, etc.--put me in mind of Virginia Woolf's struggle
to define androgyny (and how that involved a recourse to sex stereotypes).
Not to take anything away from Bob Connors, but Ron Shook is right:
we tend to do a lot of typing and labeling and it's not always accurate.
(Imagine people on a lit list talking about those compositionists or
whatever they call themselves....)
 
Any yoking of literature and comp/writing probably has less to do with
bridging-the-gap rhetoric than common enemies (cuts in student support
and funding and other threats to the democratization of education, conversion
of academic culture to a simulacrum of corporate culture with an over-
reliance on "temps," etc.) as well as common interests (which I would
hesitate to define much more precisely than a fascination with discourse).
This means, as an answer to your question, I'm being as clear as mud--
to the tune of three screens (I was wise to bill this as a tale told
by an idiot)--so I'll clam up.
 
George Otte, "English"
Baruch College and the Graduate Center, CUNY
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Amen, Bob Connors.
 
But some part of zealotry often protects some part of something valuable.
Sometimes it is more important to get rid of the zealots, and clean up later;
but I still want to ask just what the English force was aiming to do.  I most
likely have read less literature than anyone on even this list, particularly
outside of my 18C comps reading list; and yet I'm fairly certain that the
connection with literature has much to do with the richness of current
rhetoric/composition work.  Maybe we can do the same thing, even better, with
ethnography, feminism, cultural study, etc.  I'm not sure, though; and I can
imagine even worse forces to have for a colonizer, many of which were possible
all along (and may still be waiting for us if we're not careful here).
 
Keith Rhodes, a most unlikely defender of literature
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In-Reply-To: Re: Comp/English divorce, From: "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLI
 
 We all enrich one another if
>we put creative writing, literature, comp/rhet, folklore, and even
>linguistics into fruitful relationships with one another.  I guess
>I value breadth more than depth, most of the time (probably in self
>defense!).
>
>Rich
 
_Even_ linguistics!  I want an English department, or _some_ department, that
values the production of texts, the interpretation of texts, and the study of
the language with which texts are produced and in (through?) which they are
analyzed and interpreted--equally.
 
Alice Roy
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So Doug Hesse and Steve North want me to recall the School of Letters at
Iowa!  It was an odd structure, but it did not create a climate.  The School
came to exist because the climate existed and somehow the administrative work
had to get done.  In brief it included English, CompLit, AmerStudies,
African Am World Studies, Writers Workshop, International Writing
Program, Translation Workshop, SophLit, eight or nine journals, Womens
Studies,a fine hand press, and (to a modest extent) the FLs.  John Gerber
chaired it from the late 60s to 1976, then I had it from 1976 until 1986,
when it ceased to exist.  The separate programs have since reported
directly to the Dean of Liberal Arts.  You might note that it did not
include the Freshman Rhetoric Program (originally Communication Skills,
now the Department of Rhetoric.)
        The forces that created it or nurtured it in relation to writing---
        From the 1920s Iowa allowed a creative thesis and dissertation.
The first one was in music; the ones in writing came later, but through
the l940s the Writers Workshop became a real force in the Department of
English.  Although the Department was split between the historians and
the critics, the writers were allowed to do their thing.  To be sure,
Paul Engle felt scorned, and advanced writing courses were left to older
women, and rhetoric was the property of the speech department, but the
Chair (Baldwin Maxwell, like his predecessor Hardin Craig) was reasonably
supportive.  In 1944 the College took the well-cared-for Reading and
Writing sequence from English and created CommSkills after the model of
the basic course in the Naval Pre-Flight program.  It was dominated by
Speech; John Gerber, who had an AmerLit degree from Chicago, was hired to
run it.  Although he reported to the dean, he received cordial support
from English.  To be sure senior faculty in English and Speech all ran
away from the course, so by the time Dick Braddock took it over, the
staff was  made up of people who trained graduate students.
        By that time I was in charge of all advanced writing courses and
designed our version of the English doctorate by using Don Bryant and
Doug Ehninger from speech and various people from linguistics as well as
several folks from English--Carl Klaus, Bob Scholes, Paul Hernadi, and
Wayne Franklin, all sound literary people who were interested in rhetoric
and composition.  Cleo Martin and Lou Kelly, especially, from the
freshman program joined in.  Rules made to accommodate the Workshop and
CommSkills protected us admirably.  Furthermore, the NDEA institute
program was used extensively by Klaus, Braddock and Andrews to extend our
work. To be sure, none of this threatened funds from other programs, but
mostly the department under Gerber encouraged variety and
experimentation.  We participated widely, but no one had a vote to block
venture efforts. The doctorate was structured to allow programs to be
tailored to need.  You might say our department was market driven.
        The greatest threat has been not internal, but external.  When an
Ivy League president began to talk of a World Class University, he meant
one that did not seem practical in service to the state or students.  His
pressure on promotion standards to support conventional scholarship
caused real trouble in getting support for writing people, although the
dean bowed to our insistence on pedagogy and writing as part of our
credentials.  He set off sociology against social work, linguistic theory
against applied linguistics, science against engineering--in short, what
he considered the liberal arts against anything with practical
applications. (Poetry and fiction were impractical enough that he could
support them, for he was an avid reader and produced quite elegant
prose.) The Department has mostly held to its sense that writing is ok
and that variety is good.
        Under the conditions until 1986 the School merely reflected the
various interests of our faculty.  The lines were loose enough to allow
people to shift around from area to area and to provide homes for new
people with new sub-interests.  Since all of the budgets went through me,
I could try to see that areas were protected from people who didnt
understand them.  I was the communications nexus to bring together people
of like interests who happened to be in unlike locations.  I also tried
to see that conflicting interests were dealt with early before people
took hard positions.  To be sure, some people complained about the number
of committee meetings, and others objected to the soft line of
demarcation and control, but that was the price of being a community
rather than a structure.
         The most recent decade I have viewed from a
distance, but so far as I can tell, despite pressure from above, the
department has remained open to new ideas and negotiable requirements.
Individuals are pushed too rapidly into the promotion derby, but they
take their responsibilities seriously.  Yes, they are into cultural
studies, but that also means they appreciate rhetorical contexts and
exigencies.  Some of the literature they examine has to be seen as
rhetorical evidence.  I suppose a number of them show signs of their own
graduate schools in not quite understanding what comp is all about, but
most take pedagogy very seriously, so they can be talked to.  And our
English Ed staff is so strong and so well based in both comp and lit that
they provide a useful bridge.
        I suppose the point of my rambling is that no one system works
everywhere. Most of what we are able to do depends on the good sense of
the people in charge. That rejects simple alternatives and accepts the
notion that change is inevitable so it is better made easy.  When I have
engaged in status studies of our departments I have been frustrated by
the variety of ways we organize ourselves.  Almost any set of data
claiming to show what we do is misleading or downright wrong because the
activities at one school do not fit the categories of another.  That's
good.  Perhaps we just should quit trying to gather data, although our
institutional research people will threaten to have our programs done
away with.
        One final observation about the English Coalition.  It was a fine
experience, and its goodwill was hard won.  The Basic Issue conference
gave us the tripod, the Dartmouth conference gave us an international
view and a concern for personal development, the Tempe and Allerton
conferences gave us the Two Year College organizations and a greater
concern for the social consequences of our programs, and the Coalition
reminded us of common interests in language throughout life as well as
the difficulty we have in talking to each other in world of specialties.
No conference solved the problems of its time.  The best you can hope is
that for a time they focus attention.  It may indeed be time for someone
to start organizing.   Peace   jix
 
 
On Fri, 21 Jun 1996, Doug Hesse wrote:
 
> >I would add--a hobbyhorse--that it would be best for all concerned if, at
> >the professional org. level, all us idiot English teachers were in one
> >giant group: AWP, NCTE, MLA, WPA, CCCC, CEA, etc. It would save on dues,
> >of course, but it would also give us enormous political clout--the macro-
> >version of George's dept.'s power. Do you suppose a summit like that could
> >improve local relations?
> >Steve North
>
>
> I don't know if Jix Lloyd-Jones is on the list over the summer, but if
> you're out there Jix I'd love to hear your thoughts.  At Iowa, at least in
> the 1970s, there was a to me strange and interesting entity called the
> School of Letters.  Undoubtedly I have it wrong, but it seemed to enfold
> English, Creative Writing, Journalism, Communication, etc., not as a
> separate college or administrative structure (all were within the College
> of Liberal Arts) but something else.  An affinity group, maybe.  Jix headed
> it, at least for a time.  As I muse about Steve's imagined summit, I think
> of things like the School of Letters.  As a naive sophomore English major,
> just converted from chemistry, the very name "School of Letters," had a
> nice whimsical ring, like a Parliament of Fowls or something.  Less
> whimsically, I note how strained the relations have been lately between
> NCTE and MLA, with the whole standards issue being one manifestation of
> their discord.  I've little faith in a top-down improvement.  And yet there
> was that English Coalition Conference in 1987, which shows what might be
> possible.
>
> Doug Hesse
> Director of Writing Programs
> Professor of English
> Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
> Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
> ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
>
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I find Bob's history of English departments pretty convincing in general but
certainly not reflective of my grad school experience.  I suspect that there
are some other programs that were as idiosyncratic as the one I participated
in.  I was taught by, among other people, Bill Ringler, who was Hoyt Hudson's
student, and Hudson, though a student of the English Renaissance and chair (I
think) of the English Department at Princeton was also in Speech Com (having
co-authored an important book in the early 30s).  Ringler kept pushing
rhetorical perspectives and texts on his students, and there were other
people in the department doing work that provided models for us, too (Joe
Williams and Jim Miller, for example).  I suspect that Dave Schwalm had a
similar experience, so when we write the history of English Departments and
rhet/comp, we ought to take into account those departments that took some
slightly different paths (e.g. Iowa).
Bob Schwegler
English/College Writing Program
University of Rhode Island
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
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I want to respond to George's comments, at both the case and the
principle levels.
 
Case first:  I know both Jane and Greg.  I was in Jane's class attached to
the conference--"Pedagogy: The Question of the Personal"--and I was also
at the conference.  A couple of notes about the course\conference:
whatever appearance of composition was made at the conference was not
equalled in the course, but even in the course, the appearance was
predictable.  Composition people speaking were placed first (George's) and
last (Susan Miller).  Whatever bridges you might have seen at the
conference, however, did not translate to the class well.  The coursework
was _ALL_ close reading.  We did close readings of the course texts and of
the essays the speakers sent in advance of the conference.  In a room full
of teachers and students in a course entitled Pedagogy: The Question of
the Personal we were not permitted to talk about anything outside of the
texts--and this was explicitly stated in the course--until very end in our
papers about the course, which we treated as additional texts for close
reading.  I made the case to Jane then that in a course of this title, we
should be able to talk from experience, too, but it fell on deaf ears.
 
The other case:  Greg Jay.  Greg is probably a good model of a "lit"
person who is sympathetic to comp.  He appeared as a guest speaker in the
required composition teaching course I spoke about in my last post.  One
of his questions\suggestions was that we include a novel in the reading
list for second semester composition, a course entitled "Writing and
Critical Thinking."  The course is designed to have students read
book-length arguments and write argumentative and analytical papers from
them.  My point is that Greg thought (don't know for sure if he still
thinks; dissertating takes me out of the loop) that literature should be
part of first year composition, regardless of the aim of the course.
 
Out to the principle:  My point is not how these people are wrong, but
rather how they are different.  What I'm having trouble seeing is why we
should be connected to the particular difference of literature rather
than to other differences such as communications, philosophy, etc.  I
think we should be connected, but in all three of the departments I've
been in the connection has been to literature out of proximity and
necessity.  Connections to other departments seem to be much harder to
make and harder to maintain.  I guess that I'm wondering if the reason we
maintain the connection to literature isn't more about proximity,
tradition, history, economics and colonization (I think this term fits) than
about common enterprises.  Is politics a good enough reason to stay together?
 
Patricia
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In-Reply-To: Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work, From: George Otte <GOTBB%
 
 Do other
>people sense this, that it would be at least as good for more bubble-up
>effect from the undergrad curric than more trickle-down from the grad (not
>that that's a loaded question or anything)?
>                                                --George
>///////////////////////////////////////////
>/George Otte, Director of Writing Programs/
>/Baruch College, CUNY  PHONE: 212 387-1772/
>/17 Lexington AVENUE     FAX: 212 387-1785/
>/New York, NY 10010  GOTBB@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU/
>///////////////////////////////////////////
 
I'm planning to propose a new u.g. English option, nameless as yet, that
balances writing/rhetoric, literature, language, and critical theory.  I do
not anticipate much success with this, but feel it's necessary to try. Oddly,
I did get an MA option established a few years ago, and even got the
introductory seminar in comp/rhet theory to be required for prospective TAs.
The program is growing very satisfactorily, and now the lit faculty (some) are
noticing that new graduate students are arriving with the intention already
formulated to concentrate in the Composition, Rhetoric, and Language option,
and they don't like this trend.  One of them, poor baby, said _he_ felt
marginalized because people in composition use special terms and act like they
have a separate research, etc.  And another wailed, "but I didn't _join_ a
department of English Studies!"  That was when the department voted _not_ to
hire a director for composition.  We are currently undergoing the
however-many-years recurring self-study for outside review. On the
questionnaire circulated to gather department opinions on the u.g. and grad
programs, comments like "too much emphasis on composition!" appeared with some
frequency.  So I don't have much expectation of success with this u.g.
proposal, but figure I have to try. Any suggestions from people who have such
options?
 
Alice Roy
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 22 Jun 1996 09:01:16 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
>
>I'm planning to propose a new u.g. English option, nameless as yet, that
>balances writing/rhetoric, literature, language, and critical theory.  I do
>not anticipate much success with this, but feel it's necessary to try. Oddly,
>I did get an MA option established a few years ago, and even got the
>introductory seminar in comp/rhet theory to be required for prospective TAs.
>The program is growing very satisfactorily, and now the lit faculty (some) are
>noticing that new graduate students are arriving with the intention already
>formulated to concentrate in the Composition, Rhetoric, and Language option,
>and they don't like this trend.  One of them, poor baby, said _he_ felt
>marginalized because people in composition use special terms and act like they
>have a separate research, etc.  And another wailed, "but I didn't _join_ a
>department of English Studies!"  That was when the department voted _not_ to
>hire a director for composition.  We are currently undergoing the
>however-many-years recurring self-study for outside review. On the
>questionnaire circulated to gather department opinions on the u.g. and grad
>programs, comments like "too much emphasis on composition!" appeared with some
>frequency.  So I don't have much expectation of success with this u.g.
>proposal, but figure I have to try. Any suggestions from people who have such
>options?
>
>Alice Roy
 
Alice--you might try floating it as a "professional writing certificate"
program that serves not only undergraduates but anyone in the community who
wants to get a special emphasis in writing (and who may not be a
matriculating student, but wants the certificate for training purposes at
work).  We have started this option at our branch campus in Vancouver and
it looks to be a popular option for a number of folks.
 
Sue McLeod
 
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      WAC coordinators
 
    Can you tell me at your school, the status of your WAC coordinator?  Is
    s/he:
 
    tenure-line assistant prof.
    tenured assoc. or full prof.
    academic staff
    or some other (please specify).
 
    Ohio University is looking at its own WAC program and would greatly
    profit from what other schools find to be the best models.
 
    Thanks,
 
    Mara Holt
    English/Ellis 385
    Ohio University
    Athens, OH  45701
    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 22 Jun 1996 17:59:02 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: divorce
 
Oh, I feel so out of it:  what is "AWP" and "CEA".  I won't ask what's
hidden behind the "etc.".  For what it's worth, I will mention that
the strains between literature and language teaching and scholarship
also exists outside English, certainly in French and German and I'm
told in other languages.
 
Mieke
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 22 Jun 1996 15:24:49 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: divorce
X-To:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
In-Reply-To:  <39C30D2E23@arus.ubishops.ca>
 
Moreover, the strains you mention are strongly analogous to the tension
and split in law schools between those who teach students how to do legal
writing (and the analysis that necessarily goes with it) and those who
specialize in teaching "substantive" law.  I continue to wonder what it
is about writing that acts as a lightening rod for academic disdain.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward J.D.                   INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
On Sat, 22 Jun 1996, Mieke Koppen Tucker wrote:
 
> Oh, I feel so out of it:  what is "AWP" and "CEA".  I won't ask what's
> hidden behind the "etc.".  For what it's worth, I will mention that
> the strains between literature and language teaching and scholarship
> also exists outside English, certainly in French and German and I'm
> told in other languages.
>
> Mieke
>
>
>
> Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
> Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
> Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
> 819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
> home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 22 Jun 1996 18:37:29 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: divorce
X-To:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
 
> I continue to wonder what it
> is about writing that acts as a lightening rod for academic disdain.
>
> -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
> Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward J.D.
 
That is truly one of the key questions.  A former jolly chair of our
university English Department who is unusually sympathetic to our
writing programmes (but then she is also a rhetoric scholar)
suggested that people are afraid of writing.  According to her
analysis, to do writing means you are risking yourself.  You may be
told that you are not a good writer; and that is like being told you
are not a good lover.
 
Mieke
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 22 Jun 1996 17:03:00 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WAC coordinators
 
Mara--up until this year, four of us (all tenured assoc. or full profs in
English) have been running components of the program at Washington State.
We have just hired a campus-wide writing director (drum roll, please--Bill
Condon!) to coordinate the program.  One of the things that was clear to
all of us is that we had to bring in a senior person with administrative
experience and with enough publications to make him/her instantly tenured
in English.  Same was true when we hired Victor Villanueva as Director of
Composition--a junior person can't do the job and also do what it takes to
get tenure here, since we are a research institution.  When I see ads for
WAC directors at the assistant level, I cringe;  it's the rare junior
person who can head up such an effort.
 
Sue McLeod
 
>    Can you tell me at your school, the status of your WAC coordinator?  Is
>    s/he:
>
>    tenure-line assistant prof.
>    tenured assoc. or full prof.
>    academic staff
>    or some other (please specify).
>
>    Ohio University is looking at its own WAC program and would greatly
>    profit from what other schools find to be the best models.
>
>    Thanks,
>
>    Mara Holt
>    English/Ellis 385
>    Ohio University
>    Athens, OH  45701
>    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 09:27:52 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      The Sad Women in the Basement
 
Does anyone know where I can locate a citatiton for the referenced article?
 
Jane Helm
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 11:14:02 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: The Sad Women in the Basement
 
Jane, it's a chapter in Susan Miller's book *Textual Carnivals* (1991).
 
Becky Howard
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 08:17:28 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: divorce
X-To:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: divorce, From: Mieke Koppen Tucker
 
Because consumption is more highly valued than production.
 
Alice Roy
 
 
>> I continue to wonder what it
>> is about writing that acts as a lightening rod for academic disdain.
>>
>>
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
>-
>> Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward J.D.
>
>That is truly one of the key questions.  A former jolly chair of our
>university English Department who is unusually sympathetic to our
>writing programmes (but then she is also a rhetoric scholar)
>suggested that people are afraid of writing.  According to her
>analysis, to do writing means you are risking yourself.  You may be
>told that you are not a good writer; and that is like being told you
>are not a good lover.
>
>Mieke
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 10:37:40 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      *Les Mots des Femmes* (1996).
 
This work was mentioned to me a few weeks ago.  The author, whose name
I cannot (alas) remember is an established French scholar who has done
substantial andimportant work on festivals and the French Revolution.
*Les Mots des Femmes* is a bridge to USA.
 
JHelm
 
Also, has can anyone review Clement's new *La Putain du Diable?*  This
is a term of Rabelais'---la raison, c'est la putain du Diable--- and
Clement's novel is a roman a clef in the vein of *Les Mandarins* or
*Les Samourais.*
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 11:08:21 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.91a.960621121115.14084B-100000@hopper.unh.edu>
 
I saw your history late in the discussion, Bob.  I enjoyed the emotional
outburst (as well as the notes of reality) and even found a way to read
into it my own note of humor.  These are games we are playing.
Irv
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 12:35:44 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
Patricia LaCoste asks, "Why do I need literature?"  In my earlier post I think
I was trying to convey a certain non-logical wistfulness, I suppose, that
is probably a residue of my own split training.  I guess that that background,
in lit departments, leads me to two reasons:  one, the standard English Dept.
line that studying lit is a good thing (literate Nazis and the ability to read
the stuff on one's own notwithstanding) and a worthy endeavor--sometimes the
resentment we feel as comp people in lit departments makes us sound as if we'd
be better off without lit, and I don't think that's true;  and two, as a longtime
WPA, often the only comp/rhet person in a sea of literature faculty, I find
my knowledge of how literature works and how literature faculty think to be
a very real tool in doing my job effectively.  If doctoral students in rhet/compare planning to join large research faculties as one of several rhet/comp
specialists without administrative duties, then I suppose they don't need lit.
As these postings indicate, though, lots of those students will get jobs that
require negotiating on a daily basis with colleagues in lit.  I guess my
pragmatism leads me to think that approaching those colleagues using language
and concepts they can understand will get me farther than insisting that my
specialty is self-evidently worthy of their respect.  I know better.
 
Rich
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 12:57:11 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WAC coordinators
 
Ours, which we're still in the process of hiring, will be an administrative
staff person answering directly to the Associate Provost for Academic
Affairs, with faculty status and tenurability in the English Department.
In other words, this person would come in as an assistant or associate
professor and teach 1-3 courses yearly in the English Department and work
toward tenure (or, if credentials are strong enough, have it granted on
arrival), but would not be part of the department in terms of budget or
hierarchy.  The idea is to maintain WAC as a _university_ program while
giving the coordinator both academic rank and the security, sooner or
later, of tenure in an automatically political position.
 
Rich
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 15:14:13 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/23/96 09:34
 
A question that troubled us a little when we instituted our rhet/comp MA was
what undergraduate preparation we should expect from students pursuibg this
track. As a rule, we required a UG English major for admission to the MA
program, but this did not seem appropriate for people who wanted the follow
the R/C track. How have others of you handled this?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 15:25:17 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: WAC coordinators
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/23/96 09:55
 
When we hired our WAC director at ASU West, we advertised for a tenurable
senior person and, in fact, brought someone in as a tenured associate
professor (who was a tenured associate professor at his home institution when
we hired him). The WAC program is located in the Division of Collaborative
Programs, whose programs all have a "campus mission" and report to the vice
provost for academic programs. Our original intention was for the WAC director
to be tenured in the appropriate department, but, when we met with some
resistence there, we just tenured him in Collaborative Programs. Not bad
actually. But I'm with Sue McLeod on this. Directing a WAC program is not a
job for junior faculty. 1) they can do the job well and do what is necessary
to get tenure; 2) most junior faculty are not sufficiently wise in the ways of
fac ulty to do the job effectively. Our WAC director and our Research
Consulting Center director are both quite senior and quite experienced in
university culture. Both have good political sense.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Jun 1996 20:10:59 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96062315141471@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
We face a similar problem with applicants to our M.A. in Writing.  We
look for previous course work that is clearly writing-intensive, and we
require applicants to submit a 25-page portfolio of "representative
nonfiction prose" that shows the kinds of writing they did in their
previous degrees as well as any writing they have done since they have
graduated.  We find that the portfolio, accompanied by the applicant's
personal statement, tells us lots more than transcripts.
 
David Jolliffe
Director of Writing Programs
DePaul University
802 West Belden Avenue
Chicago, IL  60614
312-325-7000, ext. 1783
 
 
On Sun, 23 Jun 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> A question that troubled us a little when we instituted our rhet/comp MA was
> what undergraduate preparation we should expect from students pursuibg this
> track. As a rule, we required a UG English major for admission to the MA
> program, but this did not seem appropriate for people who wanted the follow
> the R/C track. How have others of you handled this?
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 07:44:46 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
David: Most of our grad applications come from (a) people with an interest
in writing of other kinds (mostly fiction, poetry, drama); and (b) people
in Rhet/comp. We seem mainly to get English majors, but in fact the
average student comes into our doctoral program quite a bit of time after
undergrad work. My sense--for what it's worth--is that grad school is
in many ways a starting-over.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 07:52:44 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: divorce
 
To handle a couple of items at once:
 
1. CEA  = College English Association (see journal, CEA Critic); AWP  =
Associated Writing Programs, which is made up mainly of creative writing
programs (based at George Mason Univ., interesting newsletter, joblist,
conference, etc.). The "etc." in my post was only to acknowledge that there
are surely more outfits I haven't heard of, either: i.e., you aren't "out
of it" so much as there is too MUCH of it!
 
2. Our WAC person has been, from the beginning, an associate prof of Economics.
This is (I'm beginning to see) an older model of WAC programs, one in which
we wanted both literally and symbolically to move English out of the center
of it. In some ways, this worked well: the director was both good at and dutifulabout visiting depts to spread the word, AND working out the administrative
sticks to go with whatever carrots were available to make sure we had enough
sections of such courses available. On the other hand, it fell mostly
to English--and specifically the Writing Center--to do most of the training
and support work. In its next incarnation, therefore, I would expect it to
fall to (what else?) Writing Studies.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 10:07:49 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WAC coordinators
 
Mara, our WAC program at Clemson is under the auspices of the Campbell
Chair -- that is, ARt Young, a full prof -- and the Pearce Center for
something or other (undergraaduate writing, I think), whose director is
Carl Lovitt, a tenured assoc prof. Both these entities are funded
generously by successful businessmen who believe that writing and speaking
well are important in the real world. If it had not been for Dixie Goswami
and then Art, we wouldn't have as successful a program as well do. WAC here
does not depend on English or on the Univ for its funding. The success on
this campus is due to continuity, $, and ARt's reputation with the
higher-ups.  BEth Daniell
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 07:27:49 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
X-To:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES%ASUACAD.BITNET@HAWK.CALSTATELA.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work, From: "David E. Schwalm"
 
I established, and direct, an MA in Composition, Rhetoric, and Language.
Because it is an option within the English MA, and not a separate MA itself,
the department (read: literature faculty) requires that students have an u.g.
English major or take a 36-unit qualifying u.g. program before admission. The
qualifying program has a few electives so I can get in a little linguistics
since that's housed in the English Dept, but can't send the students to
SpeechComm. for rhetoric.  I'm losing some terrific applicants from other u.g.
majors, because the 36 units --a year's worth of work, if they can do
full-time,otherwise even longer, which is usually the case as most are working
anyway--is pretty daunting.  So far I haven't made any inroads on this policy.
 
Alice Roy
 
 
 
>A question that troubled us a little when we instituted our rhet/comp MA was
>what undergraduate preparation we should expect from students pursuibg this
>track. As a rule, we required a UG English major for admission to the MA
>program, but this did not seem appropriate for people who wanted the follow
>the R/C track. How have others of you handled this?
>
>-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
>___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
>___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
>___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 09:37:45 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene Patterson Ward <iward@KSU.KSU.EDU>
Subject:      Rhet/Comp Graduate Work
 
RE: Rhetoric and Comp courses that feed graduate work.
 
We have four tracks in our M.A.: Creative Writing, Literature, Cultural
Studies, and Language, Lit. and Writing (LL&W)
 
We are rethinking the ways that our undergraduate classes feed into our
four tracks and are proposing a cousre something like "English Studies
other than Literature" as a undergrad requirement. This course will be
required by majors and will be offered once a year alternately by R&C
and cultural studies faculty. The creative writing ppl already
have an intro course because we offfer a u/g specialization as well.
 
We also feel that undergraduate English majors need a clear introduction
to the field and a major that doesn't offer course in rhetoric and
composition is not serving students or the profession as it is now.
 
This will be proposed to the Depart. in the fall. I think it will pass
because the cultural studies faculty clearly want such an introductory
course to aid in their recruitment and because the creative writing track
has one as well.
 
Irene Ward
Director of Expository Writing
Kansas State University
iward@ksu.ksu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 08:28:31 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96062315141471@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
When I review applications for graduate work in rhetoric and composition,
I think about the good work that has come from other disciplines for
several millenia.  Philosophy and theology come to mind first, but other
fields have enriched our work.  As David J. noted, the statement of
purpose tells a lot about what an applicant is bringing to the field and
what the applicant hopes to get from the field.
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 08:58:30 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
X-To:         "David E. Schwalm" <david.schwallm@asu.edu>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work, From: "David E. Schwalm"
 
I established, and direct, an MA in Composition, Rhetoric, and Language.
Because it is an option within the English MA, and not a separate MA itself,
the department (read: literature faculty) requires that students have an u.g.
English major or take a 36-unit qualifying u.g. program before admission. The
qualifying program has a few electives so I can get in a little linguistics
since that's housed in the English Dept, but can't send the students to
SpeechComm. for rhetoric.  I'm losing some terrific applicants from other u.g.
 
majors, because the 36 units --a year's worth of work, if they can do
full-time,otherwise even longer, which is usually the case as most are working
 
anyway--is pretty daunting.  So far I haven't made any inroads on this policy.
 
 
Alice Roy
 
 
 
>A question that troubled us a little when we instituted our rhet/comp MA was
>what undergraduate preparation we should expect from students pursuibg this
>track. As a rule, we required a UG English major for admission to the MA
>program, but this did not seem appropriate for people who wanted the follow
>the R/C track. How have others of you handled this?
>
>-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
>___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
>___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
>___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 08:59:25 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
X-To:         "David E. Schwalm" <david.schwalm@asu.edu>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work, From: "David E. Schwalm"
 
I established, and direct, an MA in Composition, Rhetoric, and Language.
Because it is an option within the English MA, and not a separate MA itself,
the department (read: literature faculty) requires that students have an u.g.
English major or take a 36-unit qualifying u.g. program before admission. The
qualifying program has a few electives so I can get in a little linguistics
since that's housed in the English Dept, but can't send the students to
SpeechComm. for rhetoric.  I'm losing some terrific applicants from other u.g.
 
 
majors, because the 36 units --a year's worth of work, if they can do
full-time,otherwise even longer, which is usually the case as most are working
 
 
anyway--is pretty daunting.  So far I haven't made any inroads on this policy.
 
 
 
Alice Roy
 
 
 
>A question that troubled us a little when we instituted our rhet/comp MA was
>what undergraduate preparation we should expect from students pursuibg this
>track. As a rule, we required a UG English major for admission to the MA
>program, but this did not seem appropriate for people who wanted the follow
>the R/C track. How have others of you handled this?
>
>-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
>___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
>___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
>___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 10:03:29 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         RONRON@CC.USU.EDU
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
David -- WE have two writing tracks at Utah STate: a comp/rhet masters and
a tech writing masters.  Comp/rhet people generally come from the UG lit
or writing programs.  We prefer, though, that our tech writing people have
a BS or BA from a field outside English.  We can teach them to write, but
we feel they need something to write about. Ron Shook
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 09:14:16 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
X-To:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
 
In-Reply-To: Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work, From: Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
 
I agree, Duane.  I have another post on this issue which has had some
delivery problems, so maybe this is preceding it on the list.  To recap, I'm
required by the dept. to require of applicants for the MA inComposition,
Rhetoric, and Language if they do not have an English major BA to take 36
units work, almost entirely in lit.  There are good people applying out of
SpeechComm, Anthro, Soc--lots of disciplines that I think give perfectly good
preparation for the sort of MA my/our program offers.  And I would like to be
able to send those students doing the qualifying program, so long as they
must, to courses in those fields, but can't.  Has to be literature, if
they're going to have an MA in "English."  go figure.  My program is a
balance of comp/rhet, language and literature (well, overbalanced with
literature, if the truth be told:  the price of getting the program
established at all), so I can see the need for _some_ u.g. foundation--but
not that much.
 
 Alice Roy
 
 
>When I review applications for graduate work in rhetoric and composition,
>I think about the good work that has come from other disciplines for
>several millenia.  Philosophy and theology come to mind first, but other
>fields have enriched our work.  As David J. noted, the statement of
>purpose tells a lot about what an applicant is bringing to the field and
>what the applicant hopes to get from the field.
>
>Duane Roen, Director of Composition
>Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
>Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
>Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 10:56:27 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
X-To:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@calstatela.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <199606241617.JAA02562@pluto.calstatela.edu>
 
Alice,
Now that you have the program established I hope that you'll be able to
work for change.  It may take a few years--like a fine wine.
Best,
Duane
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 14:20:14 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: divorce
X-To:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
 
Thank you Steve for the explanations and your kind words.  Mieke
 
 
> 1. CEA  = College English Association (see journal, CEA Critic); AWP  =
> Associated Writing Programs, which is made up mainly of creative writing
> programs (based at George Mason Univ., interesting newsletter, joblist,
> conference, etc.). The "etc." in my post was only to acknowledge that there
> are surely more outfits I haven't heard of, either: i.e., you aren't "out
> of it" so much as there is too MUCH of it!
 
> Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 14:25:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
A few days and rounds of replies back in this thread, Ron Shook pointed
out that there are more writers than I might seem to have been suggesting--
but that they were writing brochures, impact statements, etc. For the record,
I would agree--sort of. That is, I certainly would include in the large
category of "writer" I have in mind the people who really do the writing on
those and all sorts of other projects. Like Ron, I know people who do such
work--and indeed, some have gone through our grad program.
 
Still, I have come more and more to think that even counting those people,
the numbrer
 
 
 (or number, if you hit the right keys!) is fairly small. In
every situation I see--English depts, state ageni
cies, outfits like GE or
IBM,, and so on--there are a few people who do the genuinely extended composing,
revising, etc.: i.e., people who are really adept with this technology called
writing, who spend extended time with it, and so on. There are some others
who might be good at one or another kind of project, where the writing is
mostly boilerplate; and there are lots of people who hate it, but do it; and
there are most people, who hate it and don't do it.
 
One byproduct of our otherwise admirable drive to extend literacy to as
many people as possible--both reading and writing--has been, I think, to
lose sight of (what I will call, perhaps at some risk) sophistication or
disciplined facility with writing. Yes, of course, the conventions of writing
are just that--conventional--and they are certainly entangled in the
unequal distribution of power and material goods (although just how remains
much less clear than some authors may have suggested). But this is true of
all human/cultural endeavors. In short, it seems to me both possible and
deisrable to both identify "good" writers without opting for romanticism,
on the one hand, or oppressive decadence, on the other. And not every person
who can form letters or words or sentences or whatever longer forms of text
you might suggest will qualify. (Which doesn't mean that they can never
thus qualify: both readers and writers can and do adjust to one another.)
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 15:55:43 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      National trends
 
Among the several programs mentioned in our thread on "divorce" as having
instituted  a new writing-based structure was (I recall) San Diego State--
correct? Is there a contact person there, or someone from that program on this
list?
 
I met with the Dean of our college (who is C.H. Knoblauch, of Rhetorical
Traditions fame and such like), and he's heading to San Diego in the near
future. As one of the many players in these negotiations, he thought it might
be useful to talk with someone who might have gone through this recently.
 
Thanks.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 15:45:47 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Fred Kemp <ykfok@TTACS.TTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: divorce
 
Maureen asks,
 
>I continue to wonder what it
>is about writing that acts as a lightening rod for academic disdain.
 
The attitude I've encounted repeatedly in English departments is that the
right sort of person doesn't need formal writing instruction and the wrong
sort won't benefit from it.  (Disappearing intonation; subject closed.)
 
To support a sophisticated writing pedagogy, therefore, is to challenge the
ontologically privileged nature of the (in Connors' words) "priesthood or
warrior class."  It's a form of deep-seated heresy, more wounding to
certain sensibilities than many of us realize.
 
Fred Kemp
Texas Tech
f.kemp@ttu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 14:24:33 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
X-To:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
 
In-Reply-To: Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work, From: Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
 
Thanks for the good thought.  We have hired Betty Bamberg from USC--she and I
will be working to develop this MA further, and, I hope, wean it a bit from
the lit-dependence.  I share the view of some who've posted--I like a
balance, or combination--isolation is not attractive, but neither is
subservience.
 
Alice Roy
 
 
>Alice,
>Now that you have the program established I hope that you'll be able to
>work for change.  It may take a few years--like a fine wine.
>Best,
>Duane
>
>Duane Roen, Director of Composition
>Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
>Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
>Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 18:11:22 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Steve,
 
The San Diego State Story has been brought to you in the WPA journal,
specifically:
 
Little, Sherry Burgus, and Shirley K. Rose.  "A Home of Our Own:
Establishing  a Department of Rhetoric and Writing Studies at San Diego
State University."  WPA:  Writing Program Administration 18.1/2
(fall/winter 1994): 16-28.
 
Rose is now at Purdue, but Little is still at San Diego, I'm pretty sure.
 
Doug
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 18:11:25 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
Jix,
 
Thanks so much for telling at length about the School of Letters at Iowa; I
wonder if John Gerber or anyone (you?) ever discussed it in paper print.
I mused about what such an entity, could it possibly and desirably exist
today, might be called:  The School of Signs?  The School of Discourses?
The School of Signifiers?
 
Doug
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jun 1996 15:34:49 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Steve--talk to Shirley Rose, now at Purdue, who initiated the split, and to
Ann Johns (still at San Diego) who is still part of the department but who
didn't come to it from English (her field is linguistics).  The new
department of Rhetoric and Writing Studies (hope I have the name right) was
formed by putting the Comp. folks from the English Department together with
Academic Skills. I gather that this new marriage is not altogether
harmonious, however.
 
Sue McLeod
 
>Among the several programs mentioned in our thread on "divorce" as having
>instituted  a new writing-based structure was (I recall) San Diego State--
>correct? Is there a contact person there, or someone from that program on this
>list?
>
>I met with the Dean of our college (who is C.H. Knoblauch, of Rhetorical
>Traditions fame and such like), and he's heading to San Diego in the near
>future. As one of the many players in these negotiations, he thought it might
>be useful to talk with someone who might have gone through this recently.
>
>Thanks.
>
>Steve North
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 07:25:47 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Wayne Butler <wbutler@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Steve,
 
If my memory serves me correctly, Linda Brodkey heads up one of the writing
programs at San Diego.
 
Wayne Butler
 
 
 
>Among the several programs mentioned in our thread on "divorce" as having
>instituted  a new writing-based structure was (I recall) San Diego State--
>correct? Is there a contact person there, or someone from that program on this
>list?
>
>I met with the Dean of our college (who is C.H. Knoblauch, of Rhetorical
>Traditions fame and such like), and he's heading to San Diego in the near
>future. As one of the many players in these negotiations, he thought it might
>be useful to talk with someone who might have gone through this recently.
>
>Thanks.
>
>Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 09:02:46 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         George Otte <GOTBB@CUNYVM.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  Message of Sat, 22 Jun 1996 06:34:14 -0500 from <plc@CSD.UWM.EDU>
 
I didn't see Patricia's response until yesterday--and then didn't have
a chance to reply--but I'd like to take a belated shot now.  My point
(if I had one) was less about Jane and Greg (or about the coalitions
between lit and comp people that form when we're talking computers or
pedagogy) than about a salutary (I think) fuzziness about what our
enterprises are on both sides of the supposed divide.  Alice was
certainly right, in one of her posts, to invoke Scholes' production/
consumption dichotomy, but I think we all know--institutionalized as
it is--that it's getting less tenable all the time.  And it's not just
the dichotomies that are breaking down.  What, these days, has a
fuzzier sense of disciplinarity, of commonality of subject and method,
than English/literature (except maybe composition, and we know that's
not just a problem of Steve's _Making_).  The mini-crisis of what even
to call English departments these days is but a small, sometimes silly
reflection of this.
 
What's left or emerging in the midst of all the breaking down and
declarification and renaming does, I think, suggest that lit and comp
have more real and potential connections (of real or potential
significance) than mere matters of politics and proximity.  God help
the person who tries to say exactly what they are, but I can say that,
spending a lot of time working with grad students planning or in the
midst of job searches, I see a not-so-gradual shift away from
traditional compartmentalized specializations to things more lit-and-
comp than lit-or-comp.  And this is not just the egregious killing of
two (or more) birds with one stone; it would be fascinating, for
instance, to do a history of the valence of a term like "generalist"
over the last 10 or 15 years of MLA JILs.  What happens to a
profession (a department, a discipline) as more and more of its
practitioners think about both lit and comp rather than one or the
other when they think about their teaching and often their research?
It will be interesting to see.
 
I couldn't respond yesterday because I was preparing and then
presenting a report on assessment to the CUNY board of trustees, the
burden of which was that the burden of assessment couldn't be
localized in so-called "skills" areas but had to be shared across the
curriculum, that we had to break with the foundationalist myth that
frontloading a few writing courses would take care of things.  That's
a hard sell in that context, and it helped (not just now but in the
two years it took to develop this faculty report) that I'm a--what?
recovering Joycean? interdisciplinarian? something other than what
people in my generation were sometimes wont to call a "straight comp"
person?--so politics is a big part of this, and I wouldn't want to try
to play that down (or, impossibly, separate it out).  And I would say,
as I did before, that if you don't want to "do" literature, Patricia,
you shouldn't have to.  That's what Ira Shor and Sondra Perl and I are
arguing for at the CUNY Grad Center. But we also very interested in
making the way smooth for people who want to do both lit and comp--and
very aware that they may have good reasons (not just job-search-focused
reasons) for wanting to do both.
 
George Otte, "English"
Baruch College and the Graduate Center, CUNY
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 06:29:53 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Linda is at the University of California, San Diego.  The writing program
which split from English is at San Diego State.
 
Sue McLeod
 
>Steve,
>
>If my memory serves me correctly, Linda Brodkey heads up one of the writing
>programs at San Diego.
>
>Wayne Butler
>
>
>
>>Among the several programs mentioned in our thread on "divorce" as having
>>instituted  a new writing-based structure was (I recall) San Diego State--
>>correct? Is there a contact person there, or someone from that program on this
>>list?
>>
>>I met with the Dean of our college (who is C.H. Knoblauch, of Rhetorical
>>Traditions fame and such like), and he's heading to San Diego in the near
>>future. As one of the many players in these negotiations, he thought it might
>>be useful to talk with someone who might have gone through this recently.
>>
>>Thanks.
>>
>>Steve North
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 09:55:44 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irwin Weiser <iweiser@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d1cadf4d5aafd51@[134.121.56.24]> from "Susan McLeod" at
              Jun 24, 96 03:34:49 pm
 
You can reach Shirley Rose, who we were most happy to lure away from
San Diego (we lied to her about the beaches here), at
SKRose@sage.cc.purdue.edu.
 
Irwin Weiser
--
 
iweiser@omni.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 08:18:01 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/25/96 06:08
 
George's post raises another interesting issue that is likely to as divisive
in English Departments as anything can be. If the future demands a new kind of
"English" scholar, who is going to prepare such people? Contests over graduate
students, over graduate curriculum, over grad assistants and the nature of TA
employment are often the ugliest of contests since--given the screwy values of
Phd granting departments--they are contests over the most valued perks and
most obvious signs of academic status. It seems likely that the nature of
graduate education--and not just in English departments--has to change pretty
dramatically over the next 10-15 years if our grad students are going to be
prepared for the academic jobs that are really going to be there. Yet efforts
at modest reform--say, a little more emphasis on the study of teaching and
learning in the discipline--is consistently resisted as an attack on the
research empire. How do we chnage the nature of graduate education? Most of
what we seem to be doing is essentailly rearranging the deck chairs on the
Titanic.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 10:34:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  <01I6AFXJ5LJM8WXKPM@cnsvax.albany.edu>
 
With all due respect, Steve, I shrivel a bit at the distinction that you
seem to be making between "writers" and people who write.  With Ron, I see
a lot of very good writing in corporations--much of it no more boilerplate
than our formula for an empirical research report (IMRDS).
 
At any rate, I am happy to be teaching students how to use writing in
their lives for both their professional and personal advantage than to be
teaching "writers."  This issue is absolutely overflowing with
ideology--which makes me want to sign of quick so that I can get back to
work.
 
Irv
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 10:39:28 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A32.3.91.960618114554.23780A-100000@aruba.ccit.arizona.edu>
              from "Julia K Ferganchick-neufang" at Jun 18, 96 11:53:44 am
 
Julia, I know that Gary Olson at USF teaches a grad course in writing
program administration; I went out last summer and talked with his
students when they were reading my 1989 book on writing programs.  While
most of us agree that new asst profs should avoid being a WPA if at all
possible, so many of the good jobs require administration we may as well
accept it as something grad students need to study.  BTW, I was VERY
impressed at that USF program, its quality of curriculum and students.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 11:49:43 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WAC coordinators
 
Mara --
 
At the University of Illinois, we have two people working with WAC, one a
full professor and the other an assistant professor in a tenure line.  As
director of the Center for Writing Studies, I direct the WAC program and
Paul Prior works with the teaching assistants in the program.  I have a 1/1
teaching load and Paul has a 2/1. We hold our tenure-lines in the
Department of English although the Center has a separate budget and as its
director I report to the Dean. Hope this helps!
 
Gail
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 10:55:34 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Beth E. Kolko" <BKOLKO@UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Wayne is close. Linda Brodkey is at U C San Diego, though.
 
 
bek
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 11:12:34 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  <01I636I6UX428Y6M38@nova.wright.edu> from "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH
              DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435" at Jun 19, 96 09:39:51 am
 
I spring to the defense of the metaphor I introduced here.  Those who
think that marriage/divorce is a binary just haven't been there (yet).
Particularly when children are involved, it's a continuum, alas.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 13:02:26 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience
X-To:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience, From: Edward White <ewhit
 
Could we get Gary to post his syllabus?
 
Alice Roy
 
 
 >Julia, I know that Gary
Olson at USF teaches a grad course in writing
>program administration; I went out last summer and talked with his
>students when they were reading my 1989 book on writing programs.  While
>most of us agree that new asst profs should avoid being a WPA if at all
>possible, so many of the good jobs require administration we may as well
>accept it as something grad students need to study.  BTW, I was VERY
>impressed at that USF program, its quality of curriculum and students.
>                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 13:29:35 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Julia K Ferganchick-neufang <julia@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience
In-Reply-To:  <199606252006.NAA05343@jupiter.calstatela.edu>
 
I want to second Alice's request for a copy of Gary Olsen's syllabus.
 
Julia Ferganchick-Neufang
University of Arizona
520/621-3553
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 16:32:46 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Thanks to all for info on the San Diego State, er, move. Divorce. Whatever.
 
As for Irv's shuddering (or what it shriveling? I forget) response to my
comment about "writer," I understand the concern--really! And I'll keep working
at it. Still, I really do think there is a distinction of some sort to be made,
or a continuum to be articulated, allowing us some handle on the disciplined
uses of this technology we call writing. Does an analogy to speaking help? That
is, most people can indeed speak, but not very many can or want to speak in
most contexts that require disicplined (as in rhetorical or poetic discipline)
performance. (A recent survey, a friend reports, says that more people fear
public speaking than they do dying!!)
 
Authenticity just ain't enough.
 
steve north
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 14:24:24 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
In-Reply-To:  <199606251812.LAA19810@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
Ah, Ed - another astute comment.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward                        INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
On Tue, 25 Jun 1996, Edward White wrote:
 
> I spring to the defense of the metaphor I introduced here.  Those who
> think that marriage/divorce is a binary just haven't been there (yet).
> Particularly when children are involved, it's a continuum, alas.  --Ed White
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 17:49:15 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Lauren L. Sewell" <llsewe01@HOMER.LOUISVILLE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad. Student WPA Experience
In-Reply-To:  <199606251739.KAA17843@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
On Tue, 25 Jun 1996, Edward White wrote:
 
> Julia, I know that Gary Olson at USF teaches a grad course in writing
> program administration; I went out last summer and talked with his
> students when they were reading my 1989 book on writing programs.  While
> most of us agree that new asst profs should avoid being a WPA if at all
> possible, so many of the good jobs require administration we may as well
> accept it as something grad students need to study.  BTW, I was VERY
> impressed at that USF program, its quality of curriculum and students.
>                                         --Ed White
 
Gary Olson, are you out there?  And if so, would it be possible to get a
copy of your syllabus or course description for this seminar?
                                        --Lauren Sewell
 
**********************************************************************
Lauren Sewell
Department of English
University of Louisville
Louisville, Kentucky 40292
502-852-6801
llsewe01@homer.louisville.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 18:19:37 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         JDSOMMERS@MIAVX3.MID.MUOHIO.EDU
Subject:      wpa summer conference
 
There is still space for you(!) at the workshop and/or the conference.
 
The brochure suggests a June 21 deadline but that's mostly intended to
nudge folks into registering.  There is no cap on attendance at the conference;
we have plenty of room.  C'mon down!  (and tell your friends......)
 
Jeff Sommers
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 17:29:56 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
>George's post raises another interesting issue that is likely to as divisive
>in English Departments as anything can be. If the future demands a new kind of
>"English" scholar, who is going to prepare such people?
 
If I may be shamelessly self-promoting, Illinois State University is, for
one of I'm sure many. Since 1981, we've placed 95% of our 50-60 doctoral
graduates in tenure-line positions; I know because we just completed a
detailed report for the State Board of Higher Education.  This year, for
example, we have placed six of eight grads in tenure line positions
(Southeast Missouri State, University of Findlay,  Missouri Western, a
college in New Mexico whose name I can't recall, a two-year college in Coos
Bay, Oregon, whose name I can't recall, and a student who is currently
weighing two offers.)  The remaining two have had more than one campus
interview each and are currently waiting for decisions.  Among the six who
already have jobs are two poets/literature specialists, one critical theory
specialist, one children's literature specialist, and two composition
specialists.  They aren't all in rhet/comp, in other words.
 
Why this placement rate?
 
I think the departments who hire our students are looking for people
interested in teaching and who have some notion of a college English
department as something other than a place to replicate graduate
school-based researchers.
Through all this time our department has prided itself on following an
English Studies model that emphasizes college teaching and scholarship in
relation to teaching.  I know this sounds strange, but we simply have not
had the fights here between literature and composition that others
describe.  For whatever bizarre reason (actually, I know the reasons) we
don't fight the turf battles over what is "central" to English and what is
"superfluous" or what is "important" and what is "fluff."  In the spirit of
an English studies model, students--all students--take a broad background
in rhetoric, literature, critical theory, and linguistics, doctoral
seminars in each.  In addition to regular teaching, they do a teaching
internship in which they implement some pedagogical practice and conduct
some research/formal reflection on its effects.  Their dissertations must
contain research related to pedagogy.  They consider themselves future
teachers whose professional lives will involve a mixture of teaching AND
research, in an environment in which the English department is not some
isolated enclave but part of a larger educational enterprise.
 
How we've turned out this way is a combination of several generous and
powerful members of the faculty who preceded me, vision, and pure luck.
 
I apologize, again, for the shameless aggrandizing tone of this.  I just
want to point out that plenty of creative doctoral programs already exist
and are doing the kinds of things David imagines.  I'm sure Illinois State
is not alone.
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 17:48:24 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Martha A. Townsend" <writmat@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: end-of-year-report
 
Mara,
 
Among various kinds of assessments we conduct throughout the year, our WAC
program compiles an annual end-of-year report that goes to the Campus
Writing Board, the dean of A & S, and the Provost (our reporting lines) and
anyone else who asks.  This year it's six pages; we list month-by-month
"Board Issues/Actions" and "Program Activities/Highlights" in two columns,
with items in bullets.
 
We've never been asked to do this, but I believe it preempts a lot of
questions and has helped keep the pre/post-lets-assess-writing-improvement
wolves from our door.
 
Marty Townsend
 
Martha A. Townsend, Ph.D.                573-882-4881 (M-F, 8-5)
Director, Campus Writing Program         573-884=5438 (fax)
Assistant Professor, English             writmat@showme.missouri.edu
325 GCB                                  http://www.missouri.edu/~writcwp
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO  65211
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Jun 1996 23:00:19 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
In-Reply-To:  <01I64XP3B96Y8XJLIX@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu> from "Mili Clark" at
              Jun 20, 96 03:40:33 pm
 
Mili, we've been around a few times on this subject and I hope someone
has an archive on it to send you.  In brief, the SAT and ACT are NOT
designed or intended to measure writing at all; they correlate with
general student success in the first year, meaning that they show up for
the second year.  There is an accidental correlation with writing ability
at the very high (above 80%) and very low levels, as there would be with
a math test or an income-level test.  It is unprofessional and ethically
wrong to use a test designed for one purpose for a different one,
particularly when correlations are so weak.  But lots of places do that
anyway, since, I suppose, any old test is good enough for any old purpose
for some people.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 07:12:25 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Wayne Butler <wbutler@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Ooops, thanks for the clarification.
 
Wayne Butler
 
>Linda is at the University of California, San Diego.  The writing program
>which split from English is at San Diego State.
>
>Sue McLeod
>
>>Steve,
>>
>>If my memory serves me correctly, Linda Brodkey heads up one of the writing
>>programs at San Diego.
>>
>>Wayne Butler
 
***************************************************************************
Wayne Butler, Ph.D.                       Office Phone:  (313) 936-3143
Associate Director for Instruction        E-Mail:  wbutler@umich.edu
The English Composition Board             URL:  http://www.umich.edu/~wbutler
The University of Michigan
1135 Angell Hall
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
***************************************************************************
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 07:53:56 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         George Otte <GOTBB@CUNYVM.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  Message of Tue, 25 Jun 1996 08:18:01 MST from <IACDES@ASUACAD>
 
On Tue, 25 Jun 1996 08:18:01 MST David E. Schwalm said (in part):
>George's post raises another interesting issue that is likely to as divisive
>in English Departments as anything can be. If the future demands a new kind of
>"English" scholar, who is going to prepare such people? Contests over graduate
>students, over graduate curriculum, over grad assistants and the nature of TA
>employment are often the ugliest of contests since--given the screwy values of
>Phd granting departments--they are contests over the most valued perks and
>most obvious signs of academic status. It seems likely that the nature of
>graduate education--and not just in English departments--has to change pretty
>dramatically over the next 10-15 years if our grad students are going to be
>prepared for the academic jobs that are really going to be there. . . .
 
In response to my original query (with this subject heading), Gail Stygall
generously sent me the analyses she has made of MLA JIL listings over the
past 3 years.  What Gail shows--what is missing from the MLA digests you
may have seen in _Profession 94_, the Newsletter, etc--is not simply that
comp/rhet/lang is the single most asked-after specialization: if you roll
in the listings that ask for comp/rhet as a 2nd specialization or specify
it as a teaching area, you have a majority of all the jobs out there any
year here lately.  I realize that's hardly counterintuitive, but Gail shows
that there's hard data for it.  And that seems to me an extremely powerful
argument for accommodating rhet/comp in grad programs. Of course, as David
and others have suggested, there is the real challenge of getting people
to heed it. --George
 
George Otte, Director of Writing Programs
Baruch College, CUNY
Doctoral Faculty in English
Graduate School and University Center, CUNY
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 09:56:24 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
I recently read a chapter on cultural studies in an MA student's thesis
that made me realize how deeply what I take for granted about literacy and
writing and pedagogy and literature challenges the beliefs and values of my
older lit colleagues. I had always thought the word "canon" was sort of a
joke, you know sort of self-mocking, but apparently for many people it is
not a joke -- it really is regarded as sacred texts. I found this most
disturbing. But it certainly explained some of the animosity that exists in
my dept. Beth Daniell
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 08:15:29 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "C. BURNHAM" <cburnham@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WAC coordinators
In-Reply-To:  <A3379ZWIZDH959*/R=OUVAXA/R=A1/U=HOLT/@MHS>
 
Mara,
At New Mexico State, WAC is one of my responsibilities.  I also direct
the writing program that includes everything from first-year comp through
300-level advanced comp and tech writing.  I am a tenured professor of
English with a 12-month contract for administrative work.  I get a lot of
help from one or two GAs each year as well as the Writing Center Director
who is now a College faculty member (untenurable but stable with
benefits.)
 
Is this what you wanted?
 
Cheers,
 
Chris Burnham
 
On Sat, 22 Jun 1996, Mara Holt 614-593-2836 wrote:
 
>     Can you tell me at your school, the status of your WAC coordinator?  Is
>     s/he:
>
>     tenure-line assistant prof.
>     tenured assoc. or full prof.
>     academic staff
>     or some other (please specify).
>
>     Ohio University is looking at its own WAC program and would greatly
>     profit from what other schools find to be the best models.
>
>     Thanks,
>
>     Mara Holt
>     English/Ellis 385
>     Ohio University
>     Athens, OH  45701
>     holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 09:20:56 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
 
Doug Hesse writes:
>In the spirit of
>an English studies model, students--all students--take a broad background
>in rhetoric, literature, critical theory, and linguistics, doctoral
>seminars in each.  In addition to regular teaching, they do a teaching
>internship in which they implement some pedagogical practice and conduct
>some research/formal reflection on its effects.  Their dissertations must
>contain research related to pedagogy.  They consider themselves future
>teachers whose professional lives will involve a mixture of teaching AND
>research, in an environment in which the English department is not some
>isolated enclave but part of a larger educational enterprise.
>
>How we've turned out this way is a combination of several generous and
>powerful members of the faculty who preceded me, vision, and pure luck.
>
>I apologize, again, for the shameless aggrandizing tone of this.  I just
>want to point out that plenty of creative doctoral programs already exist
>and are doing the kinds of things David imagines.  I'm sure Illinois State
>is not alone.
 
Sounds deserving of aggrandization.  As Ruth Mirtz reminded me, it's not
really good enough for a program to leave space for this sort of approach for
those who know how to work the bureaucracy.  The focus on broad language
studies for purposes of continuing an educational project also gets rid of a
number of concerns that have been bothering me all through this discussion.
For instance, when rhet/comp gets professionalized but continues the same old
economic marginalizing of composition teaching, or when rhet/comp research
tends to center on airy concerns of exotic theories, or when a hierarchy based
on the privileging of ideology generates blind spots as glaring as those
generated by a privileging of aesthetics, I start to wonder just what is
divorcing what (and for an incredible *tour de force* family relations metaphor,
we all need to get a print copy of Win Horner's plenary address at RSA this
year; it works beautifully in its fully complicated form).  Schools like
Missouri Western, down the road from here, need people ready for serious
work in applied language study an the very broad sense (and they are very
pleased with the help their new hire from this program will be able to provide).
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468                    816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu             http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
". . . Every measure, every gauge is just a borderline." - Joni
Mitchell, "Borderline"
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 09:28:55 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene Patterson Ward <iward@KSU.KSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
In-Reply-To:  <199606260600.XAA08396@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
I am being asked to use ACT scores to exempted the high end of our
incoming first-year students from the first-year composition course. I
and my predecessor have resisted this move.
 
In order to help me continue resisting, if there is an archive out there
could somebody let me know about it. Most importantly, I would need to know
what that high-end act score is that Ed talks about below.
 
As always Ed, I appreciate your comments. Thanks.
 
Irene Ward
Director of Expository Writing
Kansas State University
iward@ksu.ksu.edu
 
On Tue, 25 Jun 1996, Edward White wrote:
 
> Mili, we've been around a few times on this subject and I hope someone
> has an archive on it to send you.  In brief, the SAT and ACT are NOT
> designed or intended to measure writing at all; they correlate with
> general student success in the first year, meaning that they show up for
> the second year.  There is an accidental correlation with writing ability
> at the very high (above 80%) and very low levels, as there would be with
> a math test or an income-level test.  It is unprofessional and ethically
> wrong to use a test designed for one purpose for a different one,
> particularly when correlations are so weak.  But lots of places do that
> anyway, since, I suppose, any old test is good enough for any old purpose
> for some people.  --Ed White
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 10:33:17 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         D'Ann George <dgeorge@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WPA Conference
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96061908131798@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
Jeff and Other attending the WPA conference,
 
I'm also looking for a way from Cincinatti to Oxford on July 29th.  Any
one have ideas?
 
 
D'Ann George
Soon-to-be Writing Program Director
Essex Community College
7201 Rossville Boulevard
Baltimore County, Maryland 21237-3899
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 10:03:51 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
 
>Mili, we've been around a few times on this subject and I hope someone
>has an archive on it to send you.  In brief, the SAT and ACT are NOT
>designed or intended to measure writing at all; they correlate with
>general student success in the first year, meaning that they show up for
>the second year.  There is an accidental correlation with writing ability
>at the very high (above 80%) and very low levels, as there would be with
>a math test or an income-level test.  It is unprofessional and ethically
>wrong to use a test designed for one purpose for a different one,
>particularly when correlations are so weak.  But lots of places do that
>anyway, since, I suppose, any old test is good enough for any old purpose
>for some people.  --Ed White
 
Our local studies of three years' worth of students showed that at all levels
the ACT did a better job than our placement essay at predicting student grades
in writing courses, particularly in whatever course they entered immediately
upon placement.  I still continue looking into whether it is the nature of our
courses or some other factor that is the culprit; but since our test was
administered fairly well by the assessment coordinator, it does not seem to me
any more ethical or responsible to use a timed placement of the sort we used.
Right now we're allowing people to challenge placement in "developmental" comp,
and many students eligible for "honors composition" find the normal sequence
more attractive (for a variety of reasons, including a pretty fair ability
at self-assessment).  We're hoping to find a better way that we can afford and
that does not increase the assessment coordinator's already unfair
burden.  But I do not find the balance among the full host of ethical concerns
here to be as clear as this, even after reading some pretty good arguments
against the move we made.  Part of this is strictly the local politics of
composition as a whole (giving up where we seem weak to gain elsewhere); but
part is, I think, a more substantive issue.
 
I suspect that part of what is going on here is that writing is not just
"writing," and that some critical underlying cognitive and social advantages
show up even more clearly in standardized tests than in placement essays.
There are lots of ugly issues here, but we won't fix them by using a writing
placement over an ACT score (which our students must have anyway, so that
there is no sense of taking a bubble-sheet test strictly to test writing
ability).  Meanwhile, it gives us breathing space to come up with a better
plan.
 
I feel badly enough about this to welcome practical alternatives --
but not badly enough to admit to flagrant immorality.
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468                    816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu             http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
"Logical goodness and badness . . . amounts, in the last analysis, to
nothing but a particular application of the more general distinction of
Moral Goodness and Badness, or Righteouness and Wickedness" (5.108).
                                        - Charles Sanders Peirce
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 08:37:54 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      graduate education
 
Illinois State may not be alone, but unfortunately it is not in a crowd
either. ASU would be a natural to develop programs in many disciplines like
the one that ISU has developed in English. But instead, we're hell-bent on
becomingmore research one-ish than other research one schools, just to be sure
we've got a safe purchase on the category (keeps the sponsored projects $
flowing). What this means is that we are at the low end of the kahuna class,
and we'll see hundred foot surf before we will break into the "top ten" in any
discipline. We can't play that game.
Harvard-Yale-Stanford-Chicgo-Michigan-Princeton-MIT-Kahuna have too big of a
head start and too much momentum. We ought to name our own game, as ISU has.
But we don't. The current dodge is to acknowledge that we can't compete across
the board but to identify "centers of excellence" which then suck off
resources from everyone else in a fruitless pursuit of top tendom--as defined
by the kahuna class. We wind up with "centers of so-so-ness" and everyone else
drained of blood. Its nuts.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 08:41:14 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gregory R. Glau" <gglau@ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  <9606252229.AA38734@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu>
 
Amen to Doug's message.  The program I came out of at the University of
Arizona (at that time, faculty included Theresa Enos, Tom Miller, Duane
Roen, Vicky Stein, Tilly and John Warnock, and Tom Willard) had a 100%
placement rate for rhetoric/comp people (they still do, for that matter).
 
We had a wide range of teaching opportunities, could do interdisciplinary
dissertations, had administrative-type positions available, and had a
wide range of available classes.  As Doug indicated, this kind of
background really prepares students for the work they'll be doing.
 
===================================================
Greg Glau
Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition
Arizona State University - Department of English
Tempe, AZ 85287-0302
(602) 965-3898
===================================================
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 11:47:33 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Journal
 
Just received WPA (it only took 22 days...maybe when Quebec becomes
independent the mail will be faster?).   Anyway, am looking forward
to a good read.
 
Mieke
 
 
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 11:45:43 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Don Bushman <BUSHMAND@UNCWIL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
 
I am wondering if Ed White or any others know of any related stats
or information on the use of the Test of Standard Written English (TSWE)
for placement purposes.  Like the ACT/SAT, it's certainly no test of
*writing.*  Who out there uses it as a part of the placement equation?
How useful do you find it?
 
Don Bushman
UNC-Wilmington
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 08:49:40 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placemen
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/26/96 08:45
 
There is an older article in WPA by Barbara Gordon on the use of the TSWE as a
writing placement test. I don't have the exact citation available.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 10:03:56 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         RONRON@CC.USU.EDU
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Steve -- I'm not sure I can accept the distinction you are working on,
since it _seems_ to posit a qualitative difference, saying that some
people are writers and some people _only_  write.  And I'm wondering
how much the creative versus mere factual dichotomy might be lurking
somewhere in the background.
 
I say this because I am well aware that the creative writers in my
department look on my work with a certain amount of, "well, anybody
could do that,"  when in fact they couldn't.  Ron Shook
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 09:28:49 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
X-To:         Roni Keane <keane@UNIX.ASB.COM>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Comp/English divorce, From: Roni Keane <keane@U
 
Roni, I have to disagree with you about the the sales rubric, that is, that
the only thing that matters is whether the ad sells what it's designed to
sell.  That implies, to me at any rate, that ads are only selling one thing
at a time, and that it's really just a thing--an object to buy, or perhaps a
service, still to buy.  Ads that I see or hear for a zillion things that I
will never purchase are still selling me on an idea of my life, my self, my
society, my place in that society--well, you know the list.  And I don't want
a rhetoric that only works to improve that selling job, I want a rhetoric
that helps me and my fellow listener-reader-buyers understand the process and
perhaps learn how to--I was going to say, step outside it, but that's another
quagmire.  But a quagmire that I want my rhetoric to have something to say
about.
 
Alice Roy
 
 
 
 
 >This is perhaps a tangent to the thread but I find
myself much in agreement >with Steve North's ideas about Comp/Rhet as a
field, of dealing with >writing as doing its job, of writing as being tied to
"reality." I have >many times seen teachers
>have their students analyze and interpret ads as though their theories and
>interpretations matter when really, what matters about an ad is whether it
>has sold the shoes it's trying to sell. All the reasons about why an ad is
>effective or not are irrelevant unless it has first been determined whether
>the ad has sold the product it's selling. This is an orientation that is
>quite different from approaching writing products as objects of analysis.
>And I think this is where we are different from literary studies. Our
>discipline is not "academic," though it most certainly involves work of the
>mind.
>
>I have seen English teachers who can do only one form of writing --
>academic. They can't write memos or anything else. They have no sense of
>audience (or perhaps I should say they know only one audience); they do not
>know how to manipulate the various rhetorical elements to suit a purpose.
>Yet, they dictate to us how we should teach writing. Why? It doesn't make
>sense to me. I find we have more in common with Linguists (who know how
>language works) and with people in Communications (who are concerned with
>getting messages across).
>
>Am I flaming here?
>
>>It's self indulgence on my part, no doubt, but I am really appreciating
these
>
>>long and thoughtful posts on the "divorce" business. I am currently immersed
>>in the history of American graduate education and, by necesary extension,
>>the German (Prussian) system upon which it was . . . well, to have been
>>modeled. Some of the time, I think we took the worst of the classical
>>college and the German system and put them together, and have been reaping
>>the mixed results ever since. On the other hand, most everybody else wants
to
>
>>do grad work here . . . so go figure.
>>
>>In this context, though--as per David's comment--what seems painfully clear
>>is that very few members even of English Dept's would actually defend the
>>essentially nationalist basis for the study of the Anglo-Saxon tradition
>>that got invented as "literary" as the raison d'etre for English Depts.
>>The scramble seems to be over what sort of "subject" ought to replace the
>>reader steeped in that tradition who had become, in this country anyway,
>>its totem. (I don't know if such readers actually matter as a product; it
>>was more the idea of such a person, the ideal, that was sustaining.)
>>
>>In both comp and lit, at least of late, the #1 option seems to be whatever
it
>
>>is that critical teaching--variably defined--produces: for Ira Shor, a
>>Staten Island kid savvy about the provenance of hamburger wrappers; in
>>some places these days, students out doing community action projects
>>involving literacy; and so on.
>>
>>I have no objection to, and indeed often applaud (or participate in) such
>>ventures. But I also think that such projects fail to produce writers, or
>>maybe Writers, or even WRITERS: by which I mean, people with a practiced and
>>disciplined ability with the technology.
>>
>>Such people are few in the world--and I mean that as a factual
statementabout
>
>>behavior, not an opinion. It's like, to choose an analogy, skilled golfers,
>>or scratch golfers, as we say: lots of people (anybody!) can "play golf."
>>Anybody can "play writing." But few people do what pros do. In either case.
>>Writing on projects that take days, months, years. Sustained concentration.
>>Sophisticated sense of textual cause and material effect, and of contextual
>>forces: writing a contract that's airtight; writing ad copy that sells
>>the product; writing the grant proposal that gets the funding.
>>
>>When I describe a dept of writing studies, this is the trajectory I have
>>in mind for the students in it. It is not an exclusive designation; as
>>Elizabeth noted, people are not monochromatic in that sense. And as David
>>noted, anybody writing has to have some way to gather the wherewithal to
>>write about something. Still, the smartest thing Colin Powell did as a
>>writer--not a general, etc.--was to hire Joe Persico (I'll bet I got the
>>name wrong!), to hire a "ghostwriter"--cause Colin Powell knows his
>>life, but not the technology of writing.
>>
>>Steve North
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Ron: I understand your uneasiness, and that the saving of the term
"writer" can have those 19th century resonances for "poet" that WW and
STC would like to have claimed.
 
What I think I am working for--groping after??--is a space between the
writer-as-divinely-inspired, on the one hand; and writing as simply and
fully accessible to all (even, in fact, those who do not make texts at
all: say by talking to a machine that transcribes, etc.). Both constructions
seem to me to conflate writing with being--i.e., to confuse the technology
with its users.
 
I'm not sure of any way out here, or if this is the space to try to find
it. I just know that, for example, I can hammer nails, saw wood, drill,
etc., but I am not a carpenter--and that the distinction I am making would
hold no matter what semantic shifts we make. I guess we could say that I
am too a carpenter, just a really new/bad/uneven one, or (in line with the
fully egalitarian model) a carpenter of genuine authenticity, one whose
work has been rejected by an oppressive bourgeois capitalist culture bent
on reproducing itself in plumbed lines, mitred corners, doors that swing,
and so on . . . and that it was really carpentry that needed rethinking, not
my particular makings.
 
I don't mean to make fun of either direction here: I have certain sympathies
for both, and all the more so when it comes to the technology of writing.
And definitely I want both to demystify the poet's work, on the one hand,
and hold the poet by the scruff of the neck until he acknolwedges that the
prose you and I write is itself complex and difficult stuff to make.
 
Steve North
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Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 12:40:11 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Journal
 
>Just received WPA (it only took 22 days...maybe when Quebec becomes
>independent the mail will be faster?).   Anyway, am looking forward
>to a good read.
>
 
Unfortunately, 22 days looks like a pretty standard delay, to my dismay.  I
hand delivered the journal to the mailroom at Illinois State on the May
date I announced in that long-ago posting, all packaged, addressed, and
neatly arrayed in zip code order.  I assume (but am not sure) that the
mailroom deployed the journal into the US postal system that very day.  But
I know the faculty at Michigan Tech (where I'm temporarily teaching) did
not get their copies until June 20.  Such is perhaps the pace of bulk mail
in America.  (How is it, though, that I get my New Yorker in such a timely
fashion?  Hmmm.)
 
Doug
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
In-Reply-To:  <960626100351.20604087@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU> from "Keith Rhodes"
              at Jun 26, 96 10:03:51 am
 
Keith, I appreciate your challenge here to the problem of using an
invalid m/c for placement as long as it seems to work.  The problem is
complicated by the unreliability (inconsistency) of most essay tests,
which are usually made up of a single essay and not well designed or
scored.  But these are really two different issues.  We CAN do essay
testing well, but we can't make a passive m/c test into a writing test.
Suppose you also got better results for writing placement from the MATH
portion of the ACT (which you very well might).  Or even from an even
simpler measure: parental income?  Would you want to use it?  --Ed White
>
> >Mili, we've been around a few times on this subject and I hope someone
> >has an archive on it to send you.  In brief, the SAT and ACT are NOT
> >designed or intended to measure writing at all; they correlate with
> >general student success in the first year, meaning that they show up for
> >the second year.  There is an accidental correlation with writing ability
> >at the very high (above 80%) and very low levels, as there would be with
> >a math test or an income-level test.  It is unprofessional and ethically
> >wrong to use a test designed for one purpose for a different one,
> >particularly when correlations are so weak.  But lots of places do that
> >anyway, since, I suppose, any old test is good enough for any old purpose
> >for some people.  --Ed White
>
> Our local studies of three years' worth of students showed that at all levels
> the ACT did a better job than our placement essay at predicting student grades
> in writing courses, particularly in whatever course they entered immediately
> upon placement.  I still continue looking into whether it is the nature of our
> courses or some other factor that is the culprit; but since our test was
> administered fairly well by the assessment coordinator, it does not seem to me
> any more ethical or responsible to use a timed placement of the sort we used.
> Right now we're allowing people to challenge placement in "developmental" comp,
> and many students eligible for "honors composition" find the normal sequence
> more attractive (for a variety of reasons, including a pretty fair ability
> at self-assessment).  We're hoping to find a better way that we can afford and
> that does not increase the assessment coordinator's already unfair
> burden.  But I do not find the balance among the full host of ethical concerns
> here to be as clear as this, even after reading some pretty good arguments
> against the move we made.  Part of this is strictly the local politics of
> composition as a whole (giving up where we seem weak to gain elsewhere); but
> part is, I think, a more substantive issue.
>
> I suspect that part of what is going on here is that writing is not just
> "writing," and that some critical underlying cognitive and social advantages
> show up even more clearly in standardized tests than in placement essays.
> There are lots of ugly issues here, but we won't fix them by using a writing
> placement over an ACT score (which our students must have anyway, so that
> there is no sense of taking a bubble-sheet test strictly to test writing
> ability).  Meanwhile, it gives us breathing space to come up with a better
> plan.
>
> I feel badly enough about this to welcome practical alternatives --
> but not badly enough to admit to flagrant immorality.
>
> Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
> English Department, Perrin Hall
> Northwest Missouri State University
> Maryville, MO  64468                    816-562-1860
> krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu             http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
> --------------------------------------------------------------------------
> "Logical goodness and badness . . . amounts, in the last analysis, to
> nothing but a particular application of the more general distinction of
> Moral Goodness and Badness, or Righteouness and Wickedness" (5.108).
>                                         - Charles Sanders Peirce
>
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WAC coordinators
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d02adf1cb5a835d@[134.121.3.95]>
 
    Thank you, Sue.  Your information is VERY helpful.  Mara
 
    Mara Holt
    English/Ellis 385
    Ohio University
    Athens, OH  45701
    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V2.2X
From:         BAHUOT01@ULKYVM.LOUISVILLE.EDU
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placemen
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/26/96 02:05
 
In a survey I published in WPA on writing placement a few years ago, the use of
ACT/SAT scores was still prevalent.  However, respondents were more satisfied
with placement procedures that involved using student writing for placement
decisions.
         Brian
 
Brian Huot
University of Louisville
bahuot01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 11:51:42 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Anticanonicity
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d05adf6b802ff7d@[130.127.230.16]> from "Beth Daniell" at
              Jun 26, 96 09:56:24 am
 
The late Ken Eble berated me for making up new and barbarous words (like
holisticism), another of which I put in the subject line.  But Beth's
clear statement exemplifies it:
>
> I recently read a chapter on cultural studies in an MA student's thesis
> that made me realize how deeply what I take for granted about literacy and
> writing and pedagogy and literature challenges the beliefs and values of my
> older lit colleagues. I had always thought the word "canon" was sort of a
> joke, you know sort of self-mocking, but apparently for many people it is
> not a joke -- it really is regarded as sacred texts. I found this most
> disturbing. But it certainly explained some of the animosity that exists in
> my dept. Beth Daniell
>
I remember being surprised when a devoted Marxist friend began defending
E.D. Hirsch's list of scraps of cultural literacy, which I had been
attacking.  He argued that one way to keep people down was to deny them
the usual cultural counters and that we need certain things in common if
we are to teach at all. This is a different view of canon than Beth's or
than the usual one, that the canons serve to limit and restrict reading.
We can and should attack such canons.  But the idea of canons as
expansive and liberating, my old fogy notion, I realize, is also there.
Shouldn't someone in comp also know that Chaucer's irony is different
from Swift's or from Buchwald's?  We need to be careful that our
resistance to canons and to the narrowness of too many of our lit
colleagues doesn't turn into an anticanonicity that is really a defense
of ignorance, of unhistoricity, of a different kind of narrowness.
                                        --Ed White
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Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 14:57:20 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <MKTUCKER@ARUS.UBISHOPS.CA>
Organization: Bishop's University
Subject:      Re: National trends
X-To:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
 
In studies of writing on the job, the professionals who write are
surely not in the same category as the amateur carpenter.  In a
joint research project that McGill and Carlton Universities have
undertaken, the writing of three groups are being observed and
studied (engineers, social workers, and I've forgotten the third).
Anthony Pare of McGill reports that engineers spent 25% of their time
writing and another 25% of their time editing - their own work and
that of others.  Richard Andrews of Hull University (England) in a
similar study of Builders found that, I'm paraphrasing from memory,
they write all the time all day long.
 
Mieke
 
 
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
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From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
In-Reply-To:  <01I6D35QB8MQ8WVZUR@UNCWIL.EDU> from "Don Bushman" at Jun 26,
              96 11:45:43 am
 
Don, you might look at Edward M. White and Leon Thomas, "Racial
Minorities and Writing Skills Assessment in The California State
University and Colleges."  College English 42 (March 1981): 276-283.  The
article compares student scores on the TSWE with scores on the CSU EPT
and, particularly, its essay test.  Another version of that article is in
my Teaching and Assessing Writing, 1994, 177-191.  --Ed White
 
> > I am wondering if Ed
White or any others know of any related stats
> or information on the use of the Test of Standard Written English (TSWE)
> for placement purposes.  Like the ACT/SAT, it's certainly no test of
> *writing.*  Who out there uses it as a part of the placement equation?
> How useful do you find it?
>
> Don Bushman
> UNC-Wilmington
>
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
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In response to Keith Rhodes' description of the movement toward using ACT for
placment, we at the University of Louisville are in the process of moving away
from the ACT.  Presently, students who score 18 or higher on ACT verbal
automatically place into 101.  Students who score below write an impromptu,
holistically scored essay.  For the last three years we have been allowing
high school seniors to use their state-mandated writing portfolios for
placement.  We have found that using portfolios has raised placement
and that students succeed in the higher placed courses.  Last Fall, a student
scored below 18, wrote the impromptu and placed into developmental composition.
His portfolio placed him in 102.  He chose the higher placement and received an
A in the course.  Although we are only at the pilot stage, we are beginning to
wonder about the need for using portfolios for accurate placement at U of L.
                                                                        Brian
 
Brian Huot
University of Louisville
bahuot01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 15:17:12 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Anticanonicity
 
I agree with you, Ed--and in fact my sense in this thread has been that
most people will/do. The catch, as you suggest, is not THAT we might
read Chaucer, but HOW; and also--by way of helping shape that HOW--who
else we read, and why.
 
Just in passing, however, I have found that my readings in Chaucer, not
to mention (since no one EVER does) Spenser, Skelton, Herbert, and so on
actually have any currency as cultural capital, here or elsewhere. So
while I'd agree that for all sorts of reasons people need to have access
to the counters of a culture, they may not need to become numismatists.
 
Numismaticity. Hm.
Steve North
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Mieke: Similar studies have, indeed, been done in this country, and for some
time. I have no desire to dispute them: people push a lot of paper, and
some of it has stuff they compose. Lawyers, ditto. Some doctors. Nurses.
Bank managers. Lots of people.
 
But--and here I wander out of empirical claim range--nowhere near "most"
people, and (here goes!) I would guess something more like 10% of the
population. (If somebody insists it's more like 20%, okay.) I mean, I look
at my own English Dept. Fewer than half its members have written any
sustained publishable prose in a decade. Many of the same people have also
not written a committee report in that time, either. They will likely, then,
have composed syllabi (an art, to be sure). Letters. Maybe lectures, although
I expect those would be notes. I don't mean they can't write at all--they
can. Or that they don't use writing at all--they do. But if I had a project
that needed to be written--a grant proposal, an article, a book, even
 a book review--I'd at least first look for someone better versed in the
technology of writing . . . especially if there was something riding on
the success of the project.
 
Steve North
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>I am wondering if Ed White or any others know of any related stats
>or information on the use of the Test of Standard Written English (TSWE)
>for placement purposes.  Like the ACT/SAT, it's certainly no test of
>*writing.*  Who out there uses it as a part of the placement equation?
>How useful do you find it?
>
>Don Bushman
>UNC-Wilmington
 
The TSWE has been, in effect, eliminated from the SAT Verbal section.  The
new SAT II Writing Test is an hour long test that includes a 20 minute
writing sample and a 40 minute multiple choice section that has most of the
kinds of questions formerly included in the TSWE--on Usage, Sentence
Correction, Rewriting Sentences, and Revision in Context.  The entire test
is scored on the standard 200 to 800 scale.  However, besides a single
overall score, the taker also gets a subscore for both the multiple choice
and the essay portions, scored on a 20 to 80 scale.  According to the
College Board the Writing Sample is scored holistically by two readers on a
6 point scale.  How that score (0 to 12) is transformed into the decile
score I have no idea.
 
For what it's worth, The College Board thinks that the SAT II "compares
favorably to other tests as a predictor of grades in freshman-level English
composition courses."  Which means to me that I'd be wouldn't use it for
placement.
 
.........................................................................
 
Joe Martin, Director    174 Rockefeller Hall    jam8@cornell.edu
Writing Workshop        Cornell University      (607) 255-1390
                        Ithaca, NY  14853-2502
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We have had several high school teachers in our area express an interest
in teaching our first-year comp course to high school seniors for college
credit.  I would be interested in knowing if anyone on the WPA listserv
has such a program in place.  Has the WPA taken a position on the
teaching of FYC to high school seniors?  Any information would be helpful.
 
Kim Brian Lovejoy
Associate Professor of English
Indiana University/Indianapolis
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> Unfortunately, 22 days looks like a pretty standard delay, to my dismay.  I
> hand delivered the journal to the mailroom at Illinois State on the May
> date I announced in that long-ago posting, all packaged, addressed, and
> neatly arrayed in zip code order.  I assume (but am not sure) that the
> mailroom deployed the journal into the US postal system that very day.
 
The cancellation stamp is June 4, so it looks like your mail sat
around for a bit.  It also looks like I can no longer blame Canada
Post.
 
Mieke
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Kim,
 
As part of an outreach program from a community college, I did this
for a year--taught their Honors English students the college's ENG 101
and 102.  The students were bright and worked hard and generally did well.
 
But: it was impossible to maintain a "college" atmosphere _at_ the
high school.  After all, they could "do" the HS things--playing in
the halls, etc.--both before and after class.
 
I thought it was a great idea before we did it, but cannot recommend
it now.  And I worry it might be even a worse environment with a
HS teacher doing the teaching--she might be wonderful and a terrific
instructor, but the atmosphere could be even worse.
 
One other thing that bothered me (and still does) is that at a college
or university, you see and work with the "group," and you're part of
that group of teachers.  A HS teacher would be isolated, apart from,
the college/university conversation.  How would her peers react to her
"new" job?  What conversations might she be/not be a part of?  When I
did it (and it was only for a year), I was removed from the college
"group" but was never really part of the HS group.
 
Hope that helps a little.
 
===================================================
Greg Glau
Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition
Arizona State University - Department of English
Tempe, AZ 85287-0302
(602) 965-3898
===================================================
 
On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Kim Brian Lovejoy wrote:
 
> We have had several high school teachers in our area express an interest
> in teaching our first-year comp course to high school seniors for college
> credit.  I would be interested in knowing if anyone on the WPA listserv
> has such a program in place.  Has the WPA taken a position on the
> teaching of FYC to high school seniors?  Any information would be helpful.
>
> Kim Brian Lovejoy
> Associate Professor of English
> Indiana University/Indianapolis
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 16:35:43 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene Patterson Ward <iward@KSU.KSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960626110953.356766A-100000@INDYVAX.IUPUI.EDU>
 
Kim,
 
There is growing concern here in Kansas regarding a program that was
instituted by at the communicty college level in which the communicty
colleges train HS teachers for college-level writing classes to be taught
at the HS and then transfered to the community college. We have lots of
'stories' about how poorly these students perform, but no real evidence
that they do any worse as a poplation than others who either took classes
at the universities or at the community colleges.
 
It seems to concern upper administrators because of the loss of revenue
as well.
 
Irene Ward
Director of Expository Writing
Kansas State University
iward@ksu.ksu.edu
 
On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Kim Brian Lovejoy wrote:
 
> We have had several high school teachers in our area express an interest
> in teaching our first-year comp course to high school seniors for college
> credit.  I would be interested in knowing if anyone on the WPA listserv
> has such a program in place.  Has the WPA taken a position on the
> teaching of FYC to high school seniors?  Any information would be helpful.
>
> Kim Brian Lovejoy
> Associate Professor of English
> Indiana University/Indianapolis
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 15:07:31 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Larry Beason <LBeason@EWU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placemen
 
Here are a couple of other studies on the validity of SAT/ACT:
 
Roy, Emil.  "Computerized scoring of Placement Exams." JOURNAL OF BASIC
WRITING 12.2 (1993): 41-54,
 
Gorrell, Donna.  "Toward determining a minimal competency entrance
examination for freshman composition." RTE 17 (Oct. 1983): 263-74.
 
 
Hope these might be of help.
 
Larry Beason
 
Larry Beason
Dept. of English
Eastern Washington University
Cheney WA 99004
LBeason@ewu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 13:43:23 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Muriel Zimmerman <mzimmer@HUMANITAS.UCSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960626110953.356766A-100000@INDYVAX.IUPUI.EDU>
 
Honors students at Santa Barbara High School can take first year college
writing while they are seniors in high school.  They need to enroll for
the course (actually a year-long sequence of two courses) through
the Santa Barbara City College, but they are taught in their own high
school by a teacher who holds a joint appointment in the high school and
in the community college.
 
From the university perspective, we are dubious about whether the things
we want to achieve from university-level writing courses can be achieved
while a student is in high school.  M.Z.
 
 
 
 
 
On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Kim Brian Lovejoy wrote:
 
> We have had several high school teachers in our area express an interest
> in teaching our first-year comp course to high school seniors for college
> credit.  I would be interested in knowing if anyone on the WPA listserv
> has such a program in place.  Has the WPA taken a position on the
> teaching of FYC to high school seniors?  Any information would be helpful.
>
> Kim Brian Lovejoy
> Associate Professor of English
> Indiana University/Indianapolis
>
 
****************
Muriel Zimmerman
Director, Writing Program
U.C. Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, CA 93106
(805) 893-4808
*****************************
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 19:53:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bob Schwegler <RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  Message of Wed, 26 Jun 1996 11:20:23 -0500 from
              <klovejoy@INDYVAX.IUPUI.EDU>
 
About the Freshman comp course to high school seniors:
We have a program (contact Linda Shamoon--Shamoon@URIACC.URI.EDU); Chris
Anson has a program at Minnesota; and lots and lots of others have programs,
most of which are pretty good.  The best and most experienced program is
Project Advance at Syracuse University (Chris and I both used to work for the
program).
Bob Schwegler
English/College Writing Program
University of Rhode Island
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 17:32:22 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Anticanonicity
In-Reply-To:  <01I6DAMS5L3M8Y5MUC@cnsvax.albany.edu> from "Steve North,
              SUNY Albany" at Jun 26, 96 03:17:12 pm
 
Let's take this further, Steve, than cultural counters.  I love my fellow
compositionists and much prefer CCCC to MLA, but I do not enjoy the blank
stares I sometimes get from our colleagues who have never heard of the
writers you mention.  It's not only students who wonder how Martin Luther
King found the time to nail 95 theses on some church door.
Compositionists need to be BETTER educated than narrow literati.  Don't
writers just HAVE to be readers first?  Don't students have the right to
expect their writing teachers to be well read? I think the enemy here, as
elsewhere, is narrowness.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 21:17:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Lauren L. Sewell" <llsewe01@HOMER.LOUISVILLE.EDU>
Subject:      query:  percentage of TAs teaching comp
In-Reply-To:  <v01530501adf702868c5d@[146.187.168.74]>
 
Does anyone have current (or close to it) statistics on the percentage of
all first-year composition courses that are taught by TAs?  I'm
particularly interested in this percentage as compared to the percentage of
courses taught by part-time instructors, full-time lecturers, and
tenure-track (or tenured) faculty.
 
Thanks for your help.
 
**********************************************************************
Lauren Sewell
Department of English
University of Louisville
Louisville, Kentucky 40292
502-852-6801
llsewe01@homer.louisville.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 19:39:00 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/26/96 13:32
 
Kim, don't get me started on "dual enrollment." I growl and froth and shake,
and my eyes bug out.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 19:56:28 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/26/96 16:56
 
Try a model of dual enrollment where the sponsoring college declares "senior
English" the equivalent of First Year Comp and grants credit to students in
senior English who also enroll in a phantom section of 101 and then 102. There
are other students sitting in the class who are doing all the same work but
not getting "college credit" because they did not enroll in the phantom
section and PAY TUITION. Cool. Everyone loves it. Students love it because
they "get out of" freshman comp. Parents love it because their kids can pile
up lots of college hours at fairly low tuition rates. High school teachers,
although they only get paid once, enjoy the panache of "teaching college
courses." And the sponsoring college loves collecting tuition for doing
nothing but awarding credits. Usually there are a whole array of "college"
credits offered in this way. We really don't have much data on quality or
effectiveness. Who cares?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 19:57:36 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/26/96 16:56
 
Bob--are you talking about teaching the courses in the high schools or
offering high school students the opportunity to take the class on campus?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 22:01:04 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: wpa summer conference
In-Reply-To:  <01I6C2RCNOHE934QIF@miavx3.mid.muohio.edu>
 
I have been following the debates with great interest--but have not been
able to participate--yet.  What I have been able to do is put together
the schedule for the WPA Summer Conference.  I hope this will tempt all
WPAers to attend.
 
If you are speaking, please check over your session.  Is it scheduled at
a time when you will actually be attending the conference??  Is
everything spelled correctly?  Do I have correct titles, names, and
affiliations?  Am I inadvertently omitting anyone?  Have I lost a
proposal?  Lost my mind??
 
Let me know.
 
And I look forward to getting back on-line--and to seeing many of you at
Miami of Ohio on August 1st.
 
Charles Schuster
 
 
 
 
1996 WPA Summer Conference, Miami University of Ohio,
Oxford, Ohio
 
Charles Schuster, Univ. of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,
        Program Chair
Jeff Sommers and John Heyda, Miami Univ. of Ohio,
        Conference Co-Coordinators
 
Thursday, August 1
 
 2:00 - 5:00   Registration & Check-in
 
 5:00 - 5:45   WELCOME & PLENARY SESSION: "Welcome"    ???, Miami Univ.
of Ohio
Charles Schuster, Univ. Wisconsin-Milwaukee   John Heyda, Miami of Ohio
 
 6:00 - 8:00 Reception, Sponsored by Mayfield Publishing
 
Friday, August 2
 
7:30 -  8:30  Breakfast
 
8:30 - 10:00  Session A
 
Curricular Development as Intellectual Work
Rich Raymond, Univ. of Arkansas, Little Rock
The Board and the Dammed:  A Case Study in the Forms and Value of Service
Marvin Diogenes, Univ. of Arizona
Curricular Development as Intellectual Work
Karen Rossi Schnakenberg
Carnegie Mellon Univ.
 
"Making Faculty Work Visible":  A Report from the MLA Commission on
Professional Service Followed by a Case-Study Workshop
Louise Wetherbee Phelps, Syracuse Univ.
 
"Using Assessment to Administer Writing Programs"
Brian Huot, Univ. of Louisville
Kathleen Yancey, Univ. of North Carolina-Charlotte
 
Meeting the Challenges of Administrative Transition in College Writing
Programs
Sara Garnes, Ohio State Univ.
Kay Halasek, Ohio State Univ.
Kathy Wallace, Ohio State Univ.
 
10:00 - 10:30  Break, Sponsored by HarperCollins Publishing
 
10:30 - 12:00 PLENARY SESSION I:
Reinventing Work:  The Commodification of the WPA
Andrea Lunsford, Ohio State Univ.
 
12:00 -  1:30  Lunch
 
1:30 -  3:00  Session B
 
Getting and Spending:  Understanding University Budgets
David Schwalm, Arizona State Univ., East Campus
 
Toward a Social Construction Theory of Teaching:  Building Programs and
Professional Development Through Classroom Observation and Reflection
Pam Takayoshi, Univ. of Louisville
Camille Newton, Univ. of Louisville
Wynn Egginton, Univ. of Louisville
 
Fiction, Myth, Scheme, Construct, or Lore:  Applying Social Construction
Theories of Knowledge to Writing Programs
Ruth Mirtz  (Florida State Univ.)
Can This Art Be Saved?  The WPA as Discipline-Based Teacher
Mary Pinard (Babson College)
Realizing That the WPA's Hidden Lore Is Not the New Teacher's
Doug Hesse (Illinois State Univ.)
 
The WPA:  A Reconsideration, A Redefinition
Theresa Enos, Univ. of Arizona
Julia Ferganchick-Neufang, Univ. of Arizona
Christine Farris, Univ. of Indiana
 
3:00 -  3:30  Break
 
3:30 -  5:00  Session C
 
The Consultant Evaluator Program:  Who, What, Why, and How
Ben McClelland, Univ. of Mississippi
Maggie Smith, Univ. of Texas-El Paso
Van Hillard, Duke Univ.
Harvey Kail, Univ. of Maine
 
The WPA as Historicist:  Helping English Faculty Connect the History of
Composition within Other Intellectual Movements
Rachelle M. Smith, Emporia State Univ.
Civil Discourse, Rhetorical Virtue:  Composition Programs and the
Development of Campus Cultures
Thomas Amorose, Seattle Pacific Univ.
Setting Goals for Your Composition Program:  A Workshop Presentation
Marguerite Helmers, Univ. Wisconsin-Oshkosh
 
Training TAs in MA Programs
Stephen Wilhoit, Univ. of Dayton
Dignifying Adjunct Work
Clyde Moneyhun, ???
Stuck in the Middle with You:  The Conflicting Roles Played by Graduate
Student Writing Administrative Assistants
Scott Herstad, Illinois State Univ.
Kirsti Sandy, Illinois State Univ.
 
Accountability, Assessment, and the Politics of Composition
Richard Batteiger, Oklahoma State Univ.
Should We Have a Subject:  Composing a Curriculum for Composition"
James Seitz, Univ. of Pittsburgh
 
5:30 -7:30  Dinner,
 
7:30  PLENARY SESSION: A Farewell Address Touching Upon Vulnerability,
Virtue, and the Virginia Wolves Charles I. Schuster, Univ. of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee
 
8:30-10:00  Open Meeting of the WPA Executive Committee in ???   Everyone
Invited.
 
Saturday, July 29
 
7:30 -  8:30  Breakfast
 
8:30 - 10:00  PLENARY SESSION:  "???"
Keith Gilyard, Univ. of Syracuse
 
10:00 - 10:30  Break
 
10:30 - 12:00  Session D
 
The Evolution of a "Grass Roots" Writing Across the Curriculum Program:
Building Consensus and Promoting Innovation
Karen Vaught-Alexander, Univ. of Portland
Writing Across the Curriculum--Proceed with Caution
Marilyn Liddle, Utah State Univ.
Adapting Other People's Models to Our Own College Culture:  A WPA
Introduces Student Writing Associates
Diane Boehm, Saginaw Valley State Univ.
 
Politicizing the Portland Resolution
Jeanne Gunner, Univ. of California-Santa Clara
Changing the College Culture:  Departmental, Institutional, Pedagogical,
and Scholarly Issues
Kathleen McCormick, Univ. of Hartford
WPA Work:  A Historical Reflection on Its Substance and Its Value at Bryn
Mawr College during the M. Carey Thomas Years
D'Ann George, Essex Community College
 
Speaking the Unspeakable in TA Training
Vic Mortimer and Andrea Williams, Ohio State Univ.
Can I Lead and Be Liked?  Graduate Student Administrators Negotiating the
Boundary between the Personal and the Professional
Jennifer Phegley, Ohio State Univ.
Collaborative Power(s) in Writing Programs
Suellyn Duffey, Ohio Univ.
 
12:00 -  1:00  WPA Box Lunch
 
1:00-2:30  Session E
 
One Is the Loneliest Number
Betty Shiffman, Spalding Univ.
"Warning, Warning, Warning!  Danger, Will Robinson":  Lost in the Space
between Being a New Assistant Professor and a New Assistant Director of
Composition
Susan L. Taylor, Univ. of Nevada, Las Vegas
Professing and Practicing Collaboration:  Co-Directing a Writing Program
Karen Hamer, Pittsburg State Univ.
 
WAC Consulting and Curriculum Development
Donna Strickland, Univ. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Linda Chesky, Univ. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Liana Odrcic, Univ. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Alice Gillam, Univ. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
 
Expanding the "Intellectual Work" of WPAs Along International Lines:  A
Call for Closer Analyses of the Experiences of Foreign-Born Teaching
Assistants in the Composition Classroom
Eric V. Martin, Univ. of Findlay
Joseph Jeyaraj, Illinois State Univ.
Mainstreaming ESL Students into First-Year Writing Courses
Meg Morgan, Univ. of North Carolina-Charlotte
Avoiding the American Model for Composition Programs:  A WPA Overseas
Mark Schaub, American Univ. in Cairo (Egypt)
 
"Textnology":  What Are We Getting Ourselves Into?
William J. Macauley, Jr., Indiana Univ. of Pennsylvania
Literature in the Composition Classroom:  The Uses of Criticism
Maria D. Notarangelo,  California State Univ., San Bernardino
Curricular Reform in First-Year Composition and Literature:  Prospects
and Difficulties
John Heyda, Miami Univ. of Ohio
 
2:30-4:30       On Your Own
 
4:30            Meet at Marcus Conference Center for trip to the WPA
Riverboat Cruise and Buffet             Dinner on the Univ. S. S.
Steamboat Bill which sails down the Ohio River
 
Sunday, August 4
 
8:00-9:00  Breakfast
 
9:00-10:30  Session F
 
Successful Strategies for Administering Basic Writing Programs
Paul Miller, Ohio State Univ.
LaVerne Browand, Ohio State Univ.
Basic Writing and the Politics of Mainstreaming:  Notes on the Possible
Futures of the WPA's Mission
Gerri McNenny, Univ. of Houston-Downtown
 
Encouraging Reflective Practice:  Mentoring New Graduate Student Teachers
of Writing
Irwin Weiser, Purdue Univ.
Shirley K. Rose, Purdue Univ.
Lisa Langstraat, Purdue Univ.
Chris Farris, Indiana Univ.
 
Bridging/Creating Gaps:  Collaboration in Writing Program Administration
Steve Fox, Indiana Univ.-Purdue Univ., Indianapolis
Susan-Marie Harrington, Indiana Univ.-Purdue Univ., Indianapolis
Tere Molinder-Hogue, Indiana Univ.-Purdue Univ., Indianapolis
Kim Ballard, Ivy State Technical College
 
10:30-11:00 Break
 
11:00-12:00 Wrap-Up and Town Hall Meeting on Future Initiatives of the
Council of Writing Program Administrators
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 22:17:54 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David J. Coogan" <coogan@CHARLIE.CNS.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <96BE532D59@arus.ubishops.ca>
 
Mieke --
 
Could you give me the full citation of Anthony Pare's McGill report on
engineers and writing?
 
Thanks!
 
Dave Coogan
coogan@charlie.acc.iit.edu
 
On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Mieke Koppen Tucker wrote:
 
> In studies of writing on the job, the professionals who write are
> surely not in the same category as the amateur carpenter.  In a
> joint research project that McGill and Carlton Universities have
> undertaken, the writing of three groups are being observed and
> studied (engineers, social workers, and I've forgotten the third).
> Anthony Pare of McGill reports that engineers spent 25% of their time
> writing and another 25% of their time editing - their own work and
> that of others.  Richard Andrews of Hull University (England) in a
> similar study of Builders found that, I'm paraphrasing from memory,
> they write all the time all day long.
>
> Mieke
>
>
>
>
> Mieke Koppen Tucker                     Bishop's University
> Director, Writing Centre                Lennoxville, Que.
> Writing Proficiency Programme           Canada J1M 1Z7
> 819-822-9600, ext.400                   Fax: 819-822-9661
> home: 819-823-7273                      mktucker@arus.ubishops.ca
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jun 1996 20:54:54 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Qualley <djq@GONZO.CC.WWU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SUN.3.91.960626133825.1577C-100000@humanitas.ucsb.edu>
 
Here in Washington, many of us at the university are battling against the
move to teach college writing in the high school (regardless of who
teaches it) for all the reasons people have been mentioning. Look at the
assumptions about writing that such a move implies.  Once again we see the
American penchant for hurrying development.  College writing is college
writing not because of the form or the assignment but because of the
intellectual developmental needed to engage in more complex and
complicated forms of thinking.
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 03:36:13 +0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         robert delius royar <r.royar@MOREHEAD-ST.EDU>
Organization: Coordinator of Writing and the Writing Center
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960626163205.17800D-100000@nbc.ksu.ksu.edu>
 
We are offering a distance-based (interactive, compressed video) course to
a few high schools that gives the students dual credit (fyc and senior
English).  The course is currently taught by an assistant professor who is
also certified to teach high school in Kentucky.  It caused a stir with
one of the local region's ccs and the parent university of the KY cc
system (UK).  But it has been very popular with the high schools and
district administrators.
 
On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Kim Brian Lovejoy wrote:
 
> We have had several high school teachers in our area express an interest
> in teaching our first-year comp course to high school seniors for college
> credit.  I would be interested in knowing if anyone on the WPA listserv
> has such a program in place.  Has the WPA taken a position on the
> teaching of FYC to high school seniors?  Any information would be helpful.
>
> Kim Brian Lovejoy
> Associate Professor of English
> Indiana University/Indianapolis
 
 
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
                  Coordinator of Writing & the Writing Center
        "Let them eat Catch-Up"           -- Bob "OKForMeToBeOnThe" Dole
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 03:46:21 +0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         robert delius royar <r.royar@MOREHEAD-ST.EDU>
Organization: Coordinator of Writing and the Writing Center
Subject:      Re: Anticanonicity
In-Reply-To:  <199606270032.RAA09064@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
I agree; we need to know more before we teach writing.  I wonder, however
what implications this view has for writing across the curriculum?  What
do we need to know when we teach writing related to natural or social
science for example?
 
On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Edward White wrote:
 
> Let's take this further, Steve, than cultural counters.  I love my fellow
> compositionists and much prefer CCCC to MLA, but I do not enjoy the blank
> stares I sometimes get from our colleagues who have never heard of the
> writers you mention.  It's not only students who wonder how Martin Luther
> King found the time to nail 95 theses on some church door.
> Compositionists need to be BETTER educated than narrow literati.  Don't
> writers just HAVE to be readers first?  Don't students have the right to
> expect their writing teachers to be well read? I think the enemy here, as
> elsewhere, is narrowness.  --Ed White
>
 
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
                  Coordinator of Writing & the Writing Center
        "Let them eat Catch-Up"           -- Bob "OKForMeToBeOnThe" Dole
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 06:49:58 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Lisa J. McClure" <lisam@SIU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: query:  percentage of TAs teaching comp
 
At 09:17 PM 6/26/96 -0400, you wrote:
>Does anyone have current (or close to it) statistics on the percentage of
>all first-year composition courses that are taught by TAs?  I'm
>particularly interested in this percentage as compared to the percentage of
>courses taught by part-time instructors, full-time lecturers, and
>tenure-track (or tenured) faculty.
>
Lauren,
 
I don't have the stats you want, but I'm also interested in them and in
which universities are using TAs to teach first-year comp. classes for
a project on grading that I'm developing.
 
One person who might be able to respond to this is Sally Barr Ebest
[ssbreag@umslvma.umsl.edu]; she's done a good bit of research in this
area.
 
Lisa
 
 
***********************************************************************
* "Don't compromise yourself.  You are all you've got."  Janis Joplin *
***********************************************************************
 
Lisa J. McClure
Associate Professor, English
Area Head, Rhetoric & Composition
Director, First-Year Composition
Department of English
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale
Carbondale, IL 62901-4503
phone:   (618)453-6811
fax:     (618)453-3253
e-mail:  LISAM@SIU.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 08:24:39 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Anticanonicity
 
Ed: I was trying to preserve one of your distinctions without the other,
but probably didn't get it clear enough. Yes, I would argue that a key
part of writing in our culture (it might be different in others!) is
understanding, at some level, the (for want of a better word) tradition
you inherit. That's part of what it means to understand how (written) words
work. So, yes, in that sense writers "need" to be readers.
 
But there are (at least) 2 other issues you seem to raise. One concerns
the kind of cultural capital represented by the "canonical" authors we
were considering: i.e., the value that accrues to people who claim some
familiarity with a given tradition in certain circles. One point I was
making--the main one at the time--was just that the writers I named have
never actually won me anything in any arena. I spent hours--hundreds of
hours in some cases--reading and writing (in school papers) about Skelton,
Herbert, Spenser (okay--hours on that last, not hundreds of them!). Except
for here, in this on-line chat, that investment has paid no direct returns
in that cultural capital way.
 
But a second point: you might argue that I am a better writer for having
read them, for havaing invested those hours. Certainly I am a different one--
that intense work had its effects, for sure. But I invested at least as
many hours in (pick a topic!) science fiction, comic books, mystery novels,
TV, radio, and so on. I'm willing to accept that, for the purposes of
dealing with people who value an Anglo-Saxon discursive trdition, having
some grounding in that tradition can be  useful. For English dept
politicking--which seems to be what you're concerned mainly with--I wouldn't
necessarily disagree that RhetComp people need to know more, to be widely
versed (although, as others have said, i am inclined to resent that perceived
need, and have been known to bait my colleagues with both purported
knowledged and proud ignorance, real or feigned).
 
So yes, writers learn how writing works in part by looking at writing to
see how it HAS worked; and partly by looking from writing to writing to
writing, watching for the sequentiality/intertextuality of it all. So that
might mean Skelton, or etymology for fun, or MTV, or the Brontes, or
P. Wheatley, or O. Brownson, or--my favorite--Jones Very. Or it might not.
But--for this chat, anyway--I think the last person I might ask about such
things would be a Skelton expert, or at least the ones I kno.
 
Steve North
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 08:59:25 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ed Lotto <eel2@LEHIGH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Anticanonicity
 
Ed and Steve,
 
Ok, I've been a lurker here long enough.  Or, to be more accurate, I've been
deleting most of the msgs without reading them long enough.  I guess the first
point I would suggest is that every cultural group has a canon of some sort.
After all, we hear about the bible of baseball or of car racing or whatever.
It seems to me that a group of shared texts, texts that are valued and read
among some group, helps create a kind of coherence, at the cost always of
some degree of coercion, and probably makes communication among members of
that group if not possible at least more efficient.   The problem with THE
CANON is that it is the cultural formation of a group of people who have been
in power for a long time and want to use the canon to help them keep this
power. Now it is hard to define this group, but white, Anglo-Saxons, or
Anglophiles in general, comes sort of close, but there are certainly women and
minorities who identify with the group and are members.  I also think that a
canon works in a more subtle way to help to create a sense of group identity,
to shape actions, and to give a kind of pleasure to members of the group.
They are very powerful, and I am not surprised that people cling to them with
the strength they do.
 
The other interesting question here, in my mind, is the degree to which
knowing THE CANON builds our cultural capital.  I am not sure about this. It
sure doesn't help much in most comp. circles, but it sure does among a lot of
people who are important, like a lot of administrators, parents, and,in
general, the 20% of the American population who have most of the income these
days.  I'm not sure what influence it has for the top 1% who really control
things, but that's because I don't know any of those people.  I also suspect
it doesn't have much influence on the 80% of the population who are getting
screwed in the present economy.  So I find the CANON worrisome since it seems
to be part of the cultural formation that helps create the tremendously
unequal distribution in our country right now.
 
Well, I will be gone for several days, but hope this discussion continues.
 
Ed Lotto
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 08:07:44 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Patricia LaCoste <plc@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      English Departments and Anticanonicity
In-Reply-To:  <01I6BDA6QOJM8Y9ROG@asu.edu>
 
I guess George and I are going to continue belatedly responsed to one
another; for me making ends meet gets in the way.  However, I'd like to
continue, and I hope that no one minds.
 
Thanks for your response, George.  I think I get a better sense of what
you mean, and I actually agree that there should be connections between
lit and comp for those who want to make them.  What I've been trying to
argue is that the connection between lit and comp seems based _more_ (not
exclusively) on proximity and history than on clear connections between
what I would argue are separate disciplines in a more traditional sense.
 
What I am _not_ arguing is that traditional separations are valid, right,
the best way to go....  I think that connections, what we call
interdisciplinary work, go _much_ further than English department doors.
This is the reason that I dragged the canon thread into this.  I haven't
done much with lit since the first year of my MA, so I guess I qualify as
a "straight comp" person.  But I do know the basics of the literary
canon.  The canon I wish I'd had, however, is the philosophical one.
I've had more need of Nietzsche, Kant, des Cartes, etc., in the past 4
years than I've had of Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton one.  I've gotten
some of it, but there's a lot I have to do on my own.  If English weren't
so separate from other disciplines (who are also separate from each
other), maybe it would've been easier for me to work with other canons.
At UWM, I should add, it's actually easier to connect to these other
canons than in the other places I've been (mostly because of degree
requirements), that's part of why I came here.
 
I'm having trouble pulling this together, and I hope I don't sound too
scattered or too belligerent.  I am not saying that we shouldn't connect
to other disciplines, including literature; I am asking why literature is
the paramount connection.  If practicality is the primary reason, so be
it.  What I'm after is a better understanding of the workings of
disciplinarity on the theoretical level as well as on the practical
level.  I haven't had to do lit in 6-7 years, so this isn't about my
feeling mistreated.  The more work I do, however, the more I question the
specific connections that are being maintained.
 
There are about 27 other things I'd like to say, but I'll save them.
Making ends meet calls.
 
Patricia
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 09:24:10 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: query:  percentage of TAs teaching comp
 
At Clemson in the fall we have 95 sections of 101 scheduled. About 40 will
be taught by TAs, about 13 by regular tenured or tenure track faculty, the
rest by instructors (who make terrible lmoney, but who do have benefits,
and teach a 4/4 load).   Beth Daniell
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 09:32:46 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Anticanonicity
 
I agree that the ignorance of some comp people is appalling, but the
ignorance of some literati about writing and pedagogy and literacy is also
appalling. For my money, I'd rather a rhet/comp person know about Labov
than Skelton. Now that I think about it, maybe a lit person would be better
off in this world knowing about Labov.
                                                                Beth Daniell
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 09:27:16 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ed Lotto <eel2@LEHIGH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: English Departments and Anticanonicity
 
Patricia,
 
Thanks for such an intriguing post.  I really like the question of why comp
should have its primary connection with lit. At some rather dull level, the
answer might be something like reading and writing are really two sides of the
same coin, whatever that means.  But that doesn't really convince me, and I
too wish I had more chance in grad school to read Kant and Nietzsche and other
philosophers, although I did do some in courses on romantic lit.  Maybe one
way to look at lit departments is by saying they are in the business of canon
formation.  Now, does this have any value for us?  Somehow I think it does,
but can't put my finger on how.  I do think I get a certain amount of pleasure
from the canon, but that may be simply because I was trained in it, I answered
its call or interpellation at one point in my life and it is a part of me.
For someone who hasn't felt that call, the canon may seem just sort of stupid.
There also is the question of cultural capital that Steven North keeps
worrying.
 
The other issue is that I tend to think, to some degree, that people learn
styles and other aspects of writing by reading a lot. I know this is a
questionable premise, but I can't get it out of my head.  So in aligning
ourselves with lit, we are aligning ourselves with a very powerful "style" for
lack of a better word.  There are good and bad things about this alliance.  I,
for one, would hate to see it broken completely, but then again I am getting
old and maybe my vision of the world is on its way out.
 
Ed Lotto
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 06:48:27 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Qualley <djq@GONZO.CC.WWU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: English Departments and Anticanonicity
X-To:         Patricia LaCoste <plc@csd.uwm.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.91.960627074157.24204B-100000@alpha2.csd.uwm.edu>
 
Patrcia,
        Like you I am pretty much a straight comp person and I did do a
doctorate that allowed me to make connections in other
fields--philosophy, ethnography, education, psychology.  (And yes,
philosophy--especially theories of epistemology were the most helpful for my
own work).  One way to think about the literature--composition
connection, however is not simply in terms of content, but in terms of
processes, reading and writing.
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 10:13:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: English Departments and Anticanonicity
In-Reply-To:  <199606271327.JAA45117@ns4-1.CC.Lehigh.EDU>
 
> On Thu, 27 Jun 1996, Ed Lotto wrote:
>
> ...I really like the question of why comp should have its primary
> connection with lit. At some rather dull level, the answer might be
> something like reading and writing are really two sides of the same
> coin....
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
        At our college, we have titled our FYC literally "Techniques of
Reading and Writing," but full-time faculty are free to use virtually
anything as writing stimulus.  We have one person who has two students
build a structure out of Lego blocks, then has her class describe the
step-by-step process so that anyone could duplicate the process using the
same materials.  In first semester, I frequently use _Bill Moyers Reports_
videos or short feature-films like _The Gray Fox_ that have no available
print equivalents as stimulus material for writing in specific modes.  As
a matter of fact, I find that my nontraditional students actually expect
nontraditional stimulus, and they bristle when a standard anthology
reading is assigned to them.
 
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
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     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 09:00:32 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         richard lloyd jones <rljones@BLUE.WEEG.UIOWA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960626110953.356766A-100000@INDYVAX.IUPUI.EDU>
 
Almost 30 years ago Iowa, Iowa State, Drake, and Northern Iowa under the
leadership of Dick Braddock established an Advanced Standing Program in
parallel to Advanced Placement in order to offer AS courses in high
school to be like our freshman writing courses. It took a couple of years
of negotiation among the colleges and the 20 largest HS districts but
eventually it was created with joint approval. Teachers were to be given
freedom to design their courses, but they first had to attend 8-week
workshops at the colleges.  The Workshops were to be financed by the feds
under the Institute programs. Three years fine--money quit.  The courses
continued until accreditated teachers ran out; each college set its won
rules for credit, but it was effective enough that the HS tchrs were much
sought after by school districts.  jix
 
On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Kim Brian Lovejoy wrote:
 
> We have had several high school teachers in our area express an interest
> in teaching our first-year comp course to high school seniors for college
> credit.  I would be interested in knowing if anyone on the WPA listserv
> has such a program in place.  Has the WPA taken a position on the
> teaching of FYC to high school seniors?  Any information would be helpful.
>
> Kim Brian Lovejoy
> Associate Professor of English
> Indiana University/Indianapolis
>
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 09:37:30 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Tere Hogue <tmhogue@INDYUNIX.IUPUI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.ULT.3.91.960626204546.2401B-100000@gonzo.cc.wwu.edu>
 
Here, here.  Programs that allow students to take "college" writing
courses while in high school also forget that often, in an effective
freshman comp classroom, much more can go on than just the practice of
writing.  Especially on large campuses whereon freshman may be sitting in
classes of 100 - 500 students, the writing classroom with (it is hoped)
much smaller enrollments may be the only opportunity incoming freshman
have to truly interact with a faculty member on a one-to-one basis during
writing conferences, or receive the individualized feedback those faculty
usually care enough to give students concerning their written work.
Aspects of acclimation to the complexities of college life also can be
eased in smaller, collabortively-based  classes, etc.  Students allowed to
"get out of" freshman comp while taking it as, I'm sorry, a glorified high
school English course are disserved in myriad ways ---
 
Tere Molinder-Hogue
Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis
CA 502L
425 University Blvd.
Indpls., IN  46202
 
On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Donna Qualley wrote:
 
> Here in Washington, many of us at the university are battling against the
> move to teach college writing in the high school (regardless of who
> teaches it) for all the reasons people have been mentioning. Look at the
> assumptions about writing that such a move implies.  Once again we see the
> American penchant for hurrying development.  College writing is college
> writing not because of the form or the assignment but because of the
> intellectual developmental needed to engage in more complex and
> complicated forms of thinking.
>
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 10:46:00 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Linked Courses:  Composition and ....
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.91.960627074157.24204B-100000@alpha2.csd.uwm.edu>
 
> On Thu, 27 Jun 1996, Patricia LaCoste wrote:
>
> ...I'm having trouble pulling this together, and I hope I don't sound too
> scattered or too belligerent.  I am not saying that we shouldn't connect
> to other disciplines, including literature; I am asking why literature is
> the paramount connection....
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
        I wonder if anyone is working with 'linked composition,' the
scenario in which comp. is linked with a different subject so that all
writings echo the 'linked' subject.  In some regions this is both popular
and viable.  At some institutions, composition is linked (co-taught) with
Art History, Criminal Justice, Anthropology, Political Science, and even
Mathmatics with comp. writings reflecting the other subject area.
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
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     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 08:04:52 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
X-To:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960627101506.28876B-100000@DGS>
 
Chet,
 
We have three sections of English 101 and three sections of English 102
linked to engineering.  Students are in a special engineering program in
which they take all their courses together.  In composition, the
engineering students write the same genres as the students in other
sections do, but they write about topics in the field.
 
Best,
Duane
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
X-To:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960627101506.28876B-100000@DGS>
 
Chet,
I didn't make clear that those three sections are combined into one
large team-taught class.  That is three teachers are working with about
70 students.
 
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 11:27:02 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         D'Ann George <dgeorge@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960627080042.7336E-100000@general3.asu.edu>
 
Chet,
 
At UNC-Chapel Hill I taught a comp course linked to a psychology 101
course.  I worked closely with the psych prof to develop three writing
assigments and criteria for those assignments.  All workshopping was done
in my class, but he went over the criteria/expectations in his class.
Together we holistically scored the papers and students received the same
grade (on papers) in both classes.  I learned a lot about the discourse
conventions of psychology as a discipline and Dr. Lowman, I think,
learned something about good writing assignments and the complexity of
teaching and evaluating writing.
 
D'Ann George
Writing Program Director
Essex Community College
7201 Rossville Boulevard
Baltimore County, Maryland 21237-3899
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 08:41:29 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gregory R. Glau" <gglau@ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960626110953.356766A-100000@INDYVAX.IUPUI.EDU>
 
Kim,
 
To add one thing I'd forgotten about my experience teaching a college
comp class to HS students: we did it at the high school, which meant
they did their "research" at the HS library . . . and you can imagine
what that was like.  They _could_ have driven 15 miles to the college
campus, but . . .
 
===================================================
Greg Glau
Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition
Arizona State University - Department of English
Tempe, AZ 85287-0302
(602) 965-3898
===================================================
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 11:43:16 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bob Schwegler <RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  Message of Wed, 26 Jun 1996 19:39:00 -0700 (MST) from
              <IACDES@asuvm.inre.asu.edu>
 
David may growl and shake, but I've been associated with some really well
run programs, and when they are tightly controlled they can be terrific.
I think that in such cases the quality of instruction and work can be better
than it is on campuses.  The Ivy League argument against transfer is often
that there is something special about being on "our" campus; if presence on
a campus is so special, then we shouldn't be offering college courses of our
own taught by adjuncts in our city branches or in many of the other places
we offer perfectly good courses.  To do the job right, we need to develop ways
of judging what went on in a course and not rely on some secondary traits such
as location etc.  But there are some really shoddy programs, too.
Bob Schwegler
 
College Writing Program/English
University of Rhode Island
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
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Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 11:48:43 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bob Schwegler <RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  Message of Wed, 26 Jun 1996 19:57:36 -0700 (MST) from
              <IACDES@asuvm.inre.asu.edu>
 
David,
Good question.  What I'm talking about is a program that has a distinct design
(syllabus etc.) for a campus course and that uses precisely the same design
(syllabus) for a course taught in the high school by high school teachers whose
 
qualifications are the equal of or superior to many of the campus staff.  I'm
also talking about a course that requires about a week's worth of training for
the H.S. staff, that includes several visitations per year by the campus
faculty, and that gives papers generated in the H.S. sections targeted readings
to make sure that they are the equivalents of work being done in the campus
 
sections.  Anything less would make me growl, too.  The financial aspects can
be a real bog, and a way to keep everybody happy by, in effect, giving things
away, unless the program is really tightly run.  In my experience, a tightly-
run program costs a district a good deal because it has to limit the load
and non-teaching assignments of the instructor (and sometimes work out a deal
with the union).  It requires careful supervision (hence faculty and
administrative time-money) from the college.  And it tends to have a relatively
 
small enrollment because the course is so demanding.  The presence of non-
college credit students in the course can be limited by fiat in states
permitting such enrollment policies and by requiring the same amount of work
 
 
 
and using the same grading standards for all students when state policy does
not allow for exclusion.  If they have to do the work and live up to the stan-
dards, almost all students are willing to pay the (generally) minimal tuition.
Most schools and programs make exceptions for students who can't afford the
cost.  The students who are "excluded" in this way have the opportunity to take
one of the many other high-quality options available to twelfth graders.  I'm
not being ironic here.  Almost all the schools that offer well-regulated dual
enrollment programs have strong English offerings to begin with.  I would
be suspicious of the quality of any program that cooperated with a school
that did not provide good programs of its own.  I don't think everyone
 
 
 
is ready for a dual-enrollment program, even good students and good writers.
I would like to see a school with a senior class of about 200 offer one AP
section for students, one dual enrollment section, and at least five or more
college prep sections.  (I'd also like to see some other options.)  The per-
centages could vary, somewhat, but I think that the course should not
be the only "prestigious" option or the only attractive one for people who
enjoy writing or who want to spend time on their writing.
 
      Weak programs are just as bad as the other folks on the list seem to
suggest, of course.  Perhaps the WPA might spend some time looking into
 
programs nationwide to help wpas, departments, and other administrators
take some action to encourage the best programs and discourage others.
Bob Schwegler
English/College Writing Program
University of Rhode Island
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Tim Peeples <peeples@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960627101506.28876B-100000@DGS>
 
>         I wonder if anyone is working with 'linked composition,' the
> scenario in which comp. is linked with a different subject so that all
> writings echo the 'linked' subject.  In some regions this is both popular
> and viable.  At some institutions, composition is linked (co-taught) with
> Art History, Criminal Justice, Anthropology, Political Science, and even
> Mathmatics with comp. writings reflecting the other subject area.
>       Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
>
 
I'm not sure how the program works today, but in 1990 when I directed the
English course portion of and was part of a team setting up the first
minority pre-engineering summer program at Northern Arizona University,
we set up the program so that the composition component played off of the
physics and basic engineering concepts being taught in the other two
components of the program.  At least half of my students were L1 Spanish
speakers who had been in contexts where English was the primary language
for two or fewer years.  Linking was especially helpful for these students.
 
Before I left West Georgia College (now the State University of West
Georgia), I was also involved in trying to start a WAC program.  Our
initial moves were to establish linked courses with enthusiastic faculty
in other departments.  That got off the ground after I left, but the one
worry I had was the worry that linking composition would place it in even
more of a "service" orientation.  To off-set this structurally, I was
arguing that 1) the composition portion of the linked course should carry
as many course credits and hours as the "content" portion, and 2) the
"content" instructor should sit in on the composition class periods as
often as the composition instructor sits in the content course.  As I
said, we were working with only the most enthusiastic folks ;-)
 
Tim Peeples                             Rhetoric & Composition, and
Purdue University                       Professional & Technical Writing
peeples@omni.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 14:08:41 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960627101506.28876B-100000@DGS>
 
    We have "linked" courses (we call them "paired") at the experimental
    stage.  In my opinion they haven't yet worked out well, because the
    teachers of the writing courses are less powerful TAs and adjuncts,
    while the teachers of the other courses are more powerful tenure-line
    faculty.  No guidelines have been set up to require participation by
    tenure-line faculty (by which I mean meeting with the writing teacher,
    reading papers, anything), so the result has been that the writing
    teachers have done most of the "linking" work, and when that is not
    possible, they have linked thematically (vaguely), rather than trying
    anything more clearly connected to the other course.  A new person is
    in charge of them this year; she plans to stick to the thematic link
    and work with the writing instructors rather than focus on getting the
    writing instructors working with the teachers of the other subjects.
 
    Mara Holt
    English/Ellis 385
    Ohio University
    Athens, OH  45701
    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 13:23:59 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Katy Gottschalk <kkg1@CORNELL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses:  Composition and ....
 
Joan Graham (University of Washington, Interdisciplinary Writing Program)
has for many years run linked courses.  She's at jbgraham@u.washington.edu
and could no doubt give you more information.  Are you on the list, Joan?
Katy G.
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
>        I wonder if anyone is working with 'linked composition,' the
>scenario in which comp. is linked with a different subject so that all
>writings echo the 'linked' subject.  In some regions this is both popular
>and viable.  At some institutions, composition is linked (co-taught) with
>Art History, Criminal Justice, Anthropology, Political Science, and even
>Mathmatics with comp. writings reflecting the other subject area.
>
>      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
>
>       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
>      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
>         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
>     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Katy Gottschalk
JSKWP, 159 GS
5-4061
kkg1@cornell.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 13:59:15 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
X-To:         Katy Gottschalk <kkg1@CORNELL.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <v02130505adf881c563fd@[132.236.124.233]>
 
> On Thu, 27 Jun 1996, Katy Gottschalk wrote:
>
> Joan Graham (University of Washington, Interdisciplinary Writing Program)
> has for many years run linked courses.  She's at jbgraham@u.washington.edu
> and could no doubt give you more information.  Are you on the list, Joan?
>                                                               Katy G.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Katy,
        Washington State seems a hotbed of course-linking.  The
Washington Center for Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education
lists 27 colleges and universities, just in that state, which link courses
or have composition or advanced composition as a component in a federated
learning community.  On this scale, I would guess that it has passed the
experimental stage.
 
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 11:15:03 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Anticanonicity
X-To:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Anticanonicity, From: Beth Daniell <dbeth
 
>I agree that the ignorance of some comp people is appalling, but the
>ignorance of some literati about writing and pedagogy and literacy is also
>appalling. For my money, I'd rather a rhet/comp person know about Labov
>than Skelton. Now that I think about it, maybe a lit person would be better
>off in this world knowing about Labov.
>                                                                Beth Daniell
 
 
A lot better.
 
Alice Roy
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 12:03:52 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/27/96 08:48
 
I have trouble with lots of arguments made against dual enrollment. The
"library" argument is hard to maintain since thousands of students nation wide
are getting good comp instruction at community colleges and small universities
that do not have "reseach" libraries. The issues is being sure that student
have to make use of texts that are appropriately challenging, and this can be
done thru casebooks, on the web, xerox, etc. I am not convinced that the
teachers who teach the dual enrollment courses are any better or worse than
many of the teachers on campus, and, like Bob, I'm not sure that there is
anything magical about the campus environment (but, like Greg, I found the
high school environment somewhat problematic when I taught a course like
this). I am a lot persuaded by the developmental issues. What I worry about is
that it is extremely difficult and expensive to implement this kind of program
with any sort of quality (think how hard it is to maintain some reasonable
standards across sections in our on-campus programs). And it is extremely
tempting financially for institutions to implement the kind of program I
described in a previous post. I also find that students taking advantage of
dual enrollment often do not get any college advising along with it and wind
up taking bizarre collections of courses. It's interesting. Most high-end
private colleges will accept courses that high school student have taken
literally at colleges, but they will not accept courses taught by the colleges
(usually the HS teacher) in the high school--and they ask about this point
specifically in their applications. (My daughter's teacher told the class to
lie). This gets to the context issue, and I think that argument has some merit
as well. Mainly, I am concerned by the fact that there are almost irresistable
temptations to do dual enrollment badly, and all of the profit disappears in
the costs of doing it right.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 13:41:11 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Nick Tingle <tingle@HUMANITAS.UCSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
 
We, at UCSB, have had LINKs on line for about five years now, I think.  We
define a LINK as a writing course (W1 and 2 for Freshmen and
W50--Intermediate Writing) in which all students, in the writing section,
are co-enrolled in the same general education course.  So far we have LINKed
with a variety of courses from a variety of departments: Political Science,
Sociology, Art History, History, Philosophy, Religious Studies, Psychology,
Black Studies, and Biology.
 
We require Instructors in our LINKs to attend as many lectures as possible
for the GE Course, to try to do the readings for that course, and then to
arrange the reading and writing assignments for the writing course in ways
that reflect upon and "resonate" with the GE course.
 
As an experiment in WAC--in trying to make Professors in other departments
become aware of the importance of writing and its educational uses--the
LINKs have not been a success.  Professors have invited writing instructors
to partipate in the formulation of questions for research papers, but that
has been about the extent of our impact on other departments and the ways in
which they teach.
 
Still, I believe LINKs have been beneficial for our independent Writing
Program. The LINKs have made us, mostly lecturers, more visible on campus
generally.  We now have our feet in more doors.  When I step outside for a
cup of coffee these days, I may find myself talking with Professors in
Biology or Political Science as frequently as I find myself talking to
Professors in the English Department.
 
Also, students like LINKs.  Over and over, they report that the LINKs have
helped them with the GE course, not just in understanding and memorizing the
materials of that course, but in making the whole experience more
meaningful.  Further, given the pre-professional bent of many of our
students, many like writing on materials that may apply to their majors.
 
Finally, I believe that LINKs have had a significant impact on the
pedagogies of almost every instructor who has taught one.  LINKs open a door
on the sometimes frightening and disheartening world of lower division
education at a research institution of some 18,000 students.  The experience
has given us all, I think, a broader and deeper grasp of the frequently
alienating conditions that students face upon entry into the university.
The small LINKs writing sections may provide a space in which these
conditions are openly discussed and negotiated.
 
If this means LINKs take on a strong service aspect, then I want to say, so
be it.
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 14:35:55 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ed White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses:  Composition and ....
 
These linked courses--sometimes called writing adjunct courses or other
fancy names--is that they only work when both teachers really respect each
other.  Usually starts out that way, but devolves pretty quickly.  The whole
business falls apart when the art historian, etc., starts to treat the
composition person as a paper grader for the REAL teacher.  I don't know any
way to prevent this from happening under present circumstances.
 
    --Ed White
 
>I wonder if anyone is working with 'linked composition,' the
>scenario in which comp. is linked with a different subject so that all
>writings echo the 'linked' subject.  In some regions this is both popular
>and viable.  At some institutions, composition is linked (co-taught) with
>Art History, Criminal Justice, Anthropology, Political Science, and even
>Mathmatics with comp. writings reflecting the other subject area.
>
~~~~~~~~
>      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 14:51:33 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ed White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
On college comp in high school, David says,
. . . I am a lot persuaded by the developmental issues. What I worry about is
>that it is extremely difficult and expensive to implement this kind of program
>with any sort of quality (think how hard it is to maintain some reasonable
>standards across sections in our on-campus programs). . .. This gets to the
context issue, and I think that argument has some merit
>as well. Mainly, I am concerned by the fact that there are almost irresistable
>temptations to do dual enrollment badly, and all of the profit disappears in
>the costs of doing it right.
 
I have thought ever since reading Bartholomae's "Inventing the University"
that the most fundamental argument for college comp was that it introduces
students into the higher education discourse community:  THIS is how we say
things at the university.  If that argument holds, no one can get this in
high school, whoever teaches it however well.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 17:33:08 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         JDSOMMERS@MIAVX3.MID.MUOHIO.EDU
Subject:      wpa summer conf
 
D'Ann
 
Alpha Charters (1-800-424-5019) and UTS (1-800-339-0323) both provide shuttle
service from the Cincinnati airport to Oxford.
 
Jeff Sommers
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 17:35:20 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         JDSOMMERS@MIAVX3.MID.MUOHIO.EDU
Subject:      wpa summer conf
 
I should have added to my last post that Alpha Charters charges $50 one-way shuttle van for up to 3 people, $5 for 4th person.  UTS charges $30 per person
each way.  Hope that helps.
 
Jeff Sommers
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 14:00:43 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
 
Check with Joan Graham at the University of Washington, where they have a
fine "linked" course program.
 
Sue McLeod
 
>>         I wonder if anyone is working with 'linked composition,' the
>> scenario in which comp. is linked with a different subject so that all
>> writings echo the 'linked' subject.  In some regions this is both popular
>> and viable.  At some institutions, composition is linked (co-taught) with
>> Art History, Criminal Justice, Anthropology, Political Science, and even
>> Mathmatics with comp. writings reflecting the other subject area.
>>       Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
>>
>
>I'm not sure how the program works today, but in 1990 when I directed the
>English course portion of and was part of a team setting up the first
>minority pre-engineering summer program at Northern Arizona University,
>we set up the program so that the composition component played off of the
>physics and basic engineering concepts being taught in the other two
>components of the program.  At least half of my students were L1 Spanish
>speakers who had been in contexts where English was the primary language
>for two or fewer years.  Linking was especially helpful for these students.
>
>Before I left West Georgia College (now the State University of West
>Georgia), I was also involved in trying to start a WAC program.  Our
>initial moves were to establish linked courses with enthusiastic faculty
>in other departments.  That got off the ground after I left, but the one
>worry I had was the worry that linking composition would place it in even
>more of a "service" orientation.  To off-set this structurally, I was
>arguing that 1) the composition portion of the linked course should carry
>as many course credits and hours as the "content" portion, and 2) the
>"content" instructor should sit in on the composition class periods as
>often as the composition instructor sits in the content course.  As I
>said, we were working with only the most enthusiastic folks ;-)
>
>Tim Peeples                             Rhetoric & Composition, and
>Purdue University                       Professional & Technical Writing
>peeples@omni.cc.purdue.edu
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 17:46:50 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         JDSOMMERS@MIAVX3.MID.MUOHIO.EDU
Subject:      wpa summer conference
 
As of this posting, I will be off e-mail until late August.  If you have
questions about the WPA Summer Conference, leave me a voice mail message
at 513 727-3260 and I'll get back to you.  Thanks1
 
Jeff Sommers
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 11:55:59 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Ben Reynolds, Coordinator,
              Academic Programs" <Ben.Reynolds@JHU.EDU>
Organization: Center for Talented Youth, The Johns Hopkins University
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
 
Piquant but irrelevant factoid:
We have a study that shows that students who do best in our fast-paced science courses
(a year of h.s. science in three weeks) tend to have very high SAT I-Verbal scores.
 
No, we don't use that info for placement.
 
Edward White wrote:
>
> Keith, I appreciate your challenge here to the problem of using an
> invalid m/c for placement as long as it seems to work.  The problem is
> complicated by the unreliability (inconsistency) of most essay tests,
> which are usually made up of a single essay and not well designed or
> scored.  But these are really two different issues.  We CAN do essay
> testing well, but we can't make a passive m/c test into a writing test.
> Suppose you also got better results for writing placement from the MATH
> portion of the ACT (which you very well might).  Or even from an even
> simpler measure: parental income?  Would you want to use it?  --Ed White
> >
--
 
Ben Reynolds                       Ben.Reynolds@Jhu.edu
Coordinator, Academic Programs     http://jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu/~ewt2/
Center for Talented Youth (CTY)    Voice: (410) 516-0161
Institute for the Academic Advancement of Youth (IAAY)
The Johns Hopkins University       Fax:   (410) 516-0804
3400 North Charles Street          Baltimore, MD 21218 USA
 
What's IAAY?! See --> http://www.jhu.edu/~gifted/announce.html
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 17:14:38 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         George Otte <GOTBB@CUNYVM.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: English Departments and Anticanonicity
In-Reply-To:  Message of Thu, 27 Jun 1996 08:07:44 -0500 from <plc@CSD.UWM.EDU>
 
I agree with everything you say, Patricia, and I'm tempted to let it go
with that, but that would hardly be in character, now would it?
 
I was certainly never arguing for a status-quo-with-a-revisionist-twist
perspective, but I was arguing (as Sondra and Ira and I must argue about
that grad program) about what to make of lit-comp connections precisely
because lit & comp are so thrown together--so much so, not so incidentally,
that both kinds of jobs (and increasingly hybrid mixes) get advertised
in the same place.  And I certainly don't want to say that there's
something automatically right with that.  I've been through the whole
gamut--had my textbooks dismissed as non-publications, been told I
really should have thought about high-school teaching because I prefer
BW and ESL courses to upper division lit electives, even been told
I had better publish some lit articles to show I can because
no one in his right mind would want to be a post-tenure writing director.
(I published them too--it's not that hard.  And that was longer ago
than I like to think and I'm still a writing director.)
 
So I hope no one thinks I'm sounding some sort of clarion call to
embrace literature.  I was a lit major as an undergrad, got sick of
it even then, did an MA in history, an interdisciplinary PhD, and got
transmogrified into a compositionist by sheer accident--and the
determination of an isolated autodidact to figure out what in the
hell I was supposed to be doing.  (It was that reading that brought
me to CUNY: so much of it was coming out of there, I figured I ought to
go check the place out.)  I think you're right about the relative
worthwhileness of Nietzsche et al.  (And not least of all Labov--I
loved Alice's response to that--I just told an ESL colleague 2 days
ago that if I had to do it all over again, I would probably go the
(socio-)linguistics route.  The most exciting stuff I've read in the
past couple years has been the critical language study stuff that
Les Faigley's book put me on to.)
 
So why literature?  Because it's there. Or rather here--where so
many of us are.  You're absolutely right, Patricia, about politics
and proximity, but that's just part of it.  Lit people are master
thieves--Lacan from pomo psych, Derrida from pomo philosophy,
Geertz from pomo anthropology, etc. etc.  This is the closest thing
I can get to interdisciplinarity in the confines of one department:
to be in English. Postmodern before we were saying that (much less
pomo), Foucault--my great love way back when I was doing that
MA in history and who I honesttoGod haven't read since--has this
tension in the Discourse on Language between Inclination and Institution
(or something like that . . . some Foucauldian is going to nail me).
Anyway, I always found F kind of hard to understand (if anyone can
identify), so I translated those poles into I WANNA and I GOTTA.
I WANNA roam throughout the groves of academe, engaging in acts of
benign plagiarism, talking about (and even teaching) things I really
only have smatterings of.  (To a large extent, this is what I in fact
do.)  I GOTTA belong somewhere--and so I belong in English. And I
find that's not such a bad place to be, that I would rather be situated
thus than otherwise, otherwheres.
 
That, I realize is 1) not a very satisfactory response, in part because
2) it's not so different from what you were saying in the first place.
Jameson (my hero) talks about the importance of utopian thinking--and I think
you're trying to push the discussion that way, judgingmwhat is on the basis
of what, ideally, should be, and I may be talking too much about making do.
I think there's more to be said for the connection--Donna's point about
lit and comp people being text people (reading/writing people in a time
when we're much more aware of the overlaps and interfaces) is a good one,
deserves to be developed further--but I've already matched your 60+-line
response and then some, so I'll shut up.  (And I didn't even get to talk
about linked courses.)   --George
 
George Otte, Director of Writing Programs
Baruch College, CUNY
Doctoral Faculty in English, CUNY Graduate Center
GOTBB@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 16:33:24 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kris Hansen <HANSENK@JKHBHRC.BYU.EDU>
Organization: Brigham Young University
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
 
To Nick Tingle:
 
Thanks for your description of LINKs courses.  It sounds as if the
lecturers are doing all the work to make the links successful--not
surprising, given the power differential between them and the
professors who teach the "subject matter course."  But it seems to me
that the university administration and the departments for whom you
are rendering the valuable service of mitigating the alienation
students feel should know that your work very likely is the reason
more first year students don't just drop out.  That ought to be worth
something tangible in the university reward system--I mean there
should be more here than the satisfaction of knowing that you are
doing something valuable.
 
Kristine Hansen
English Department
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602
(801) 378-4775
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Jun 1996 16:23:42 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Linked Courses: Composition and ....
 
Kris is on to something here.  Our "linked" courses are actually small
learning communities which we are turning into freshman seminars, and one
of the side benefits we found (didn't think about this but it's obvious
once you do) is that our freshman retention rates shot up (don't have the
figures from "before," but Ido  remember that they went up to 80% in the
groups with learning communities).  The administration was interested, to
say the least!  That's how we finally sold the idea of the frosh. seminar
and got it through.
 
Sue McLeod
 
>To Nick Tingle:
>
>Thanks for your description of LINKs courses.  It sounds as if the
>lecturers are doing all the work to make the links successful--not
>surprising, given the power differential between them and the
>professors who teach the "subject matter course."  But it seems to me
>that the university administration and the departments for whom you
>are rendering the valuable service of mitigating the alienation
>students feel should know that your work very likely is the reason
>more first year students don't just drop out.  That ought to be worth
>something tangible in the university reward system--I mean there
>should be more here than the satisfaction of knowing that you are
>doing something valuable.
>
>Kristine Hansen
>English Department
>Brigham Young University
>Provo, UT 84602
>(801) 378-4775
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jun 1996 06:50:49 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Patricia LaCoste <plc@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: English Departments and Anticanonicity
In-Reply-To:  <01I6EOUUD33M8X4I9X@asu.edu>
 
George,
 
You are right about the utopian move.  Since I'm dissertating, I'm trying
to think about what is, what could be, what should be, and what will be
all at the same time.  It sounds like we are looking at the problem of
the lit/comp connection from two related positions, both utopian at some
level.  Yours is the position of "what is" with an emphasis on the
theoretical/philosophical reasons about why this is a good thing; mine is
the position of "what could be" with an emphasis on questioning the
status quo and suggesting alternatives.
 
You are also right about institution and inclination.
 
Patricia
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jun 1996 09:17:07 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         richard lloyd jones <rljones@BLUE.WEEG.UIOWA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: accommodating rhet/comp grad work
In-Reply-To:  <9606252229.AA38734@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu>
 
Doug Hesse bragged about Illinois State in a rencent message,
although he
apologized for self praise.  I visited the University in the 60s and in
the 90s and I say that if anything, he understated the remarkable focus
and goodwill within the department.  It was an unhappy place in the 60s,
but now the many sub-sections of interest that make up departments of
English are astonishingly understanding of each others
interests--understanding, not just tolerant--and make real effort to see
that teaching teachers AND scholars is part of everyone's mission.  Over
a half century I have seen other departments do very well, but Illinois
State still stands as notable.  Doug need not apologize.
        I might note that between my two visits the department had
exceptional leadership in Charlie Harris and Ron Fortune. To be sure, the
whole department has to be involved, but the leaders helped create an
aura of trust by drawing out from individuals the work each could do well.
        Because D of Es are really departments of miscellaneous,
catch-alls for programs that don't fit elsewhere, they often harbor
neglected people. Comp, film, theater, journalism, medieval, American
lit, creative writng, culture studies, ethnic studies, on and on.
Journalism and speech and often linguistics simply went away, but that
has not been an altogether satisfactory solution for English or for those
who left. Comp studies are notable in that they provided the base for
American departments to exist and yet they lost out, partly because they
sometimes did little to help students' writing or promote new knowledge.
        The issue for any department chair--and department--is learn how
to resolve conflict without war in providing instuction in reading and
writing at all levels of competence.  Conflict is not bad; it is
inevitable, and it creates energy.  Responding to conflict by sulking in
the corner certainly doesn't work any better than constant warfare.
Recontextualizing problems helps; so does separating the problems from the
people who seem to create them.  Efforts to learn the assumptions of
opponents helps, too.  In the early stages of the English Coalition
meeting even people who basically agreed with each other had to get over
the barriers of different vocabularies and scholarly citations among K
through Grad teachers.
        Yes, we have problem departments and some problems in healthy
departments, but we don't really have any way of knowing how many of each
we have.  Severe problems cause wailing; happy folks usually keep their
mouths shut, perhaps fearing the wrath of gods chastising excessive pride
or perhaps just not wanting to seem to be braggarts. Solutions have to be
local, but I'd concentrate on internal politics before I launched into
great programs of re-structuring.   peace   jix
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Ed's point is an interesting one, and pretty persuasive at first glance.  I
think a lot of us would like to give assent to it.  But I think we ought to
examine it and our assumptions a bit more.  Where does this discourse
community exist?  On the campus (literally)?  That's the assumption we are
making.  It is, of course, a mental/cultural community, and probably exists
or arises from reading-writing-speaking experiences that occur to a great
extent in the classroom (with the help of other things in the campus
community, but by no means the necessary help).  If it is necessary to be
"on campus" to enter this community, then most commuter students (who often
complain of their isolation from campus intellectual and social life) cannot
enter this community, nor can students in prison-based courses, in distance
learning settings, in the courses my university teaches in a downtown office
building etc.  We could argue, of course, that there is something in the H.S.
setting that makes entry into the discourse community impossible, but from
my experience (and it is extensive--having supervised some 60-70 high schools
offering such courses) it is possible for almost all courses in a well-run
program to offer a "discursive" exprience at least the equal of the many
sections of comp offered at large (and prestigious) universities.  The
evaluations conducted in the programs I worked with suggested that students
got an academic experience quite similar to those of on-campus students but
did not have the same social experience.  But neither do many students who
commute or attend college part time, and we do not seem to have the same
kind of worries about the quality of their experience.  (We usually acknowledge
that something might be missing but do not view it as undermining the quality
of their academic work in a course.)  The more we press arguments about setting
rather than quality of work or academic experience and rely on indirect
measures like the status of the faculty (h.s. rather than college--without
looking at specific credentials), the more we get into trouble because we are
beginning to criticize the quality of many of the other courses we teach.
(The "we" here really includes me, since I can easily make the same criticisms
of the courses that others have.)
     But having defended the courses in a way, let me acknowledge that the
I agree pretty much with David's conclusions: there are a lot of incentives
for running weak programs.  I have worked with two very good ones, and the
the key seems to be the extent to which institutional (or comp program) pride
and reputation are identified with the program.  If our social capital is
invested in the program (if we personally and institutional  identify with the
program in a public way) then we seem to protect our investment and try to
keep the program and our investment flourising.  At least I think this is
what happens.  (I also suspect there is a mixed metaphor in there, but I can't
seem to get back to the preceding screen.)  I think there is a warning implicit
in David's post: watch out for weak, poorly supervised programs; there are many
such and there are plenty of incentives that cause them to exist and
proliferate.  But the reasons they exist have less to do with the setting than
with the things that also cause weak writing courses and programs to occur
on many campuses.
      This is an awfully long way to respond to the interesting ideas that
Ed raises, and it is a pretty wordy endorsement of David's conclusions.  Hope
it helps move the discussion forward a bit, though.
Bob Schwegler
College Writing Program/English
University of Rhode Island
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
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We're into our fourth year of linked courses at George Mason and the
program continues to grow.  Retention is up and the faculty tend to love
the arrangement, for the collegiality, the intellectual challenge of
cross-disciplinary work, and the extra money they receive per course and
for taking part in faculty development workshops.  In regard to the
imbalance of power between tenure-line teachers from other fields and the
adjunct (and advanced TA) comp teachers, I hope Terry Zawacki, who
directs our program, will comment on the issue.  My observation is that
by our having been aware of this potential problem from the outset and
having made it an issue with the Dean and other administrators, the
effects of the imbalance have been minimized--through stipends, the way
workshops are conducted, and messages of support from the admin.  Maybe
the key move was to establish Terry, a member of our comp faculty, as
Director of Linked Programs in the College of Arts and Sciences, with responsibility for facilitating all
kinds of links, not only those between comp and other subjects.  I can't
speak for Terry, but I'd say her administrative visibility has been a
factor in keeping most of the faculty from other fields from maintaining
ignorant assumptions about respective roles.
        By the way, Terry presented on the linked program at the last WAC
conference in Charleston, and we've proposed an entire session for the
upcoming one.
 
Chris Thaiss
English Dept.
George Mason Univ.
Fairfax, VA 22030
703-993-1196
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On Fri, 28 Jun 1996 06:50:49 -0500 Patricia LaCoste said:
>George,
>You are right about the utopian move.  Since I'm dissertating, I'm trying
>to think about what is, what could be, what should be, and what will be
>all at the same time.  It sounds like we are looking at the problem of
>the lit/comp connection from two related positions, both utopian at some
>level.  Yours is the position of "what is" with an emphasis on the
>theoretical/philosophical reasons about why this is a good thing; mine is
>the position of "what could be" with an emphasis on questioning the
>status quo and suggesting alternatives.
>
>You are also right about institution and inclination.
>
 
Thanks ... I guess.  Actually, it makes me very nervous to be told
that I'm right (though I know you don't mean it in a bad way or
anything). I think you're more right than I am, Patricia--that what
I'm talking about is too much about rapprochements and adjustments a
major part of me bucks against.  There's more to it than that (or
so I keep saying), but I'm not very good at saying/envisioning what.
One part of my receding familiarity with Joyce that stays with me is
a single word.  In the "Scylla and Charybdis" episode, Stephen senses
he's not getting his argument across, concedes to himself that
he's only "almosting" it.  To say that that's what I've been doing
thus far with the lit/comp thing (I really can't come up with a
better noun at the moment--characteristically) would be putting it
kindly.           --George
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On Fri, 28 Jun 1996 09:17:07 -0500 richard lloyd jones said (in part):
>        Because D of Es are really departments of miscellaneous,
>catch-alls for programs that don't fit elsewhere, they often harbor
>neglected people. Comp, film, theater, journalism, medieval, American
>lit, creative writng, culture studies, ethnic studies, on and on.
>Journalism and speech and often linguistics simply went away, but that
>has not been an altogether satisfactory solution for English or for those
>who left. Comp studies are notable in that they provided the base for
>American departments to exist and yet they lost out, partly because they
>sometimes did little to help students' writing or promote new knowledge.
>        The issue for any department chair--and department--is learn how
>to resolve conflict without war in providing instuction in reading and
>writing at all levels of competence.  Conflict is not bad; it is
>inevitable, and it creates energy.  Responding to conflict by sulking in
>the corner certainly doesn't work any better than constant warfare.
>Recontextualizing problems helps; so does separating the problems from the
>people who seem to create them.  Efforts to learn the assumptions of
>opponents helps, too.  In the early stages of the English Coalition
>meeting even people who basically agreed with each other had to get over
>the barriers of different vocabularies and scholarly citations among K
>through Grad teachers.
 
       There, Patricia: that's what I was trying to say (at least a major
part of it). Thanks, Jix.                --George Otte
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As someone trained in literature and composition who has continued to work
in both fields throughout my career (I have been co-director of the
Rhetoric Program here, continue to be co-director of the Writing Center,
and teach regularly in the Humanities Program and the English Department, I
have followed the discussion of writing programs/English Departments,
canonicity/anti-canonicity with interest.  I am sympathetic with those who
express discontent at attitudes sometimes expressed toward their work by
folks who are literature specialists.  I have less sympathy when righteous
indignation at such behavior seems to provoke hostility to literature
generally or to skepticism about the use of teaching (and therefore
studying) literature at all.  Certainly I don't think that a narrow focus
on some established canon of works is a good thing; certainly study of
Foucault and Derrida and Lacan is a good thing for English majors as well
as for philosophy and other majors (occasionally I teach a literary theory
course that introduces undergraduates to such thinkers).  But to do
understand Derrida & company, ideally we ought to be well acquainted with
the "canon" in western humanities--for whom does Derrida write about?
Plato, Aristotle, Nietzsche, Heidegger.  If you want to read Richard Rorty,
good postmodern American pragmatist as he is, whom must we read?  Proust,
Nietzsche, Heidegger, Derrida, Orwell, Nabokov, Larkin.
 
I would hope, in other words, that we read these folks (not all English
lit, of course) so that we (and our students) can enter in the extended
conversation that constitutes our culture.  Not just so that we can hold
our own with our English department colleagues, but so that we can know the
ways in which the concerns of our culture(s) have been articulated.
 
One other reason for reading literature, broadly defined, and for teaching
our students to read it, too.  This is Richard Rorty, from _Contingency,
Irony, and Solidarity_ (1989):
 
"The process of coming to see other human beings as 'one of us' rather than
as 'them' is a matter of detailed description of what unfamiliar people are
like and of redescription of what we ourselves are like.  This is a task
not for theory but for genres such as ethnography, the journalist's report,
the comic book, the docudrama, and, especially, the novel.  Fiction like
that of Dickens, Olive Schreiner, or Richard Wright gives us the details
about kinds of suffering being endured by people to whom we had previously
not attended.  Fiction like that of Choderlos de Laclos, Henry James, or
Nabokov gives us the details about what sorts of cruelty we ourselves are
capable of, and thereby lets us redescribe ourselves.  That is why the
novel, the movie, and the TV program have, gradually but steadily, replaced
the sermon and the treatise as the principal vehicles of moral change and
progress" (xvi).
 
There you have it, a good old-fashioned moral reason coming from a good
new-fashioned philosopher about why we need to read and study
literature--again, literature broadly defined to include many of the genres
composition folks hold dear:  it's good for us, and good for our society.
 
Lowell Frye
Rhetoric & Humanities
Hampden-Sydney College
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A question for colleagues:  I'm helping a teaching assistant from the
History Department design a first-year writing course called "writing about
history". This course will be taught from the history department but count
as a composition  requirement. Are there people teaching such a course with
whom we may correspond off-list?
Ruth M. Mirtz
Director, First Year Writing Program
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL  32306-1036
rmirtz@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
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On Fri, 28 Jun 1996, Bob Schwegler wrote:
 
> . . .  then most commuter students (who often
> complain of their isolation from campus intellectual and social life) cannot
> enter this community, nor can students in prison-based courses, in distance
> learning settings, in the courses my university teaches in a downtown office
> building etc.  We could argue, of course, that there is something in the H.S.
> setting that makes entry into the discourse community impossible, but from
> my experience (and it is extensive--having supervised some 60-70 high schools
> offering such courses) it is possible for almost all courses in a well-run
> program to offer a "discursive" exprience at least the equal of the many
> sections of comp offered at large (and prestigious) universities.  The
> evaluations conducted in the programs I worked with suggested that students
> got an academic experience quite similar to those of on-campus students but
> did not have the same social experience . . .
 
Bob,
 
you make a good point here about commuters, distance-learners, etc.,
but I'd still like to reiterate my original notion that the _rest_
of the high school day (before school; in the hall before/after class;
lunchtime; after school) all worked (at least for me) _against_
much of what we'd see as "college-level" work.  95% of the day
was "fun and games time" and it's hard to make the one class be
close to the same as it is on a college campus.  And while the
distance learner, say, has another world to go back to when she
finishes her class for the day, it isn't necessarily a world
that works against the comp class she's just been involved with.
However, I only did this for one year and you have so much more
experience that mine might have just been off base from the norm.
 
I'm interested in your note on evaluation, that students
"got an academic experience" similar to those on-campus; any
retention data?
 
Thanks,
 
Greg Glau
Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition
Arizona State University
(602) 965-3898
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              96 10:17:57 am
 
I am taken by Bob Schwegler's reply, pointing out that the discourse
community of freshman comp is not a location.  I am not here looking at
the vexatious political and economic issues that make David growl, but at
the underlying issue of what we are about nationally in the course. If
you accept, as Bob does, that what we do is help our students function in
the college discourse community, then that has large curricular
implications--for our reading and writing assignments in particular.
This comes back to the Bartholomae argument for academic discourse as
opposed to expressive.  And it helps explain the difference between the
good Advanced Placement courses and the bad ones; the good ones are
college courses in high school while the bad ones are college material
for high school students. Interesting.  --Ed White
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Since Chris Thaiss gave the Linked Courses Program at George Mason
such a positive introduction on this list, the timing seems good for adding
details about the program in response to the query that began this
strand.  In what follows, I describe the program and also address
concerns about the role of the writing course in linked arrangements.
 
Our program has been in existence for about five years; 1995-96 was the
first year it actually was given a budget (albeit an extremely modest
budget).  As Director of the program, I have to stretch that budget to
cover a linked courses planning and development workshop in the summer, a
brochure sent out to all incoming freshmen, stipends for part time
instructors (yes, mostly comp instructors) teaching links, plus other
expenses as they arise (and they do).
 
But I'm getting ahead of myself:  the Program is aimed mainly at first
semester freshmen but also includes some second semester links.  Beyond
the first year, it is too difficult to enroll a cohort of students in
two or more courses.  For Fall '96, I'm offering 21 linked packages,
ranging from English 101 linked to psych, sociology, anthro, gov and
phil (a 3-way link), history, comm, biology, and a non-Engl link between
speech and Amer government (the speech teacher is also the debate coach).
I recruit all of the faculty and am determined to select those comp
faculty who have a lot of comp experience and/or a background in the
discipline with which they will link.  In some cases, I select TA's or
novice writing teachers if they have a great deal of interest and promise
in teaching writing in a linked format.  In the fall, for example, a TA
in the MFA degree will teach a linked history course; she already has a
*PhD in history*.
 
More about concerns that the writing course/teacher is a servant of the
"content" course--we fought loud and hard in the first years of links to
establish our authority and terrain.  I think that we made our point;
still, I consider one of the primary objectives of the summer workshop to
be consciousness-raising about the role of the writing course in the
link.  Most of the teachers in the other disciplines have been doing
links for a while now and are eager to work closely with the writing
teachers (many of whom have doctorates, some of whom are full-time but not
tenure-line faculty).  Needless to say, the teachers of closely-linked
small courses are more likely to require dual-submission papers, to use
writing to learn, and so on than large lecture sections with fycomp
links.  There is still, sometimes, a tendency on the part of the teacher
in the other discipline to assume a master/servant attitude,
(particularly troublesome when most of the comp teachers are women), but
we are an assertive group and always speak from/about our authority as
writing teachers.  Still I can't deny that those attitudes are hard to
overcome (and maybe can't be overcome--look at the the status of comp
in its home dept).
 
When the teachers in the other disciplines do accord full status to the
writing course, it can be very exciting to teach in the link.
One such link will occur in Fall '96: fycomp will be
linked to psych but with an additional component--e-mail mentoring for
the students in fycomp--all psych majors--provided by student volunteers
who are members of PsiChi, the psych honor society.  I've worked closely
with the Psych Chair and Assoc Chair to make this link happen.  The comp
teacher and the Assoc Chair (the teacher of record for the mentors who
will receive one credit of 400-level independent study) are planning an
evening orientation session, which will include instruction on e-mail
communication, for the mentors.
 
The Assoc Chair has become so involved that he wants us to propose a
session to a conference on undergrad teaching in Psych.  We're also
sending a proposal to the Computers and Writing conference.  Our panel
will include one of the student mentors who is organizing the mentors
and, hopefully, one of the freshmen in the section.  The comp teacher has
a background in psych.  I can tell you much more about this link off-list if
you're interested.
 
Even with faculty buy-in, administrative buy-in, and, when the
semester is over, rave reviews from most students, it's
still often difficult to convince new freshmen that this is the way to
go.  I have to do pretty intensive work with advisors who handle
the summer orientations--both faculty and peer advisors.  And then I
work the crowd, so to speak, promoting the program to freshmen as they
sit puzzling out their schedules.  This has all helped to fill the
sections.  This year, however, there was a glitch in the Registrar's
office and too many un-linked fycomp sections were released, leading to
under enrollment in linked sections.  Now I'm worried I may have to cancel
some links.
 
We do on-going assessment and have found that freshmen retention from
fall to spring is 92% compared to 73% for non-participating freshmen.
Other assessment shows us that students are extremely positive about what
is going on in the writing courses; they do, however, want constant
reassurance that the teachers on both sides of the link have an investment in
being linked, something they don't always get with a big lecture link
*even* when the teacher of the large lecture visits the comp course to
talk about writing in that discipline.
 
Dan Tompkins and Jodi Levine have written a very good article (in the
June 1996 issue of AAHE Bulletin) called "Making Learning Communities
Work: Seven Lessons from Temple" for those of you who are doing or plan
to do linked courses (their learning communities are linked courses).
I'll be happy to give more info off-line to those who are interested in
additional details.
 
Terry Myers Zawacki
English Dept.
George Mason University
Fairfax, VA  22030
(703) 993-1163
tzawacki@gmu.edu
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Some entering students (can't say what percentage
of the whole) who have taken a year of high-school
taught college comp and whose scores on our essay
placement exam placed them into first-semester comp
frequently complain to me that they should be
exempted from taking any comp courses here.  I ask to see a
portfolio of their writings from the "college" course.
Not in usage, sentence structure, paragraphing,
sophistication of vocabulary or ideas do their
portfolios merit an exemption from taking our
comp courses.  However, it is possible that some
entering students who have taken h-s "college"
comp have also received exemptions on our
placement exam; naturally, I would not hear from
the latter students.
 
My gut feeling is that the high-school atmosphere
and the normal teaching habits and expectations
of high-school teachers militate against students
acquiring university-level skills--especially
critical-thinking skills.  Controversial topics for
discussion and writing facilitate critical thinking.
Unfortunately, too many high schools avoid
controversial topics because, if they don't, some
parent is bound to protest that the school is
teaching their children bad things.  A couple
of days ago the Lancaster High School (a
suburb of Buffalo) removed the novel "Ordinary
People" from its 11th grade curriculum because
two parents protested its "strong language."
 
Mili Clark
Dir/Comp/SUNY-Buffalo/English
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
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In-Reply-To:  Message of Fri, 28 Jun 1996 11:20:10 -0500 from
              <LowellF@TIGER.HSC.EDU>
 
On Fri, 28 Jun 1996 11:20:10 -0500 Lowell Frye said (in part):
>    <snip>                    Certainly I don't think that a narrow focus
>on some established canon of works is a good thing; certainly study of
>Foucault and Derrida and Lacan is a good thing for English majors as well
>as for philosophy and other majors (occasionally I teach a literary theory
>course that introduces undergraduates to such thinkers).  But to do
>understand Derrida & company, ideally we ought to be well acquainted with
>the "canon" in western humanities--for whom does Derrida write about?
>Plato, Aristotle, Nietzsche, Heidegger.
 
Lowell's comments deserve to be reviewed in their full elegance. I just
want to point out here that, as many of you know, if you want to read
what Derrida himself says about "neglect of the classical authors, the
canonical texts, and so on" ("we should fight it"), you can get it in
Gary Olson's interview with him published as the headpiece in Vol 10
of the _Journal of Advanced Composition_ (1990).  Not just that piece,
but a whole series of interviews in _JAC_ (with Rorty, Fish, Geertz,
Freire, Chomsky, etc.) struck me at the time as a sign that some people
were building interesting bridges (still are, no doubt).  --George Otte
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As Kris and Susan have both indicated one of the arguments for the LINKs
arrangement, I believe, is that they may assist in student retention.
Because the Writing Course is LINKed to a GE course one is able to deal with
all sorts of nuts and bolts issues relative to studenthood.  We, however,
have not been able to establish a direct relation between our courses and
student retention.
 
But our administration must value the LINKs courses in some way and for some
reason.  We were suprised a while back when we requested and they agreed to
count one LINK course--given the extra work involved (attending lectures,
etc)--as 1.33 courses.  That meant that if one taught 3 LINKs one would get
one class course relief.  This policy, though, was rescinded for diverse
bureaucratic reasons, the central one being that many of our lecturers are
on one year contracts (thus making it impossible to carry over the .33 from
one year to the next).  Still...
 
Buried in this thread on LINKs and their function is a deeper issue, I
think, and that is how Writing Programs view themselves and their function
relative to institutional demands.  One argument might be that if
Writing/Comp/Rhetoric Programs are firmly to secure themselves within
universities they must establish themselves as representative of a
particular area of empirical research.  The faculty of such programs must
then be tenured or eligible for it and the work of such faculty must be
evaluated by traditional research standards (publication, etc).  LINKs,
however, head in a different direction.  They suggest that the purpose of
Writing Programs is more generally educational.  Writing courses can and may
serve to orient students to the university environment and to better
understand the university as a whole.  I think this is a valuable function,
one that some administrations might appreciate.  But it does tend to cast
the Writing Program as a service to the university more than as a center of
research.
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jun 1996 15:32:19 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Margaret P. Morgan" <mpmorgan@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: end-of-year-report
 
>  Mara-- I am not required to do a report--I did not do one at the end of my
>first year, but I did write one at the end of this year.  Meg Morgan,
>UNC-Charlotte
 
  I'm at the end of my first year as a Director of Composition, and I am
>    writing an end-of-year report.  I'm wondering how many Directors of
>    Composition do this.  Could you let me know if you do?
>
>    Thanks,
>
>    Mara Holt
>    English/Ellis 385
>    Ohio University
>    Athens, OH  45701
>    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jun 1996 16:28:02 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kelley Sassano <krs@ENGLISH.CHASS.NCSU.EDU>
Subject:      Membership
 
The Center for Communication in Science, Technology, and Management at
North Carolina State University has cut a check for membership.
Unfortunately, we do not have any forms to fill out to accompany it.  What
information do you need and where do I send the check?
 
 
 
Thank you,
Kelley Sassano
 
 
Kelley Sassano, PA
Center for Communication in Science, Technology, and Management
North Carolina State University
Box 8105 - 131B Tompkins Hall
Raleigh, North Carolina     27695-8105
919.515.6053  FAX: 919.515.6071
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jun 1996 16:36:59 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mili Clark <MCLARK@UBVMS.CC.BUFFALO.EDU>
Organization: University at Buffalo
Subject:      Divorce or Dystopia?
 
I used to worry about the indifference to composition of the majority
of my colleagues on the literature side of the great divide--and I hope
I shall have the luxury of worrying about it again.  Comp programs
housed within English Depts may occupy an us-them place on the
Great Chain of Learning so that to either the comp or the literature
side the other becomes the Enemy Within.  But I worry now about
the Enemy Without.  The barbarians are at the gates, and if they
unintentionally save us from ourselves it will be because we have
agreed to hang together rather than separately.  I hope an account of a
stressful day I survived recently will make clear what I mean.
 
The day began with my meeting with a committee set up by the
Upper Administration to review the English Dept's composition
program as part of a general review of the University's Gen Ed
programs.  I had distributed to the committee members a copy
of the manual I prepare each year to train TAs in how to holistically
score the placement essays our students take during orientations.  The
manual contains anchor papers for the scorepoints on which I
interline grammatical and syntactical notations; in the right-hand
margin I write a running commentary on paragraph structure and
over-all organization of the essay.  My commentary would be
recognized by any comp teacher as the most basic criticism.  The
chair of the comp review committee, an engineer, opened the
meeting with this pronouncement: "You people in English do not
know how to teach writing.  Writing is about correct grammar and
punctuation and getting your facts right.  You people are trying to
turn students into Hemingways."  My commentary in the manual--
all about whether or not paragraphs were coherent and/or
developed--apparently provoked the engineer into concluding
that comp instructors are dealing with esoteric matters in their
courses.
 
This same committee is also supposed to determine which exam--SAT
or ACT or our own placement exam--is the most accurate instrument
for placing students into comp classes (the Upper Administration does
not want to pay TAs any longer for scoring our placement exams and
is quite sure that there is a large body of statistical study our there which
proves that the ACT exam is the most accurate).
 
The engineer's pronouncement on what comp instructors ought to be
teaching students, coupled with the administration's desire to cut
items out of the budget, twinged a paranoid nerve.  Verbal scores
cannot measure paragraphing and idea development, but if the English
Dept. can be forced into teaching only grammar and punctuation, then
ACT verbal scores might well be an accurate way of placing students
into comp.  Was I entitled to my paranoid twinge?  Nah.  Engineers--
what do they know about teaching comp?
 
I returned from the committee meeting to my office where, soon after,
I was accosted by a colleague from another department who had stalked
across the concrete from his building to mine to announce, "You are
doomed!"  Having encountered said colleague before and concluded he
was best avoided, I attempted to escape, but he insisted on his say.  Not
I personally but the English Dept was doomed.  Why?  The world has
changed.  English departments have become obsolete.  "The kind of
stuff you write.  Nobody reads it.  Nobody will ever read it.  You will
become a service department, teaching only writing."  No OT prophet
could have shivered with more self-satisfaction at pronouncing our
imminent end than he.  Should I give a moment's thought to the ravings
of a dyspeptic academic?  No!
 
At noon I lunched with the president of the local chapter of our union
(UUP).  We discussed the stalled contract talks between the union and
the state (we have not had a contract for a year).  The state wants to
"contract out" academic jobs, including teaching jobs.  Frequently
mentioned as an example of contracting out is the elimination of
whole programs and/or Departments, such as English, and then hiring
the faculty back one by one, part time, and without benefits.  An added
 
boon from the state's point of view is that contracting out will also
eliminate the union.  Why, I asked, the union chapter president, are
English departments used as an example when the state makes its
case for contracting out?  She didn't know.  My paranoia returned
and would not go away.
 
In the evening, I had dinner with friends, one of whom is a union
delegate to the state assembly who had just returned from a union
meeting in Albany.  He said that not just English departments but
composition in particular seems to be a target of the state's desire
to downsize the SUNY system's budget (since class sizes are small,
comp courses cost the state too much money).  "Unproductive" professors
(meaning those with low course enrollments) would have to teach
composition.  (Visions of shepherding displaced professors from
the hinterlands through our Supervised Teaching course destroyed
my appetite for the rest of dinner.)  But my friend had an even more
waistline-reducing item of gossip.  Mentioned in the context of
contracting out was a large book publishing company, with an
enormous line of composition-related texts, which has already
developed its own program for replacing composition programs as
we now know them.  They will use distance learning and use minimal
staffs and, presumably, cost less than the obsolete rag-tag groups
of professors and TAs who currently teach composition.
 
Had I read about the events in this single day in my life in a Robert
Ludlum novel, I would have suspended my disbelief as the paranoid
plot unfolded.  After all, these conversations I participated in were
trading in little more than gossip.  The doomsday scenario of contracting
out composition programs to book publishers, however, brought to mind
the discussion on the listserve about the divorce between literature and comp.
 
I do not believe literature should be divorced from comp because comp
courses perform a socializing function (as Ed White put it), among
their other functions.  We should socialize students not only into the
wonderful world of correct usage but into the even more wonderful
world of good books and good art.  Lord knows, our students are
impoverished with only TV and bodice-ripper novels to fill their
minds with the best that has been thought and said (I'm not ashamed
of quoting Arnold).  Politically, composition programs are stronger
when they can wield the socializing function against the barbarians
at the gate, because the barbarians are afraid (even ashamed) of
their own ignorance of the best that has been thought and said.
Composition programs which cut themselves off from literature play
into the hands of the barbarians.  See, they say, you're not peddling
any of this Culture crap.  You know, as we know, that composition
is its own world, with its own authority, and with no strings attached
to that great hot air balloon Culture.  The barbarians believe they
can replace autonomous comp programs without anyone noticing
the difference.  Next, without the prop of composition, like a stack
of greenbacks, the literature faculty will fall, one by one, or two by two,
or . . ..
 
My present worries may all be groundless.  To insure that they
are groundless, let's all hang together.
 
Mili Clark
Dir. Comp/SUNY-Buffalo/En
glish
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jun 1996 15:17:43 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
X-To:         Tere Hogue <tmhogue@INDYUNIX.IUPUI.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: National trends, From: Tere Hogue <tmhogue
 
I agree with those who've said that first-year comp in h.s. isn't f-y comp in
college, for all the reasons they've given.  However, my discomfort with AP
courses is not just what they're like, but who gets them.  Among elitist
activities, AP ranks way up there for me.  On the AP lit side, why shouldn't
general track students in h.s. be reading all that good stuff, however well
they can or can't?  And if it's possible to import (export? deport?) freshman
comp into h.s., then why not basic writing?  To the extent that we continue to
teach basic writing, and think we do it pretty well, why shouldn't those
non-AP kids get the good stuff of writing courses?
 
Alice Roy
 
 >Here, here.  Programs that allow students to take "college" writing
>courses while in high school also forget that often, in an effective
>freshman comp classroom, much more can go on than just the practice of
>writing.  Especially on large campuses whereon freshman may be sitting in
>classes of 100 - 500 students, the writing classroom with (it is hoped)
>much smaller enrollments may be the only opportunity incoming freshman
>have to truly interact with a faculty member on a one-to-one basis during
>writing conferences, or receive the individualized feedback those faculty
>usually care enough to give students concerning their written work.
>Aspects of acclimation to the complexities of college life also can be
>eased in smaller, collabortively-based  classes, etc.  Students allowed to
>"get out of" freshman comp while taking it as, I'm sorry, a glorified high
>school English course are disserved in myriad ways ---
>
>Tere Molinder-Hogue
>Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis
>CA 502L
>425 University Blvd.
>Indpls., IN  46202
>
>On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Donna Qualley wrote:
>
>> Here in Washington, many of us at the university are battling against the
>> move to teach college writing in the high school (regardless of who
>> teaches it) for all the reasons people have been mentioning. Look at the
>> assumptions about writing that such a move implies.  Once again we see the
>> American penchant for hurrying development.  College writing is college
>> writing not because of the form or the assignment but because of the
>> intellectual developmental needed to engage in more complex and
>> complicated forms of thinking.
>>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jun 1996 16:13:30 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  note of 06/28/96 15:17
 
I'm not a big fan of AP either. AP is a dedicated foe of dual enrollment, but
their motives are not pure. Why is it that everyone wants to conflate high
school and college? Both AP and dual enrollment get in the way of developing
sound, rigorous, and appropriate high school curricula. Anyway, there's a much
bigger question that gets really scary when you try to get down to specifics.
What is a college education supposed to represent?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jun 1996 14:29:19 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Randall L. Popken" <POPKEN@TARLETON.EDU>
Subject:      Reply to Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.WNT.3.94.960627033107.2431B-100000@msuacad.morehead-st.edu>
 
Professor Lovejoy:
 
We've had an enormous push from administrators to join in with the dual credit c
ourses, which are offered frequently by junior colleges in our (North Texas) are
a.  We finally convinced them that we would do it only if (a) the courses were
offered on our campus; (b) the courses would have to be mixed--not just high
school kids but also some "regular" college freshmen; (c) the courses must be ta
ught by one of our own full time instructors.  The force of our rhetoric was evi
dently great enough to persuade our administrators (for the time being).  WE've
operated on this system for two years, and it seems both effective and honest.
Most of the high school kids who take the course are better than our own student
s, though in most cases they don't end up going to our institution when they gra
duate.
 
Randy Popken
Tarleton State University
Stephenville, TX 76402
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jun 1996 15:06:11 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "William A. Pedersen" <wpedersen@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
In-Reply-To:  <01I5WIYI3LZM8X0VZF@splava.cc.plattsburgh.edu>
 
There is a simple explanation for such vicious behavior in the two books
by Anne Wilson Schaef (2nd with Diane Fassel)  _when society Becomes an
Addict_ and _The Addictive Organization_.  Both books echo Freire.
 
Intervention by a psychiatrist is needed--for everyone, or they'll spread
their infantile insecurities to other departments, tho' some, like
Syracuse, have enough problems already.  We are not that bad, but we
could use a psychological enema, or multiple regressions.
 
Human organizations only behave as good as the health of their members
allows, but organizations do behave as if they were
individuals--psychosis included.
 
You can read my dis about this next year, I hope.
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jun 1996 15:52:56 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "William A. Pedersen" <wpedersen@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: divorce
In-Reply-To:  <3A66E84507@arus.ubishops.ca>
 
Ha!
 
That's good.
 
the truth is they are afraid--that if writing can be taught, they didn't
get it.
 
He, He, He. :-)
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
 
On Sat, 22 Jun 1996, Mieke Koppen Tucker wrote:
 
> > I continue to wonder what it
> > is about writing that acts as a lightening rod for academic disdain.
> >
> > -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
> > Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward J.D.
>
> That is truly one of the key questions.  A former jolly chair of our
> university English Department who is unusually sympathetic to our
> writing programmes (but then she is also a rhetoric scholar)
> suggested that people are afraid of writing.  According to her
> analysis, to do writing means you are risking yourself.  You may be
> told that you are not a good writer; and that is like being told you
> are not a good lover.
>
> Mieke
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jun 1996 16:00:13 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "William A. Pedersen" <wpedersen@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
In-Reply-To:  <01I6AJD27B6U8WXKKW@cnsvax.albany.edu>
 
My wonderful friend and colleague, JaneE Hindman, will direct the new
program there--what good sense and talent!
 
She would be a good first contact.
 
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
 
On Mon, 24 Jun 1996, Steve North, SUNY Albany wrote:
 
> Among the several programs mentioned in our thread on "divorce" as having
> instituted  a new writing-based structure was (I recall) San Diego State--
> correct? Is there a contact person there, or someone from that program on this
> list?
>
> I met with the Dean of our college (who is C.H. Knoblauch, of Rhetorical
> Traditions fame and such like), and he's heading to San Diego in the near
> future. As one of the many players in these negotiations, he thought it might
> be useful to talk with someone who might have gone through this recently.
>
> Thanks.
>
> Steve North
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jun 1996 07:29:03 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      Composition/Rhetoric Pipeline, Plenum Potential of.
 
Does anyone know how many individuals have matriculated in graduate
programs in [1] English (literature:critical studies), [2] composition
programs [alignments:quasi-concentrations] in academic 1995-1996 in
the USA?
 
 
Jane
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jun 1996 12:19:06 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      Annual Grad-English Matriculation, US News & World Report.
 
                                30,000
 
 
 
 
Jane
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jun 1996 14:27:29 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: English Departments and Anticanonicity
In-Reply-To:  <199606271327.JAA45117@ns4-1.CC.Lehigh.EDU>
 
As Ed Lotto writes, reading & writing are different sides of the same coin
(w/ speaking the edge?).  Actually, I think they are the same side of the
coin; on the obverse side is silence.
 
And of course there is good reason to encourage the reading of literature
(I'm not sure that means teaching it) in order to help writers improve
their style.  I think we should remember (which I have been long in
forgetting) that literatures is only one very small part of the written
world.  So I don't think that this reading/writing connection is a very
good rationale for tying writing programs to literature departments.  I
use the same rationale for arguments that students should learn the
canon.  The canon of which discipline?  Why literature?  To talk with Lit
folks (of which I am one)?  Some logic is missing here.
 
Irv
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jun 1996 21:55:06 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Membership
In-Reply-To:  <v02140b02adf9b71f0031@[152.1.124.114]>
 
With our Treasurer, Jeff Sommers, off-line, I'll take over temporarily
and send you a membership brochure for the Council of Writiing Program
Administrators.
 
If anyone else needs one, please let me know.
 
 
On Fri, 28 Jun 1996, Kelley Sassano wrote:
 
> The Center for Communication in Science, Technology, and Management at
> North Carolina State University has cut a check for membership.
> Unfortunately, we do not have any forms to fill out to accompany it.  What
> information do you need and where do I send the check?
>
>
>
> Thank you,
> Kelley Sassano
>
>
> Kelley Sassano, PA
> Center for Communication in Science, Technology, and Management
> North Carolina State University
> Box 8105 - 131B Tompkins Hall
> Raleigh, North Carolina     27695-8105
> 919.515.6053  FAX: 919.515.6071
>
 
Charles I. Schuster
Department of English
U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI  53201
414-229-5293
 
"Question and answer are not logical relations . . . If an answer does
not give rise to a new question from itself, it falls out of the dialogue"
                                                M. M. Bakhtin
